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L1 CHAPIER I.

SHEWS OPON WHAI GROUNDS ITHE AUTHOR FOUNDS HIS
PRETENSIONS 70 THE KREADER'S INDULGENCE.

As 75 very offen bappens that readers get Aall through & work wrhout
Enowing #s driff—nol untiequently because the author dogs noy Enow i
bimselfi—/ hold 7 necessary (o preclude 4l possibilily of any such (hing
m the perusql of this work, by premising what, according (o my
conceplion, ought (o be the (endency of productions similar (o (his, and
what [ here mean (o inculcate i pariiculir.

A novel, 4s the word 75 now understood and established, is & general (ile
101 any work which sprangs solely from the imagmnation, yel so delineaies
men and manners as (o place all #s evenls wihin view of probabiliyy. It
75 & kind of mean beiwixy bistory, which records mere facy, and romance,
which bolds out scknowledged fic(imn.

As, bowever, pleasure and insiruction are the only end (hat any admiited
exercise of (he imagination can propose, these al labour, with différent
materials, (o produce (he same efféct. Hgstory not only (eaches mankind
(o shun vice and imiale vmtue, by mstancing those evenls which are
most condustve (o so laudable an end, bul shews the proprgaty of the
doctrine 7 entbrces, by quthenticaling the possibilily of such conduct.

The novelist, who iy the bivgrapher of an imaginary hero, chuses, 1or Ais
source, manners in generdl. His margin cannot swell with authorriias, nor
can he—>by way of nojes—cile the con(rary cpinions of greal men
concerning (he vices or viues of (hose characters he celebrates. So they
possess the same qualiizas i common with the rest of mankind, and the
events brought about by ther means are such 4s our observatim points
out (o be natural, his (ask 45 completely performed; and he has & 1aght (o
expect 48 much creds, 10r relating cocumsiances (Aay might have
bappened, as he who—as for as he can clear his narralive fiom (he
cobwebs of (radiiion, snd disentangle iz from the labyrinth  of
contradiciory quthoray—records 1acis that did happen.



KRomances are, fguratively, in nature; and, Lierally, fititus. [hey are
intended, by Lfting the mind above probabilily, (o enforce moral by fgure
and allegory: and they ai(tain ther end—and indeed laudably—ior (hey
rouse those (orprd minds inl(o aciion which cannoy relish wraings (44t are
Lept within the bounds of simple nature.

This speciss of composiion s remarkably gratiVing (o wesk minds. [t
s—f' [ may be parmiited so (o expreass myself—an honourable figud,
101, exaggerate the beauly of vatue how you can, # will sl be lovely;
wheress vice, bemng ugly in Iself; becomes more hideous when #f I8
caricsiured.

These three different vehicles for (he conveyance of (ruth snd moraliy,
seem (o require différent conductors; and indeed if has seldom happened
that any one man has equally succeeded in (hem.—Komance seems (o
require 4 poetis soul: s(rong o concepiin, faiide in inveniion, and
varius o exspression. History wantls nothing but 4 perspicuous styZe,
suthentic mrormation, snd invincible veracry.

He who wriles novels must partake of all these qualides. He must unile
m Ais imagmaiion the glow of poelry with the steadiness of narraiive. —
The Iatter must be as & curb (o the former: nol, Aowever, (o damp 15
sput, but (o prevent i fiom running away:—iike the alderman, who, a¢
g lord mayor)s féasq, would bave made bimself sick if bis physicisn bad
not 84¢ by the side of bim.

Thus [ think 7 becomes pre(iy evident that novel writing holds & very
respectable stand in ILferature, and [ sicerely believe (hat men of
considerable (alents would very ofien practise #, were I noi 1or (hose
spartbus produciions with which the press (eems under the appellation of
novels, which means any love story calculated (o madden the minds of
sentzmental counlry ladies, (o (rouble the domesixiz happiness of old
gentlemen who marry young guds, and (o overturn the purdly imbibed at
boardang schools.

These are sure (o make (hew way into all the ciculating lLbrariss in the
Lngdeom, provided they are sufficiently stulléd wirth dying lovers,



inexorable parents, and impertinenty chambermaids; with the addiin of
three or four elopements, Aalf' & dozen duels, and an a{temp( or (wo ay &
rgpe; (o which may be added, 4 Ii(le sutiide, or 4 smaltering of inces;—
aspeczzlly i 7 be wrdlten By 4 lady—by way of zes¢, (o make 7 go down
the more giib.

Bez'zlg about (o grve 4 novel (o the world, 7 thought 7 mcumbent on me (o
say thus much; fiom which (he reader will naturally conclude (hat [
miend, throughoul this work, (o keep nature and probabilily in swght, (o
refect thay which s fiavolous and impertinent, and (o adopt only whay, by

means of amusement, may braing about insiruciion.

It will neverchelass be necessary (o say finther, (hag, in poriraying
nature, [ shall make her nerther & atterang likenass, nor & caricaiuare.
Nozr 75 Zf necessary; for, let her sif for her picture ever so oflen, she
never will exhibr the same rfhce (wice, yei shall the general resemblance
always be s(ziking; for @ has been well observed, thal she takeas every
various hue of the camelion, yet, (orture her how you will, her form 45 45
constanty as the polypus. No ¢two human rices, though composed of the
same réatures, ever were Anown (o be correctly alike, and t(he luminous
mind of LAVAIFR, did he aftempt the srduous snd absurd (ask of
searching for any such would exacily resemble the lanthorn of AFSOF,

7o these general remarks—which [ concerved # espedient (o place
bere—L shall add pariicular ones whenever they appear (o be necessary,
and now [ iovile the reader (o (he examinatin of & 151A14l, though 4
bold, representation of human e, for [ declare upon my word 48 & man,
there 15 nof &4 characier or cucumstance in (his whole work which [ do
not experimentally know fiom a close observaiion and mankind, (o have
varguil exisience.



12 CHAPIER I7.

CONTAINS A DESCRIPITON—IWO HOUSES—A CITIZEN—AND
A BREFLECTION UFPON DEATH.

A BRIDGE thrown over the bigh road, at the entrance of a4 village in
Warwickshire, called Castlewick, is the separatin of (wo estates, one of
which hLad been, 4¢ the perivd (his history commences, 101 Aalf 4 century
in the possession of the fomily of Hazard, and the other, for almos¢ (reble
that space, in the family of Koebuck.

Natare bad been equally bountittl in the dis(zabution of her fhvours on
etther side of the road, which Iforiutious advantage &r¢ had been
indusiriously called in (o improve. [f & neal hamler and & while spire
gave a more modarn (erminalion (o the view, through 4 group of pines
and cedars, from Hazard lawn; an old market (own and & con{iguous
mouldering castle became visible, through an avenue of elms, fiom
Koebuck park.

Fivery Chinese temple, wrn, or statue, on one side, ecrected (o fbncy,
consecraied (o firendship, or dedicated (o the a1(s, had, on the other, s
zval  gro(io, cavern, or hamiiage. Here was seen & clump of elms, there
g row of o4ks; while the mesndering qvon—las¢ the lord of one mansin
should be jealous of s tavours lavished on the other—nol only by the
advantage of a distant hetght, plunged up 4 rocky clff (o delgght one
toyvourdie with the awlil concussion of & beasuiiild cascade, which 150ing,
lessened into a gurgling rvulel; but, also, opening IS Smooth, capacius
bosom, moved on in maesixc silence, through (he possesswons of the other;
Stretching out on one sidle a small, wregulir siream, which suppled (he
house, watered the garden, and (urned the village mill.

Oid Rust, the grandtbother of Lord Hazard, was & skinner in the cily. s
protéssion  unluckily made him rather 4 bye-word, for he had such 4
vorgcmus (hist, or hunger, afier money—tor gold can be both eaten snd
drank——hat I was archly said be would skin any (hing for profif. Nay,
some are of opinion (hay, from (his very remark, ordgmnated the epriher
skintling. Be that as # may, he caainly amassed & very large for{une,



and having run Chrough the regular progression of Lvery-man, common
council-man, deputly, alderman, shertl?] and lord mayor, he marrded in
4is seven(y—1ist year, 4 gud of sixt(een, withoul & sixpence, who bore
Lizm—or somebody else—a son, portioned three of her sisters, granted &
pension (o0 4n [r3sh relation, set up a4 cogch, and bought 4 villa; (il at
length, having expostulaied, stormed, (hreatened, prayed, and eni{reaied,
(o no purpose, poor Kus(—ibink of # wixh borror ye antiguaied
Adonzses—died raving mad in St. Lukes hospial

FPrevivus (o bis insanily, bowever, he (ook care (o make & will, vesting bis
whole possessions i (he hands of (rusiees, for the use of his son. [5s
remains were, therefore, scarcely laid in (he earth, when (he widow, wih
4@ modergte qnnuily, was obliged (o sink ingo retirement; qnd of her i
will not be necessqry (o say more (han (Aay she dwed when her son, who
was purposely kepy fiom her by ALy guardians, came (o be elghieen years
old.

Yozzz;g Rus¢, basides the possession of uncommon (alents, was wonderfilly
calcalated 1oz commerce. Before he was (huiy he considerably augmenied
bis  decessed fhthers wealth; and, 4 féw years aflawards—Abaving
bought 4 large estate which gave hAun the enlwme nommaiion of Lfour
members of parliament—he became so materzal an object (o the mingsier,
that he was made one of (hose peers which I was then espedient (o
creqte, last the balance of power in the consiriutin should be found (o
lean (oo much (o the side of the people.

No longer Mr. Kust, then, bu¢ Baron Hazard, he pulled down (he old
manswon on the ¢state be had purchased, and bull that very chateau we
bave already commemorated. As he bad a (owering ambiizon, he now
marrred ngo an honourdble fomily, not overburdened with riches; wWas
shortly blest with several children; and had made some rapid s(rides
lowards an zmprovement in both church and state bul——so (ransiory s
the felzly of lords, as wel as inférdor beings—he did no( Lve long (o
enoy” that success his hopas seemed (o promise:—ior, s#ting up 4 whole
night (o compose & speech, which was (o have mniroduced & plan (o desizoy
plaralitiss, and roof oul corruplion, he caught 4 cold, which beimng 1ollowed



by a fever, he was hurrred out of the world, Aaving scarcely (zme (o se(ile

by affbzrs.

The young lord—but here, kind reader, let us both give a sigh (o the
memory of Lord Hazard, and admire (hat the wisest designs in (his
sublunary existence are lisble, ke & gram of sand, (o be scatiered a¢ the

will of providence!



1.5 CHAPIER /11

CONTAINING ONE APFPFEAL 70 THE HOUSE OF LORDS—AND
ANOTHER 70 THE READER.

THE young lord—tor we shall have no occgsion for the rest of the
1omily—saw bimself’ Ais own master 4t 4 very early pertod of life; 4
crcumsiance which, (ogether with disspated company at the universiy,
and a profligate tugor, contzabuied (o form in him the stronges principleas
of debauchery and lber(inism.

When ke became of age, his lLientiusness made him t(he terzor of (he
negghbourbood. [¢ 15 (rue be was & Li(le checked in his wild career by (he
wiase and wholesome counsels of his mother, (o which he af st affected
lo ILsten; bul, becoming more and more hardened, her precepls and
conduct were aliogether dsregarded; (il ai length, worn oul wih
preaching o no purpose, she retmed in(o the bosom of her own family,
with & firam determinaiion (o consider herself entuely alienaled from her

dgsgracons son.

Lord Hazard beng now lefl (o the unbridled influence of bis beadsirong
passions, stopt at nothing o gratiy them. [he thrmers’ wives and
daughters, i’ they had the smallest pretensions (o beauly, were sure (o0
become objects ths¢ of Ais generosily, then Az gratification, and
aflerwards his neglect: or, i they durst dispuie Ais impetuous wishes, Ars
unalierable resentment. But, 4s the swittest cannon ball, which nerther
edifices of wood nor stome can oppose, may be s(opl in IS very s(rongest
velocily by the dull resistance of & wovol pack, so were t(he vehement
parsatls of Lord Hazard effectually checked by that dulles¢ of all dull
things, according (o the bachelors—ay, and many of the marrded men
{oo—a wité.

My lord s tutor, whose name was Viney, and who, as [ binted before, bad
the Ahighest ascendancy over Ars pupll—having ever been cnofiderably
mozre usetid (o bim in the conduct of his love atthirs than in his study of
the classics—bad also another pupld. [ndeed his aftention (o (his Iast



mentioned scholar, on whom he had expended & large par¢ of that money
which the bounty (o Lord [Hazard—tor Ais lordship was lberal (o
excess—had lavished on him, would appear very entgmatical did we nof
derrve 7 from 1S naiural molive.

Tk scholar then was no other than his sister, who, without a penny, bad
marrted an [rash for{une bunter, and was very shortly saved the (rouble
of breaking his hear¢ by a kind fivend of his, who killed him in 4 duél.
Viney bad connived a¢ ¢bis marrdage, which, soon after I was
consummated, was found (o be a4 muiusl bite. However, 45 Ais sister was
loft & blooming widow of (wenty—(wo, he easily comiftrted hLimself by
consudering her markel 48 noy yey over. /n & word, he had long in 1des
mazrried her (o Lord Hazard, This will account for Ais generosiy: nor,
when # 15 considered hbow completely (his same Mr. Viney ruled A4is
pupt, will 7f appear very  ungccouniable that the lady should become ai
length in realily- what she had long been in mmagmnaion.

Marrdage stopt 1for & while the excesses of Lord Hazard. He doated on his
wité; and, baving (aken (his step, Viney became his privy counsellor in 4
stronger degree (han ever. [s (one, however, was soon changed. [e
tound hber 4 mixture of qrzogance, meqnness, brddled wantonness, and
Zgnorant afféciation. Nor is 7 ditficaly (o divine where i might Aave
ended i he had not accidentally discovered, affer having been about (hree
months blessed with an hewr, (hat she had an mirigue with 4Lis valel de

chamber.

Zhzs roused him at once. She was properly detected, he necessary sieps
were (aken, and & divorce obtained. She recriminated, indeed, bul he was
& lord, and Ais success cer(sin. [hus, bLaving recerved satistaciion 101 the
mymres he had sustamed, he legally banished her for ever fiom Ais
prasence, granting her only a decent provision for lifé.

Any one experdenced in the buman heart will easily see the par¢ Vingy
took wupon Ais sisters detection. e excloimed against her with (he
greatest vidlence, and was the forwardest in procuring Ais lordship that

redress which he Anew 7 was noy in Ais power (o prevent.



This conduct established bim more fhmly than ever in (he good graces
and housebold of Lord Hazard, the fis¢ of which advantages he offen
declored—loudly (o the world—was the ulizmate end of 4l his wishes;
because, said he—sofily (o himself—i brings about the other.

[ bave already shewn thai marrigge proved a pre(ly (ight curb (o the
excessas of (his young nobleman, qnd one would (hink Ais divorce had
given bim a reasonsble surtér; of marrasge; bug, [ Anow not how i 1S,
some men seem (o be the bubble of then own ar(s: thewr whole study 75 (o
overreach themselves, and if (hey stumble on (olerable congent, # Is
because things (ake a4 different (urn fiom what they designed.

Thus 7 bappened with our peer. Fvery resolution ke (ook, in consequence
of being 4 widower, was wrong; and yei he Al upon happiness when he

only meany revenge.

This was bis argument. He had marrisd & woman of spuif, who had
myared him 1n the stronges¢ degree, and, for this mdigniy, he was
determined (o (4ke vengeance on her whole sex; illy forgelting (Aay (4is
was revenging himself on 4 whole hive, for the sting of a single bee.
Besides, he bimself’ was (o blame: the rfhult lay in his own wani of
discernment. [Had he fondy examined the ground of the business, he
would have plainly seen (hat 7 originated with Viney, who had (aught
Lim nothing but what disgraced his buth, and depprved bim of (he use of
that valuable goodness of heary which he really possessed, and which, had
he 14fen into proper hands, might have mduced him (o have dispensed
the gifls of fortune nobly instead of lceniiusly.

76 put this worthy project in execution, Lord Hazard resolved once more
(o Gy the marrded state, resolutely vowing (o conduct hbimsell’ in so
guthorrta(ve & manner (o his second wite, (hat she should not dare even
(o think wrthout bis previvus permission. e bad scarcely come (o (his
resolution, but bis uneasiness on bz late disgrace vanished. [He looked
round for 4 wité with the greatest eagerness, (il ai length, with Viney s
assistance, who was still consulied, he thought he had found one (o Ais
wish.



Bug bow was he asionished when he plainly saw 1 would be impossible (o
avad himself of any one of (hose prudent determinalions, those ingenius
precautions he had been so long and so industriusly srming bimself with.
He bad now such & wité that to controul her was impossible; (o advise

her, useless!

I my readers (hink he was again caught, after so much wary and
cautius resolution, after such aniwgpation of success, [ hope zf will be
contéssed he deserved 1.

Cartainly he was disappointed, but in (hat satssthciory way (hat a4 man
would be a¢ finding & lawyer who, (aking & braef] should refizse 4 fée.
Lady Hazard could not be controuled, advised, or enireated; for she had
so high & sense of her duly, such equanimily of (emper, and such
sweetness of manners, that she aniigpated her lords very wishes. [e
bad recerved her fivm her 14thear, 4 wealthy couniry neighbour, who
wanted (o agyrandize his fomily. The young lady, who bad all her lifé
made 7 her study (o please her fother, found 1f no zksome (4sk (o waich
and comply with the tempers of her husband:—so (rue I 18 (Aar 4
dutitid daughier has gone 4 greal way (owards becoming & good wité.

If ever an exyraordiniry eveny new moulded & man)s mind, (5
unexpected merd; in bis wité had thai ettéct on Lord Hazard. He saw in
an mstant that his whole fifé had been one delusion; that while he had
sought for pleasure, he had neglecied bappiness; and, therefore, resolved
doubly (o chergsh #, sice #f had complacently condescended (o come home
¢o hzm.

Nobody bad ever dared (o (el bim he was & dupe (o Viney: he now saw
7 bimself! He did nog, however, (hink proper (o wihdraw Ais projeciion
from bim, bul contented Aimsell only with giving him & Aandsome
reciory, (o which that worthy incumbeny shorily removed.

In qbout 4 (welvemonth after (his second marrzage—but hold, 4l great
events should be ushered in with caulious preparalion.



A waichmaker would bave called (he crcumstonce [ am about (o
celebrate the main sprang of (his history; a saidor would have said 7 was
s helm; and sn dlderman s marrow.

¢ s something, (herefore, of materzal consequence; and, of course, proper
(o be given in a4 new chapler, and with a partrulaor miroducion: —all
which ceremony, though # may be the limbs and outward fourgshes of
wegling, i5 no¢ without s use; and (hough more than FPHEDRUS hbave
said (hat a (ree shoudld be estimaied by s fhurkl, and nol by #s leaves,
yer 7 mus be considered, (hay, withoul the proper shelfer aiforded by the
legves, no frutf could qz21ve (o perféciion.



1 4. CHAPIER V.

WHICH—FIRST ADJUSTING A VERY ABSTRUSE D0GMA IV
LITERATURE—INTIRODUCES THE HERO 70 THE KEADER.

L7 Bls out sometimes at the theatre, that, ot the very moment (he
audience are s (ing Wih expectaiion on IS ulmost strelch, an acior, with
a woe-begone counienance, comes on the stage (o announce (he

mdisposzizon of the prancipal aciress.

7Th3s once bappened of Desdemons; and, as there was no lady in the
company competent (o the par( bui her whose name was in the bils, 4
gentleman undertook i at & very shor( warning. [he spectators were, as
usual, contenty per force; buy, afier wading & considerable (ime, the
apologizer was a second time obliged (o come on, who gssured the qudience
the play would soon begin, bui a¢ present [esdemons was not shaved.

[ hbope # will not be thought, by mentining (his case in pomi, that [
meqn (o inlroduce in & ludicrous way, & mailer of such eminent
imporiance as that [ now (4ke the Lbarty of preseniing (o (he readers
notzze; bug, my smowr propre Is wounded. for being forced—at (he very
crracsl moment [ copsidered mysell’ happy beyond sl exsmple in (he
mode of miroducing my hero—io stopt shory, and pul my readers in the
exact sifualion of the spectators above described, [ am obliged (o exculpate
myself from any intentinsl offénce By fandy laying the (ruth before
them, and humbly appealing (o thew candour: or—according (o the
longusge of the standing theatrical apology—ihenr usual indulgence.

[ was gotng to begin (his chapler in & most lovely style, by saying that
the bees came asbout somebodys cradle, and leff thei honey on Az Lps;
gving proof that he would be sweer and eloquent in discourse. But,
casting 1n my mind who this somebody could be, 1 presently siruck me—
tor [ "do bear & brain " —thbat the point was nof seliled.

This prodigy 45 related of SI. AMBROSE of Milan. Dector JOHNSON,
who ought (o have Anown Something about the maller, Says # Was



PINDAR, but FENELON afftrms it was said of PLATO by bis precepior
SENFECA, who, while the cicumsiance was wazm in Ay mind, dresmi
that 4 cygnel Mew (o Ais bosom, which, by degrees, became covered wilh
Léathers of & mosi beautifil snd dassling whiteness; snd which, (aking
wing, dew with a force and rapidily supertor (o an eqgle:—and these
prodigias were so strongly verified in this great man, that CU CERO said
of him, when he grew up, “If JUFPITER had condescended (o speak lLike
man, be would have used the language of PLATD.”

Now Zf cannot be dented but that here s proof upon proof on (he side of
FENELON;: and, as he gatheared (his intelligance for (he improvement of
prances, one would think (hat he mus¢ have made & point of collecting 4is
materzals from the best authorities. Bul as there is no cowrt of crazcism

to appeal (o flom the fag of Dr. JOHNSON—bis gose dexzf being always
final upon these occasins—if the reader plesse if shall stand for
FPINDAR: no¢ for the Lving FPINDARK, because every body knows (hat,

mstead of honey, he deals in nothing but gal.

In this case 7 45 melancholy (o lose the beautittl dream of SENECA, and
the fine saying of CICERC, but ornament and owrdgsh mus¢ give way (o
truth and Dr. JOANSON. Besides, Mzr. BOSWELL intérms us that the
Doctor bad but a picitid opinion of FENELON, for that be would not allow
lelemachus to be wrditen more than “pre¢y well.”

Having established (his important point, [ shall [25] regulorly proceed (o
the business of m(roducing my herv, who having set the poats (ogether by
the ears before he was born, will be allowed (o have given a pre((y good
specimen of the work be was (o cul oul for tham afferwards.

Many and varius are (he portenis and omens (hai are said (o have
announced the buths, deaths, and marrzages of greal men and women;
and [ could musier up 4 long catalogue of them, fiom the lady who made
s0 bandsome & deluge s (o swallow up all Asia, to Iom Thumb—which
s 4 pre(iy (ouch of the bathos—who was swallowed up by 4 cow; but that
7 would insensibly draw me into 4n imiiatin of certain quthors, who qre
tonder of shewing then reqading than thern good manners.



[ shall be forgiven however, since & greai man and a prodigy are 4lmosq
synonimous (ezms, i [ lament (hat nature did not go & single siep out of
ber road (o in{roduce our herv: netther his father nor Ais mothear having
dreami any thing prodigious on (he occasin.

Viney indeed bad & confised idea in a dream of a basilisk whih kept
contmually in bis way, and the nurse, 4s she nodded by the fire side
while Lady Hazard was in labour, dreamt that her young master— [23/)
101 she always said 7z would be a boy—spoke the moment he came ingo
the world, and thay he beleved any thing you sqid (o bim; which she
Sagacwusly mlerpreled as a sure sign (hal he would be very learned, and
very. much imposed upon:—the (ruth of which obsevalin the reader
may perbaps have occasion (o admire before he and [ part.

Lady Hazards being brought (o bed of 4 son, (o the great Joy of that
bonourable ramily, seems then (o be the event [ binted at in the (hid
chapter. [t really (ook place sbout & (welve month after the marzisge,

and three yesrs snd 4 quarier—ior [ love (o be exaci—afler the buth of
the fins¢ son, whom Lord Hazard called Zekiel, after his grandtither,

ond (A8, our hero, Charles, after himsell

The happiness of Lord Hazard would now have been complete, had zf not
been imbiltered by &4 consideraiion (haiy the whole estate bemng willed
away with the tile, he could not do hzs youngest son the jusixe hé
wished. 10 amend, however, (his deficiency, he resolved (o make him 4
paragon of learning; and, 4s he knew very wel (hat had not the former
parg of bis own lfé been devoted (o idleness, # would have been less
gIven (o dissipation, he resolved (o add & complete study of the 41(s (o Ais
son s education.

(4] [n the contemplation of (his plan he (ook great delight. A¢ lengih,
when Zekiel had attamed his eleventh year, he was sent (o Faton school
(o leave the coasy clear 1or & proper atiention (o the educalin of Chardes,
which his lordship was determined (o superiniend himsell.

Many essays were made upon his (ender intellecls, which gave very
promising hopes; and now the difically was (o ge¢ bim & (ugor. Lord



[Hazard thily owned he despaired of finding one (o bzs wish. [He declored
he had himself wiinessed so much il conduct in men of (Aay descigpiion,
Chat he should be very cautious mndeed how he made &4 chorce.

These doubls be often imparted (o Lady Hazard, who said she bad mised
very Li(le in the world, and therefore was happy whenever he was so
good a5 (o give her his opinion, i order (hat she might form hers. She
could noy help thinking, however, (hal he was warmer on (hai subject
than he othearwise would have been, Lad not sn il chowe been made in &
Cutor 107 bim. She bLoped be would be 4ble (o find 4 man who should have
talents, and ye¢ be honest.

Ut sard my lord, [ could form & (utor, he should be ingenuous above all
things; not sshamed [25] i he found any of those (ravisl vices crecping
on him (o which human nature 75 subject, (o conféss and smend (hem.
Such a kind of man cannot design (o do i, because he s sorry for bzs
own infhmily. [ngenuousness has & tendency (o graiifude, which is with
me the fis¢ of viiues. [ declare i [ was obliged (o accuse & méan of 4
crame, and he could prove his motive (o be in the smallest degree similar
Co any thing [ bad ever forgiven in myself, [ should instantly féel an
inclination (o pardon him. [ 15 the snesking, underband villain [ hate;
the hAypocrile, the decerver, who studies (o be 4 rascal; who stings while
be thwns. But he who acts fiom mere in{uiiive principles, may correct
4y fadly by 43S judgment; and, 4y any rate, you have a4 declored enemy,
and Enow how (o be on yvur guird. Cne stéonds some chance with & lon,
but who can provide sgainst (he venom of & slow worm ?”

Thus ended & conversation which the reader may hereafter (hink [ had 4

reason for mseriing.

Very Zigtle passed in (his family worthy relation (il Master Charles was
(welve years old, when one day my lord brought 4 gentleman who, he
sSaid, answered, in every pariicular, (hay descirmption of person he had so
long and so fiutlessly sought 1oz, 45 [26] 4 tutor for bis darling son. As
(o Lekrel, he did not beliove him (o be Ais son at 4/, though he had in
vamn (red (o prove him legally illegiiimate. He therefore ook very (/e
finther notice of him (han (o remiz him monegy; nor did he express eiher



astongshment or dissatistaciin a¢ being (old he was both an grrant dunce
and an arrant puppy. On the contrary, he sarcasiially observed “he
would do well enough 10z & lord.

"’

Having brought matiers i the fomily of Lord Hazard ¢o & sort of stand
sell, the reader and [ will now, if he please, (ske 4 walk acruss the
bridge into Koebuck park. But, upon recolleciion, being come now (o (he
center which commands 4 view of the whole village of Castlewick, snd #ts
mhabriants making & par¢ of owr dramalis personse, we will (ake a shor(
view of that liile communily, which had really something (o recommend

I (o our nolie.



L5 CHAPIER V.

IN WHICH A VILLAGE IS DESCRIBED, NOI" UNLIKE AN ANT-
HILL.

THE village of Chstlewick contained aboui five bundred inkabiants.
About balf the men and boys were generally employed 4t (he (rade of
wool-combing; par¢ of the women and gids in carding, spinning, (wWisting,
and Ani(ing; the more iniellgenty and expertenced of t(he men in
Jowrneying (o large (owns (o purchase sheqp, and supply” faciors, clothiers,
and hosters with wool, yarn, worsied, stockings, nighicaps, socks, and
such other arixles as they manufbciured. The lower order of (he men
and boys were employed in (idlng, manuring, and enclosing; and the
remainder of the women busted themselves in household aflais, buying
and selling the necessartes of hfe, and such other occupalions s the
vicar—or (A8 pargsh had no carate—pomted out (o (hem.

The vicar had (wo depuizes, the clerk and the schoolmasier; and these
three were al the persons in the village who did no bodily labowr: —ior
Castlewick [25] could boast netther lawyer, exciseman, nor 4pothecary.

Thetr good pastor undertook (o regulate the (emporal, as wel as sprriudl,

concerns of hzs fock; and, by a scrupulous discharge of his duty as thez
(regsurer, shewed them more than by 4 thousand precepls hbow much #f
was therr interest (o ac¢ with (ruth and in(egraly (owards each other. Nog
that bis preaching was no¢ of &4 ploce with his example, for every Sunday
they heard some new lesson of sweel and comifbriable moralify fiom Ais
mouth; for he instead of describing relgion as & denuncis(ion of
vengeance, and the dedly 45 delighiing in punishment, sofiened (hat hAigh

duty o 4 gentle and inieligent system of moralily, by inculcating the

pranciples of soczal vitue and brotherly love, and representing the creator
4s an mdulgent 14ther walching with anxius and (ender care over the
mierest and happiness of Ais children, and regarding ther vatuous
endeavours with a smile of celestisl benevolence: —thus (roubling 4is
bearers with nothing beyond the reach of (hal capaciy which bad follen



(o then share, and leaving the discussion of dogméas (o larger
communiizes, who beller undersiood cavilling.

The clerk and the schoolmasier Lept an account /2}9/ of 'the receppts and
disbursements throughout (he pargsh. [hese were faithtully audited by the
vicar. Jen of the mos¢ copsiderable of the mbhabitants, who acted 45 &
commii(ee for the resy, were called in every week (o the vesiry, where
the books were always 1orth coming 1or generdl inspeciion.

Fivery other regulation for the pleasure and advantage of (his happy
communily was propor(ionably wise and salutary. IThus cheertilness
smiled on thew labours; conleny conver(ed thew pritance inio plenty;
health, ease, and good humour accompanied thew sieps, and they passed
ther (zme in the exercise of 4s much mordl recirude as would have
tmmortalized them—bhad they been born ancieny Spartans—without
dreaming they did more thén & common daly, for (he sake of general

convenzence.

By this time [ belave the reader begins (o suspect (hat the vicar
however well disposed (o lend a helping hand (owards the regulation of
this [itle commonwealth, as well as the clerk and the schoolmmssier, who
Lept the accounty of then finances, were bul subordmpaie actors in (AIS
performance, and here mi(roduced, ke the cen(inels in Hamlet and the
sezvants in (he Cwphan—7both of which cicumstances VOLIAIRE s
very angry a(—only (o usher in the capital [0 personage, who, baving
once made his appearance, is to recerve all the applause.

It must¢ be owned that the motions of Castlewick appeared (o be as
regular 48 those of #s church clock, which clock, though any blacksmith
could wind 7f up, 4nd set # 4 going, must have required 4 much belter
mechaniz (o bave invenied Z ordginally. [f there should be & hidden firs¢
cause for (his, 1 will be snnounced in is proper place. In the mesn (ime
[ cannot prevai upon myself (o repent my having introduced (hese sons
of industry, insigpificant as they are. [he mind 75 offen both improved
and amused by (he most (zatling objects: the smaller the mile (he more
worthy the curtstly of the philosopher.



16 CHAPITER VI.

WHICH PROVES THAT SOME OF THE OLD FASHIONS ARE NOI”
70 BE DESFISED.

MY reader and [ baving passed (brough the rookery (hat recerved us 45
we left the bridge, are now within sight of the mansion of St Sydney
Walter Roebuck, Ilord of the manor of Castlewrk, and member of
parliament for ¢he borough of Neitherside.

The grandthther of this gentleman—tor were [ (o (rouble the reader with
any thing anierdr, my desciaption would resemble a4 game of chess,
where bishops, Aniughis, casiles, and the Aing and queen are continuilly
crossing each other. Indeed [ have (wo other ressons 1or nog gomg rforiher
back; one 75, that in the course of (his history St Sidney will (alk (o us &
Litle about the fhme of Ais ancestors himself; and the other, (hat, 1or
ought [ could ever learn, (hei ILves were, (ake them 4l in al, such &
uniform mixture of morallly, loyally, and brotherly love, (hat the
descrgption of one would serve for the whole. [heir tempers might not be
unaptly [35) compared to a bowl of punch, for though made up of the
same contrardaty of ingredients in common with the res¢ of theu féllow
creatures, the misture was so happlly blended, that they diffiused comfort
and cheertilness (o al around (hem.

The grandtather then having (aken umbrage at cour¢ for being {(urned
out of the cabmer, only because he mamiained (hat the [Lancashire
witches were harmless old women—tor which indeed [Dr. JOHNSON
would have been 4s angry with bim 4s the council were, for he (ells us
be will not say there never was any such thing as wirchcrafy, for that
probably there might have been, bul that # had cessed —retied (o the
mansion of Azs forefhothers, which gothic and scately struciure the reader
and [ are looking at.

There having sat confentedly down, with & quis( conscience, 4n ac(ive
mind, and & princely for¢une, he considered —which was nothing more



than his dady custom—how he might bes¢ be seviceable (o his fellow

creqiures.

He Aad not delibersted long on the subect before be determined (o buildd
the village of Castlewick, and, ke another Bishop Blaze, set up the (rade
of wool-combing. Noz was this, would he argue, 4 ﬁ?] project unworthy
4is rank; wool was the staple commodily of that couniry he so dearly
loved, and for which his ancestors had so gallontly shed thern blood; the
wool sack was the emblem of honour, 101 7 sustamed the leading member
of the house, and ook place in thal assembly of every thing bul the
throne. He bad yet & begier reason: 4is scheme would give employment (o
415 (enants and other poor neighbours, and he should be sure (o recerve
the dady blessings of many rfomilles who would owe & subsistance (o (hez
hLonest labours, under the suspicas of A5 bounty:.

This gentleman lived (o see his benevolent plan carrded into execution,
and he enpoined his son (o pursue zt. [his injunction was faahtally
complisd with, bui the present Si Sidney considerably increased the
number of houses and mmbabriants, alfered the former rules dnd orders
o & more regulir and digesied set of laws, and called i (he vicar and
bis adherents, 4s the reader has already seen, (o assist bim in thew

execuln.

Thus, burning the Lancashire wiches was produciive of one public benets;
at least; for, bad not the bumanily of good old Sk Sidney (aken fire at
the cruel proposiion, in all probabiliy the village of Castlewrzk would
never have been buill.

[534] The swviving gentleman of (his fhmily [ now (4ke the lber(y of
ingroducing in form (o the reader. [He bhad many singulariizas: one [ have
already binted ai: another was & fxed aversion (o cards and dice; yet he

was 4 Strenuous encourdger of sl atbletic sports. e would someiimes
prich the bar himself] and was allowed (o be the best bowler ai cricker
within t(en miles. [He was an admzer of the a1(s, and never fhied (o
bring wirth him from (own, 4¢ the end of every sessins, 4 poey, & painter,

and 4 musiczan, who were obliged —and so indeed were 4l others who
wished for his esteemm—io accompany him in the différent depariments of



4is daly, as he called the regulation of his Litle commonwealih. Nay
sometunes he would se them (o work, on which occasion he enjoyed thezr
aWhEWardness.

Seeing once the wiy of & counsellor catch in the git of & (wisting mill, 4s
hbe was unhandily Cwrning i round, #f afftrded no small diversion (o the
baronet, who thoetiusly excloimed, "My good old fizend, you let your
learning Iy about a¢ a s¢range rage.”

No man was more admired, nor sought less to be so, than S Sidney.
Frven the boobias, with whom he could nof mix, because he never swore,
gamed, nor drank pin{ bumpers, declored he was & graflish odd sort of 4
bearty cock. [n short, his hear( was benevolent, his means were ample,
be was in the prame of e, swrounded with hundreds of sincere
Lrends—which 18 4 bold thing (o say-respected, valued, esteemed, sdored,
almosi detied, and yer he was no¢ bappy. [ could (ell the reader why, bug
shall only so thar indulge him as (o say that, according (o Stk Stdneys
own 4ccount, his unhappiness was occasioned by 4 phantom he had seen,
whch had so possessed bim, (hat he could noy resy in his bed (il he had
opened his mind (o i —Lbr, were [ (o unriddle the whole secret of (4is
ghost, the spudl and the readers curmisiy would vanish (ogether.

[ shall therefore collect (ogeather all the leading circumsiances, that [ may
the more adrorlly miroduce the (ime when, the place where, and the
manner how, 7 appeared. And this has been & privilege to authors and
old women (ime immemorizl; 4 clhmax hLaving ever been allowed the
proper moment (o miroduce & catasirophe, and the candlels burning blue
a stgnal 1or the qpproach of 4 hobgoblin.

As soon, therefére, as [ shall have (errified my readers into & beliel of
the proper prognosiic, (he 156/ ghost shall stalk forch. 10 sutfer this
sooner would be inariiicisl, and consequently 4n impeschment of my
capactly of (antalizing the reader, which would be an indelible disgrace (o
the frataniy of novel wrifers, some of whom have excifed no other
sensqqon.



[ hope, however, [ shall be forgiven i’ [ différ in the main fiom (A4S
mode of constructing my work, 4nd nof deemed an innovator i [
endeavour (o make satisraciion kegp pace with expectalion.



17. CHAPIER VII.

CONTAINING THE NECESSARY SHADOW, 10 HEIGHTEN THE
BEAUTIES OF CASTLEWICK:

[ MEAN ¢o lead the reader onm, chapter after chapter, through (his
Listory, n the same manner 45 we are led, day affer day, through Liré.

They who esperdence (he largest portions of buman happiness, are sure (o

hLave some unplegsant moments i every four-and-(wenly hours; whereas
the same degree of misery will not so 14z overcome the foririude of others:

but they find now and then & (ransteny gleam of plegsure, which, lke an

accidental creek through the wall of 4 dungeon, magnifes (he Lght of
comitrt, by peeping in upon obscurly.

A¢ the close of every dull day, we naturally lok forward in hopes of
finding the next more agrecable. [hus people comifor( themselves with
“Comorzow s 4 new day; "—'we shall see hbow matters will go (o-
morzow; "’ and (hus cherish 4 laudable expectatin, though if end perbips
only i disappoinment.

A%/ L am led (o these remarks by (he recolleciion of my hLaving promised
to tell the reader what S Silney wanted (o make him completely
hLappy- 76 do this suddenly, and withoui preparaton, would seem (o shew
that [ know no¢ the way (o elevate and swurprise; & mystery which more
than Mr. Bayes have (hought the most essentisl requisife of an suthor.

As no resader, therefére, can reqasonably desire me (o vwlate 4 standmg
rule, [ shall now proceed (o unfdld & nice chain of circumsiances, which
will lead darectly (o the main event.

In the descrption (hat bas been given of Casilewick, [ more than doubt I
hLave been shrewdly suspected of thay kind of embellishment in which
herves are said (o deal when speaking of therr explors, and lovers when
exvolling the charms of then misiresses. In fhcy, (o sugpose & body of
neqrly. five hundred pecple, of différenty sexes, 4ges, and complexions,
could be pertécily secure fiom evil in themselves, or guarded againsi the



Cemptations of others, would be (o suppose an order of bemngs (hat
cartamly shall not mirade themselves heare, my mnteniion baing (o (real of
buman cresiures, the bas¢ of whom, [ am afk4id, are nol exempy from
tradty. [ would only have 7 understood t(hat vices [39) exasted in
Castlewzzk no longer (han (il they were found out; at which (zme (he
partes were, 1or the Lt offénce, reprebended, for & second, mulcy; 1oz 4
thud, condemned (o have no intercourse with thew neighbours; and, 1or 4
Lourth, considered 4s incorzagible; and, withoui fovour or afféciin,
bangshed fiom the place, and deprived for ever of any claim (o #s
advantages.

When this bappened, which [ will say was very seldom, the offénders
genarally (ook refuge in another village, about (hree miles distant, called
Liiele Hockley, the inbabitants of which place were mosily (enanis of
Lord Hazsrd, and, as that nobleman had found no great ditfically in
bringing over the men, and the women (oo, (0 any of AL puzposes, I may
casily be supposed they were 4 very lkely people to afford such a leff-
handed asylum.

Little Hockley then was as fhmous for springes, (rammel nels, and
priched battles, as Castlewick was for crickel, quotts, and (ranquiliy;
and it one was without an aiiorney, that 4 proper number of (hay worthy
fratarniy might be kept up, the other mamniamed (wo. Nay, a spruce
young man, who mdeed had been porter (o an obscure drugyist, i 4 bhnd
alley near Kosemary-lone, establshed bimself (here as an apothecary,
who, when Lord Hazard [#0) it began (o reside at his seat, ordered 4
new stgn, and added (o Ais former qualificatins surgeon and man-
madwire.

(Cne great pleasure of the wicked wights of Liitle [Hockley, was ¢o
torment thetr more for¢unate neighbours of Castlewick, [hzs they effected
by certamn ralings and backbiiings; (o which explors of then foncy, they
added others, which were achioved by means of (hen fingers; 1or scarcely
& week pas¢ bui some hog was hamstrung, horse lamed, or house dog
banged. Sucking pizs and chickens dsappeared fiom (herr stias and
ro0sts, without the assistance of 4 10x; the cows were milked in the night
by (wo-banded urchins, and lambs ran away with by (wo-legged wolves.



These depredations ceased now and then, upon Sk Sidneys application (o
Lord Hazard, bui they constantly broke out again. [n (he mean (ime,
certan defiances were bregthed, and sometimes a few blows exchanged.

The vicar was not without frequent apprebensins (hat some of Ais
pargshioners, meeling WiIhA So many msulling provocaiions, and bemg
healthy, spuried men, would once for all (ake such a revenge as mijhl
mvolve the communiy in (rouble; for one /4]/ or two of them had been
already cufed (o the quarier sessions, where # requued (he whole inieresy
of St Sidney (o prevent thew paying heavy damages, though what they
did was perhaps in reseniment of some insuli offéred (o a wité or
daughier.

At the time Lord Hazard petitioned the lords for bis divorce, St Sidney
was ailending with greal earnesiness his duly in the lower house. 73’2,&7'21/9“
advantage of (his oppordunily, & month had scarcely passed before the
Hockley men, grown more audacious than ever, had zrrtated (hewr
peaceable nerghbours so offen, that three stoul bruising maiches had
already been the consequence; and though the Hockley boxers would bave
cut no contempiible fgure in (he learned Mr. MENDOZA s school, yet
S0 happened —perhaps because a r4ght cause 15 Aalf the victory—ihe men
of Castlewick were (he conquerors.

Seeing matters at this extremzly, and unwilling (o (rouble St Sidney,
the vicar determined (o pay & vis# (o the curate of Liftle [Hockley, for
that parish, which was a rectory, had not been blas¢ with & sight of s
mmcumbent for (en years. Indeed that worthy member of the church, who
was also & member of & gaming club, commuied for (he (dhes and sl
other immunities of his Lving, and had given up, [#5] among other
advaniages, the 1ght of appointing 4 curige.

The gentleman who made (his purchase Lved in the neighbourbood, snd
was called Major Malplaguet. He bad distinguished bimsell in (he wazrs of
the low counizdes, when very young, under the fimous [Duke of
MALBOROUGH, and was now late in Iifé in quist possession of bis
patenal seat, and 4 very fine for¢une.



The Major bad & chaploin, who, 7 mus¢ be contéssed, did no¢ look much
Lke & cergyman. e had been in the wars (oo, and indeed he fought

much befter than he prayed. [ will ilusirate his character By an
anecdote.

A clergyman being on a visit (o & captain of & man of war, a smart gale
sprung up S0 Suddenly that the vessel parted her cable, and was burzred
out ¢o sea. No barm happened, bug # gave the crew & greal deal of
trouble. The boagswain, who in the language of bis messmates, was a dey
band, coming upon the forecastle, cried, "Sink me i [ did no¢ think as
this would be the case. [ will be keelbauled if we have had & bi of good
lTuck since (hat there parson came aboard. OF all the fish that swims, [
cannot abide 4 parson. [ never sadled [43] but once befire with 4 parson,

and then we bad not & fhz wind the whole voyage. "

Wever but once!” said one of his companins, why a chaploins parson,
ent be””

Avast that slack cha(ter, 'said (he boatswain, 4 chaploin & parson, bey!”

‘Why [ tell you he 75, says the other, he wears black, and says
prayers.”

‘Why then [ suppose, ' regorted the boagswain, (he devils an alderman
because he weazrs horns.—AlL the chaploins [ ever knew were bonest
hearty cocks: good 1&llows, who would not mind making & cartain of (hez
black gown, (o hide 4 prey lass. None of your grave thinking genilemen;
but roqring boys, who sbenzizg you whal they are, and lelmg you whAal
they ought (o be, leave you (o your choice whether youll go (o heaven by
therr preaching, or (o the southward by thewr example.”

This worthy member of the church milifant, whose name was Standiist,
had, i his younger days—itor he was now near [fly—perfbrmed 4s
many explotts of the buckish Aind as ever distingugshed [#4] the
Mobawks, Sweaters, or any other set of desperados who used formerdy (o
parade the streets of London, (o the (erzor of every decrepid waichman,
and the demolifion of his lanthorn. He was the very mén who once



proposed (o give the wazler of 4 coffée-house 4 rouleqau, (o see Lbow e
wonld Lok

Besides all this, hbe hbad Killed hbis man; and, baving absconded (o
Flanders, he ron away with & nun fiom & convent, married her, spent
ber forqune, se¢ her adiifl, and entered & volunieer in the armmy, where
the officers—Linding bim & genteel man—rbeang informed of Ais fanciin,
procured him &4 chaplaincy.

In this sifuatin Standlast was parirzalarly notzced by Major Malplaquet,

who bemg & man of sigular credulily, so ai{tached himself’ (o his new
acquainiance, (hat be soon became bis 4l in sl Indeed (he chaploin bhad
many qualiias (hat rendered him qgreeable (o the mapor. He would diink
clarey, play at put, and beal a revells, with any mén in the corps.

bLeasides these winning accomplisbments, he had other accommodating
methods of endearing himself’ (o his patron. He offen complimenied him

with the possession of some yrelding female he had bimselt’ grown (red
off and never 1giled, i husbands or rfathers grew impertment and
(roublesome, (o /4/57 brazen the malter ouf. In short, hLaving gamed &

consummale knowledge of the world, by a scrupulous hardness of beliet; 4

total wani of every féeling bul selfinteres, and 4 craiicsl exercise of
observatwon, he penetraited every man ks characterisiic roible, and worked
upon # 4s he pleased.

Stch was the Kev. Mr. Standfhst, pravate chaplain (o Major Malplaguet,
and curate of Little Hockley. 10 (his pezson [ am going (o introduce the
vicar of Castlewick, who, conscius of (he reciiiude of Ais own inleniins,
was mdulging himself in  the Matlering hope that his edbils, in
copqunciion with those of the curate, would elféciually make up every
bregch berween the (wo conlending pariies.



18 CHAPIER VIII.

BEING FULL OF PASTIME AND PRODIGALZITY:

70 the qualigies already celebrated in T;’q@r Standbst—or so had hbe
been nicknamed by his companions, fiom the ulter impossibilily of (aming
Lim—1 shall add, (hat, let bim converse with whom be might, be, 4s the
phrase 13, Anew bis man; and was always provided with so many sbifls
and (urns, that come what would be was never off bis guard. Besides he
bad an sdmirable Anack of siding with Ais enemy, the better (o laugh at
Lzm,

7/ thought 7 necessary (o premise (4Ais, lest the reader should wonder how
7t came about that the moment he saw Mr. Midman he should not only
welcome him with 4l imaginable courtesey, bul declare he inlended, the

nexy morning, (o Aave paid him 4 vis#, in order (o consulf wih hLim on

the very subjecy which had now brought them (ogether:—adding, 4s he
Cook the good old vicar by the hand, (hat he bad & bard (ime of 1f indeed,

but bad examples were (errible (hings, and it Lord Hazard [47] woald
encourage 4is (enan(s in idleness—whbih Mzr. Midman s experdence must
bave long (qught bim 75 the corner stone of the (emple of corruplion —of
whay avaid were ol hAis prayers, nay Ais (ears, in enfbrcing efther then
duaty towards God or thewr neighbour:.

The astonished vicar could scarcely credit his ears. He had not (o learn
the general characier of Standthst: but, on the contrary, had both heard
and believed much il of bim: and indeed, on his way, had unchiarisbly,
as he now thought, comyured up 4 number of dificuliies in Ais mind,
which he expected would be thrown in the way of Ais beneficent plan.

This Standtbst well knew, and as (he Lizs¢ blow in argument, as well as
bozang, 75 4 manites¢ advantage, he hbad the iward satisthotion —[ say
mward because his features betrayed no such sensation—of seeimng his
angagonisy siruck aghast.



76 pursue this fizs¢ blow, therefore, he thus went on. 7 see Mr. Mildman

you are shocked (o find [ bave no more ifluence over my parishiners.”

The vicar, (o whom (ruth was as habitual as perjary 78 (o an aiiorney,
with (he utmost simplierly of hear¢ immediately answered: “You have not
at all divined the subject of my astonishment. [ was admiing that (he
wordd could be so unnecessarily slanderous (o hLave described you 45 4
dissolute and immorgl characier, and one who—pardon me 101 using the
expression, was a scandal to your cloth; whereas you sppesr (o me—"

Ab, " cried Standtyst, poor deluded wreiches [ forgive them. But what
oo they say? [{ 45 of consequence that [ should clear my character (o you.
Their slander [ smile at, but your 2/ cpinion! What do they say, dear Mr.
Mildman ?”

Why S’ replisd the vicar, since [ see you bear i with a proper
trmness, [ will (el you. '— Sk down sz, said Standtbse.’

The vicar having complisd with Ais request, proceeded (o inform him

that, in the fizsq place, #f was said he drank very hard for & clergyman.

Wot & drop more, in general, (han (wo bottles at & skting,  said
Stondthst, and never more (hon four” “Pour botiles! excloimed (he
vicar. "Why what is that; crted Standtbse very calmly, I my desr s

you had been in countries where [ have, you must bave drank. Ay, ay, #
75 be(ter (o be carrded off (o bed in Lguor than in an ague. [hen,

beyween ourselves, the mgpor 18 4 notable (oper; never sius (il the sixth

bottle, though there should be only be and [ (o drank #: and [ dare not
disoblige my patron: [ bate mgraiiiude. [ only ask you Mz Midman i
any thing could induce you (o thwart the will of Sk Sidney?”

Str, | cried the vicar, with a look of extreme sensibilily, # 75 (he study
of my Ufé (o deserve his bounty.”

“That was spoken, ' sazd Standfist, (oo warmly not (o have come ffom the
beary. You must, my desr si pledge me in & glass (o Su Sidneys
health. Here bring some wine.”



The vicar, who, though he never was drunk in bis Iifé, could (ake & glass
or ¢wo, and very frequenily did at S Sidneys table, made no great
ditticaliy (o comply.

Two bogtles of wine were immedistely brought, (wo glasses poured out,
and soon emptiod (o the health of the vicars patron. Standtbst asked Mz
Mildman i he liked his por( as well as St Sidneys? at the same (ime
excusing humself fiom drnking any, saying that nothing bui clarer
agreed with Lim.

The vicar commended the wine, but said # had & aryish sour smack
after 7t. “Gowfe 7% & ferreirng nothing else, said Standthst, i i the

very excellence of 7. "

Perbaps so,' said the vwar, bu¢ (o our busmess.” WNo s’ said
Standtyst, you shall purge me of all my secref fhulis. It has long been
my ambition (o be Anown (o you, and [ promise mosi (ruly, if you can use
any i srgument before you go, (o convince me of (he leas| impropriely
in my conduct, [ will amend 7t immediately.”

Stz | said the vicar, It is handsomely said; and, after this declaratin, [
will not belweve you the man you hLave been represenied (o me. You 4

murderer!”
A murderer! echoed Standibst, T sbbor the ides.”

Y dare say you do sir,’ cried the vicar, and yet the wicked world says
you killed & man in & duel.”

Ch 75 that alll’ said Standtbst, 7 was compelled to 7. FPeor Ned—be was
a worchy fellow—I/ bad & great regard for bim, bui he would insis¢ upon
7, so [ ran bim through the body.”

Mercy on us,’ cried the vicar, and do you féel no remorse for bhaving the
blood of & fellow creature upon your head?”

Wot zn an attbzr of bonour,” said Standfyst. [t was impossible (o be
avorded. "



Honour!” cried the vicar with great vebemence, 7 7s & prosiiiuiion of the
word., Can 7 be bonour, because & man has perbaps unwitingly affronied
me, (o shed Ais blood, sand desolate his fomily? [s 7t honour, because there
are men of dasperaie foriunes, wih whom # Is satér (o fhce 4 pistol (han
a balter that [ must edther féar (o detect thew villany, or pui my lfé
wpon 4 footing wrth (hews.”

Spoken ke an oracle, my dear su’ said Standtist, but # will
sometimes unavoilably happen (hat (wo men of perfécy honour, who wish
one another extremely well, shall suddenly dispute, (i, grown warm, one
or the other shall use an opprobmius qprither, which his fdond cannog
brook. What is o be done?—the man must be knocked down you know. "

“Rnocked down! hollowed the vicar, 4nd so make (he breach (oo wide fbr
all possibilify of reparation. No sir, the bighest courdge 75 (o plfy passion,
not take advantage of . Convince &4 man info 4 concession, and your
trazmph 35 doubly noble. Why should & (517 of passion be sooner resented
than the sally of & madman? Besides, according to your own rules, not (o
speak of iz wickedness, can any thing be so silly as duelling? A man
recerves an igury: what 5 the satistaction he asks? why (raly be inviies
the aggressor in (ermys of perfécy polifeness, (o meel him 4t & cer(ain
(zme, where he requests, as an allonementy for the wrong, (Aar Ais
adversary may exert 4l his skill (o (ake away bis Lifé.”

The vicsr, who had now drenk (wo glasses, made the above declaraiion
with uncommon vebemence. Standfhst, i a pretended rapture embraced
bim, conféssed he was become Ais convery, and fllng the glasses 1oz (he
thud time, gave the major for & (045T.

This the vicar could not avoid drinking. He determined however 1z should
be the lasg; three glasses being 4t any (ime Ais wuimos¢ sting. He had
scarcely drank when, whether #f was owing (o the guige 2b Lo ferrezzne,
or berng wazm upon the subject, or what [ shall not now (ske upon me (o
say, but cetamly he gave manifesi signs of being disordered fiom (op (o
Coe. [Is eyes sparkled, his head became dizzy, and bis chai was of (he
same use (o him 4s a pole 18 (o a4 rope-dancer; for, withoul I, he
assuredly would bave (umbled down. Nor could he help (estitying some



applause a¢ the end of 4 Iitlectonscnciss which Standtbst had been
negligently singing. A¢ this the latter declared, with a vidlent oath, (hat
hbe was the hearizest companion he ever Anew.

The vicar blamed him severely for swearing, but, stamping his 16of (o
enforce the rebuke, he (zod upon the log of a dog (hat lay befbre the fire.
The cur having recerved a private in{imalin from his master, dew a¢
the vicar, who, with great diffically, and an exclamatin of ‘damn the
dog, ” got out of his way.

Standthst now 1ell foul of the vicar; (elling him that he might plainly see
there were provocalions (hAay might induce 4 man (o swear; (hAay the
words themselves were no more (han other words; and (hat men wused
Indjscriminately God bless you, and s cpposie expression, when neither
&g benediciion nor & curse was in ther hear(s: which he was sure was the
case i relaton (o the vicar, 4s the exclamation agamnst the dog was
certamly ultered withoul the smallest premediated malice.

Ch s1r, " said poor Mildman, whose speech now became affécted, 1 would

not wish the destruction of the smallest repidle. As (o the poor dumb
creature, what be did was natural. [ (rod upon bim, and be dew a¢ me: [
did bim an ipgary, and be resenied "

Vust my case, said Standthst, In the afthir of the duel.”

‘Ot no,’ craed the vicar; as (o the duel—ihe due/—vyou see in relatwon (o

the duel—a man (hat is miosicated with passim—" Us as bad,’
mterrapted Standlast, 4s a man infoxzcated with lguor.”

‘Ot yes,’ craed the vicar, (hat is another terzible evil. When 4 man s
drunk, he réels—ihat 75 the lguor mounts (o his head—and i’ the
giddiness—which 15 the efféct off—what 75 the malter with me—I~»—but
Zf 75 no such (hing—f i5—im—aim—impossible that—Chb dear me—"

Foor Mildman, sinking back in Ais chazy, now fell fhst aslecp; whih
Standtbst no sooner saw, than he ordered in (wo sturdy fellows, who were
at /55/) band, snd bid them Lay the vicar in 4 certain field, where some
of hzs fock would be sure (o find him.



This was all that Standfbst really meant; for, being 4 pertéct school boy
at 4 fivlie, and having long indulged &4 desire of (ouching the vicar on the
side of his sobriety, wupon hearing of Ais coming (o consuli with him, he
hbad infused 4 féw grains of crude cprum into 4 boiile of port, which
caused thal guufe @b 4 ferresre (he vicar complamed of and so acied
both upon his head and his unsuspreous lemper 4s, 4t the thud glass, (o
throw bim ingo 4 complete state of in{oxIation.

This deception [ should have imparied a¢ the beginning of (his chapter,
bug for my constany observance of (Aay necessary eliguelie which [ binted
(o my readers in the begmning of the /4sc.

The (wo féllows, however, who carrded out the vicar, were not so easily
congented. 1o get the parson completely info (hewr cluiches, was such &
trtumph, that t(hey were determined (o make the most of it. [hey
therefore sirgpt bim of Ais coat, put bim on an old jerkin, paiched with &
bundred différent colours, se¢ him in (he middle of 4 field, upon & broken
chazr, propy up by 4 féew siakes, (o preveny bim fiom f5ling, where e
looked exacily like 4 fgure placed (o fitghien the crows.

Very for¢unagely for (he poor vicar, the clak and (he schoolmasier passed
over the fild & few minutes after the Hockley men had left him. [hey
were gomng (o Li(le Hockley with & view (o meel (he good man, and
loqarn the success of Ais enterprize; and were scarcely within 4 hundred
yards of the supposed scarecrow when they saw # move of dself] as i
appeared, for (here was nol a breath of wind sturing. Upon (his, looking
with more ailentwn, # goi wpon s legs, staggered (wv or (hree paces,
and 1&ll down.

Fortéetly convinced 7 mus¢ be &4 human being, they wenl up (o i; bug
what words can describe thew 4sionishment when they heard the vore
and beheld the féatures of the vicar.

The ¢two men who bad stood sloof now made thetr appearance. [hey were
soon afterwards jomned by almost Lalf the village, who, seeng the vicar in
the hands of 4z fivends, began (o cpen upon them.



“Pine doings indeed,’ said one; 4y, ay, the st sow sucks ol the grains.”
“Yes, yes, ' cried another, there be black shecp at Castlewick as well /577
as at other places. "The clerk and schoolmaster reforted, that they were
sure some (rick had been played.

Odd rot 1z, said 4 thid, 4 reare (vick (o be sure. Here mus¢ your
parson cum (o 4ee our parson, and nothing would zarve un, 48 he sed,
but bleeding the sellers, and 4o you do see, after he had got mean drunk,
we (ook and geed un 4n auing in our veeld, (o fFight away (he crows. —

‘Odds wounds, ' craed snother, your drunken parson makes & mortal good
scarecrow?!” a¢ which they 4l sef up & horse laugh.

The clerk and the schoolmaster having asked the vicar several questions,
and found, ffom b5 uller mncapackly (o give & rational answer, they stood
very li¢le chance of knowing the (ruth—tor as (o & single (#tle (o Ais
proudce, nothing could induce them (o creds #—{hey contenied
themselves with demanding Ais coay, hat, and wiay, whih were
peremplorily refused; the ringleader swearing they should be putl upon 4
Lgure of the vicar, and (hat very night burni in efligy.

Seetng that all therr attempts (o recover (hese spoils were 1n vain, (hew
nexy care was how (o get home then charge, when, fortunately, 4 (died
cart happening o go by, they called the drtver, who Anowing them, wilh
97647 readiness assisted (o convey the vicar (o his vehile, hear(ily
concerned 47 his deplorqble condifon, and vowing revenge a4gainst (hose
who had reduced him (o 1.

The cart set off one way, and the crowd another, shouting in (rdumph 43
they bore away thew (rophies, and swearing (o exhibn, them upon 4 pile
of 1agyots as soon as # should be dark.

Whether (hey did so or not will be known hereafter; but not in (he next
chapier, that being approprraied for another subject. Besides, the reader
may wish (o be released for & (mme from (he brufes of Liftle Hockley.
Nay 7 s not impossible but be may, in some small degres, revoli at these
latter circumstances. What a shocking indignily (o méake so amisble &
man drunk, let him swear, and affterwards in{roduce him 45 & scarecrow?!



75 these objections—tor [ own [ am myself shocked ai the thcis—/ musq
beg to plead that [ am only (he historsan of (hese (ransaciins; bug, i1
were the invenior, [ really (hink (hal they are the very cunning of (he
scene; for the more ai(rocmus the Hockley men 4ppesr, (he more lusire
will be (hrown round (he worthias of Castlewrck.

As for the swearing, [ own [ had some idea of smothering 7, but [ will
prove beyond conlradiction (hat # is natural even in the excellent Mr:
Mildman.

The reader cannot wish for & more (raly morgl characier (o dlusiraje the
postizon than Doctor JOHNSON. This great man, we are (old by Mr
BOSWEYL, while on Ais (our once made use of the words “what the
devil: "—/ forge whether if was on (hat evening (he young lady sat upon
4is Enee, 101 then there would have been no greal improbabilily in Az
féeling the gentleman hbe mentined & ILitle busy:—bul he Abasiily

recalled bimself] and correcied his expression.

Now  “what the devil,” from [Dr. JOHNSON, pertécily sober, [ insis¢
upon 7, 15 about upon 4 par with “damn the dog” from Mr. Mildman,
drank; for drunkenness has (he same efféct upon the spuis, whether we
150 ingo 7 by accident or design. Nay drags and charms may very lkely
create a stronger delitum, and [ have no manner of douby bui (hat i
Or. JOANSON could (hat evening have been prevailed upon (o drink
tarmented lguor, # I5 within bare possibilily—or [ contend for no
more—hat he might have whispered (o his fdend BOSWELL that the
lady was & démned fine gud, or some such buckishness.



1.9. CHAPIER /X.

SHEWING WHO ARE THE FPROFER CONFIDENTS IN CASES OF
LOVE.

STANDFAST, as soon as be understood what had been done with (he
vIcqr, appeared well enough saiistied, though he did not 157 (o declare
that the matier had been carrred 4 greai deal (oo 14z However, at¢ the
mapors in the evening he gave the story in ol IS pertéciion; enlarging 4
Litle indeed on one ariicle, which was i saymg (hat the vicar drank ke
a fish— ‘bug,’ said he, looking very earmestly at Mzs. Malplagquet, few
vir(ues are so pracizcable as people would fedgn (each us (o believe. [he
detection of one hAypocrale has in X mert enough (o afone for Lfly sins
openly commifted. What say you major.”

Why [ say,’ replied the major, (hat hypocrisy is a4 low sio; a Kind of
rank and fle vice; and ought (o be drumed oug of every regiment of
hbones¢ t&llows. Don 't you (hink so chicken?’ said he (o his wite.’

Certainly [ do,’ said she, and as no man alive has less of that meanest
of vices than yowrself, [ may the more fFeely ulter my detestation of 4.’

You may be assured the wors( of hypocrifes 75 he who covers his decer)
with the praciice of other vices. Al you can do with such & man i no¢ (o
(rus him (oo 141: but how dreadftd 7 15 (o be always doubling & man you
would wish (o think well of! You will say he keeps you & siranger (o Ais
hLypocrasy, and leaves you almost secure he 15 no such characier, by cpenly
avowing Ais other sins. [his very cricumstance ought (o excriie your
susppeion of bis honesiy; for whay does he see in one fLdend more (han
another, unless perbaps (o make bim Ais dape.”

“This may be all very (rue, madam,’ said Standtist, but [ mus¢ say i
appeszs (o me (o be &4 very unchariable kind of judgment: [ hope there
are no such persons as you descrabe.”



7 am sure sz [ should be 45 willing o hope so as you, ' said the lady,
but [ cannol give myself that indulgence; 1oz, unchariiable a5 i may be,
[ still insis¢ that there is one such characier at least in (he wordd.”

Come, come, [ hope not,’ sazd the mapr, i 7 were only for (he honour
of the corps of buman nature.”

Well, ' sazd the lady, since zf has gone so far, [ beg that [ may have
leave (o prove what [ advance, merely (o clear myself from Mz
Standtbst s imputation of unchariableness.’

Y will suppose a case: A gentleman shball be in your bouse, as Mz
Standthst zs; recetve your protection, countenance, and fidendship; and, in
the moment you are heiping benefits upon him—in fall assurance that
you couniy every thing upon his graiiude—shall harbour dishonourgble
destgns agains your wite; shall eternally (eaze her when she is alone;
behave himsell’ so pariicular (o her in company, (hat she 18 obliged to
force (hat deportment in(o cons(rainl which she could wish should be
cheerftlness; and, in the mean (ime, she dreads (o make her persecuiions
Anown, for réar of il consequences from the anger of her busbind. [n
what order of hypocrites would you class this man? What would he
deserve?”

Desave! crted the mapor, to be fogged (il every thread of hemp was
wozn off the cat o nine (aus. Bul pray now chicken do you mean (his 48
mere generdl conversaiion, or IS there any (hing miended by #?"

b that 75 impossible,’ said Standtbst, nudging ber at the same (zme
under the (able.’

Pabaps nog,’ cried the lady, enjoying his confismn; ¢ sny rate you
bave no objection (o my making i known, [ hope.”

V—n0—Ch no madam—I—not the least ' —and then recovering bimself
& Lftle—no¢ the smallesi objection you may be sssured.”

Veary well s’ said Mzs. Malplaguet, since # is & mafier of such
pertécy indifférence (o you, [ will (4ke an cpportunily when [ am (ete 4



Cete with my husband, of endeavowrang (o shew him Ahis fiends fiom his
enemias. A¢ present,’ added she, 1 should be obliged (o you (o zing (he
bell, 7t may recover you fiom your f#ght¢. "

Standthst¢ did a5 he was deswed, (he ladys woman made her appearance,
and she retired (o her chamber, saying, as she wen( out, ‘adiou mapor;
and for you Mr. Standfast, [ wish you (his and every night s sweel &
repose, with 4l your vitues, as (hat of Mr Midman, wih al Ahis
bypoczisy.”

The (wo gentlemen bemng lefi (o themselves, a silence of 4 few minutes
ensued. A¢ length the mapor goi up suddenly, and having shul the door,
and locked iz, advanced (o Standfist in & most determined stride, and
wttered, in 4s determined a tone, Looke Si—if' [ thought [ harboured &
rascal m my house, [ would not wazl for a4 court mar(ial—ihbis ears!—
dam me bis ears should in (wo minutes be nailed agains¢ the wall, in
terzorum (o all scoundrels who dared o come as splas into a gentlemans
camp! That my wite meant something 75 evident; (hat she would not run
a sk of exasperating me without cause is as evident; (ell me, therefore,
what you know of the matter; for fire me, Mr. Standtbst, but 7 shall be
explained.”’

Standtyst, who had taken good time (o sort¢ bis cards, began now (o
consider bow he should play his game; and knowing the mapors credulily
fo Ais strongest suafy, after stpulating for 4 patient hearing, he thus
began.

You vey wel Anow, majr, you are upwards of seveniy; whereas your
lady 75 no¢ more than (wenly-{ive. She marrded you agamnst her will, out
of mere filisl piny; and [ sipcerely beliove has been as fhuliless in hber
conduct 45 she i1s besutitt/ in her person. You Aave often said our souls
wezre congeniil; and, (hay though there were no consangunily between us,
nature made us brothers. [s i wonderttl then [ should admire what you
do? When the deser¢ion of a recreant pin bas displayed ber spreading
bosom, bursting like a Lly fiom #s pod, or 4 fidendly stide betrayed her
Caper log (o my view, [ will no¢ deny bug i has fired my imiginaiion,



and i the sweel madness of (hat delicwus moment, [ hAave been 4
rascall—ibave loved your wite!—ibave told her of #/—'

Ot mgjor! you do not know what 7 is (o chergsh 4 hopelass passion: you
are happy: you possess the objecy of your wishes, while [ pine in despazr.”

I Q@}S}Dc?l'l‘./ ay, and so you ought, ' creed the mapor; what the devil would
the man have? Han ¢t you my fidendship, my creds, my puzse?”

Wone of which I deserve, ' said Standbst.”’

‘Why no [ ¢hink no¢ indeed,’ returned t(he mgjor, % you cannof be
content wihout my wité mio the bargain. No, no, [ chuse, if you plesse
sz, (o have her afféctions (o myself!”

Come, come,’ said Standthst, major that 75 oo much; you know she did
not marry you for love. She may have & figendship for you, bul ssure
yourself no afféction at her age for & man of yours.”

‘Why, ' grambled the major, there may be something in (ha, but s¢ill si
that 75 nothing (o you.”

U¢ 45 s0 fhr something (o me, said Standfbst, that i serves me (o
exculpate myselfi for i she bad loved you, [ would sooner have cul my
Congue oul of my mouth than have sutfered 7 even (o have whispered my
passion. Bug you see bow very excuseable [ am: Younger t(han you by
almost (wenly years, versed 4l my Lfé in the 41(s of pleasing women,
and you know very wel how many [ have spared you in the charming
days of our youth.”

Wel, well,’ said the mapr, that [ dont pretend (o deny.”

Mony a delicious gid,’ returned Standtbst, (65 that doted on me have
[ torn from my own arms (o present (o my fdend.”

S0 you bave—so you bave' —said the mapor.’

And what thanks you gave me for /" said Standthst. Don't you
remember (he litle subuwn hared wench a¢ (Ghent?”



‘What the counsellors wise? cried t(he mapor. She was a charming
woman, by my foith. Come give me some wine. [ wonder what is become
of hezr?"”

Y don't know,’ said Standfhst; but major neither you nor [ boggled at
ber beang married, (hat [ recollect.’

“True, (rue,’ cried the magor, but that you know was & diferent aftazi”

It was indeed,’ returned Standtyst, for [ insist wpon it [ shewed myselt,
i that mstance, capable of & more exalied fidendship than you qre; 1oz [
loved her, possessed her, and yei gave her up (o you: deprived myself of &
sweey folicaly (o oblige my fidend. Ab mapr you never got the star¢ of
me but in (his last business. How diférent things used (o be. [he gayest,
the most accomplished yielded (o me in the 41¢ of pleasing, and (il [ was
satistied none dared a(tempt (o make 4 choice.—Now, & foolish woman,
who loves nerther of us, 75 (o Sow disseniion between (wo Lfends, who are
all the wordd (o each other.’

2

Dam me,’ crded the mapr, bul she shall nof; and i # was only 4
mistress, curse me i [ dont think that (ongue of yours would prevail
wih me noy (o stand upon nicelzs: bui you Anow, Stondtbst, as i 15"

Cb, " crded the chaplain, however miserable [ may be, [ will consume in
stlence rather than utter another syllable.”

‘Well ¢hat s fidendly, said the mapr. However, ' refurned the chaplain, 1
bope you will lay an igranciion on Mrs. Maplaguet (o (reai me wih
crvalagy. "

Ot you may depend upon (hat, answered (he mapor.’

And [ think, ' said Standtist, 7 may venture (o insist that [ am not the

bypocrite the lady bas thought proper (o call me.” T answer for thag,’

sazid the mapor.’

Wo, no,’ repeated the chaplain, any scoundrel if you please, Mzs.
Malplaguet, but & bypocrage.”



After this, upon asking the major it (here was any remiining AnINOSLY;
4zs patron shook hLunm hear(ily by the hLand, and swore he believed hLim (o
be the worthiast fellow upon earth; for where, ' said he, 73 there another
man who, being in love with your wité, would have the honeasty (o conféss
7t to your thce?”

Having brought this dizlogue between (ame credulily and unblusbing
impudence (o an end, [ shall only add ¢hatg (his worghy fidendship seaned
(o be stronger cemented by whal had passed.

The remainder of (he conversatim (urned on (hew former explorls, in
which Standfhst did not lose s2ght of the mam poml; but enlarged
wherever he could on the satisticiin he had always recerved in
administering (o (he magors pleasures.

A¢ length the major was led off (o bed in much about the same state of
inebrialy as the reader may remember (o have seen Mr. Midman.

Betore [ take my leave of this chapier, [ sball say & word or (wo
concerning Mzs. Malplaguer.

This lady, who was one of (hose lLiving sacrifices which avarice offérs up
at the shrine of mleresy, had, (o say the (ruth, a very dificali (4sk (o

patorm. Her parents, though sprung fiom an honourable fhmily, were of
a younger branch, and, therefore, could give her bui 4 thousand pounds.

The only man she ever loved had deseried her, for & pert ploce of
detormily with jus¢ by (imes that sum. [hus, being pertéctly
mdifferent what became of herself] she gave her hand, as the good
chaploin bas slready kindly noticed, (o the major, oul of perfecy obedience

(o her fiends.

The ILife she had led since—ihe only plegsurable moments of which were
those she passed alone—may be easdly guessed. [he audacius
Importunities of Standthsc were much bolder than edther he or she bad
descrbed; and he hLaving repeated them in Some way (Aay nighty so as
extremely (o offend her—ithough she was remarkable for complacency
and sweetness of (emper—hber anger had so for goi the better of her
forbearsnce, 4s (o fthrce fom hber (hat declaratin of Standthstls



dishonourable imieniions, which the reader A4s already seen he conirived,
by the power he had over Ais patron, so (o palliate as (o leave her the
object of resentment rqther than him.

[ mention this for féar Mzrs. Malplaquet, for whom [ would wish (o
interast the reader, should be wronglully supposed (o be one of those
outrageously viduous ladies who are etarmally singing forth (hew own
praises, les¢ the world, fiom 1s natural uncharaiableness, should unkindly
magine they are enlziled (o no prage aiy all-—a pracixe a7 preseni in
great and general creds. And really [ do not see why 7zt should not; for
who so proper (o be the herald of &4 manls merdls a5 bimself? since he is
surely competent (o speak (o his own motives, fiom & thorough Enowledge
of whence (hey ordgmate. And if be should (urn the best side outward, 7
oughtt (o be considered 4s & merriorus expedient (o pui himself upon 4
1o0ting with Ais netghbour, and so pay him in his own coin; 4ppearance
being as requisiie (o establish one sor( of repuiation 4s paper (o establsh
another; nerther of which could sustamm any solid credr wiahoul such
assistance: for honour 15 4 commerce 4s well 4s business, and such idesl
resources often preventy bankrupicias in both.



L10. CHAPIER X.

CONTAINING TWO NEW CHARACTERS—FPERFACILY ORIGINAL.

THE worthy curate, in his way home, exuliing 4t (his new instance of
4zs mfluence over the major, ullered, or rather [ believe reflected, the
1ollowing solidogezy -

Lounds what an escape’—but 7 is nothing (o 4 genius like mine. Foor
dolg, how glortously [ ride him! As (o madam, [ tancy shell (el no more
tales. IThis 75 reducing things (o & system: but [ always said #. 1o
palliste an accusation, i you (4ke 4 man by (hat foible his generosiy, you
are sure (o be saté. Men are always lLbersl when there 75 nothing

required but words.’

But to expedients. I[his woman s a feol: [ bad a scheme (o her
advaniage. Her busband cannol Iive long, especizlly 4s [ drench bim, snd
would she join me, we might make & comfor(able (hing on'¢ when once [
should bave preached bis faneral sermon. Wel, if she will kick down hber
[7H] basker of glass ware, that is her business. [ will (ry her however
once more. [ am secure ffom any zmperiment (a((lng. The mayor will
4esr no more comploints. [f she comes (o, [ shall be charmed, for, (o 54y
the (ruth, she 18 & lovely woman: if nog, shall [ s¢ake my interast against
hber L7 No, not were she & Venus.’

“To-morzow [ will begin the atcack, and if she should noy copriulate i 4
week, [ will then qppear (o raise the stage; but i shall be only (o prepare
4 muine, which, when once sprung, shall either desiroy her, or make her
prasoner at the mercy of her congueror: in which case she will not find in
me the continence of FOMFEY or ALEXANDER. —No, no, my business
8 (o talk of vatue; let fbols praciise iz, who are content to (ake i for
then reward.”

Whether 2l or any par of Standfasts plon was puf in execution wil
bereatter be seen. When he came (o (he above pawd, he hbad just
tingshed his meditation and his walk, and having knocked 4a¢ his door,



was le¢ in by his confidential sexrvant, who beat Scrub oul of sight, i
point of varisty in his employments; for as Scrub bad one employment for
every day in the week, Mr. Flush—ior that was bis name—ibad one 1or
almos¢ every day in the year. Nor, (o say the (ruth, was there ever any
person betler cul oul for & great manis appendige, ror [ hope the reader
already allows Mz Stondbst (o be & great man; and 4s (o Mr. Flush, or
Mr. Kiddy Flush—br he had also a nick name—if' a fork be necessary
(o g Anité, fuel (o 4 fire, & scabbard (o & sword, & buckel (o & wel, &
et Co an altorney, or a bully (o & bawd, the services of (hal r4ahbLid
adherent were essentzilly materzal and absolutely necessqry (o his worthy
prancgpal: nay [ question i Kiddy was not very near, it not alfogether as
greal an orgmnal s his masier.

As, bowever, my opinion 15 of very litle consequence if my good resder
does no{ comcide with #f, [ think # absolutely incumbent on me (o
delineate the portrail of the said [lush, or Kiddy—itor he was as offen
called one a4s the other——so let the claum (o superiordy resy erther on (he
stde of the man or masier, a5 # shall appear by the drawing; and as # 78
usual m porirans (o dlusiraie the charactier by some cymbolecal ornament,
through the means of which you can [y your fnger on the canvas and
say this 15 4 general, for he has 4 (runcheon in Ais hand, and (his 4
bugcher, for hbe hbas & nosegay in bis bosom, so will [ give the like
mrellible (rars (o Anow the characterisiic marks of Kz&z’a’y& most striking
qualies.

As o bis person, #f was, for bis size—or he was only four féet eleven
inches high—1he mosy compact that ever was seen; but then, 45 i nature
bad been 1éa11ul, had she finished t(he fivoni of (his wel propor(ioned
stractare equal (o the res¢ of the work, lest she should have been (empied
(o have thrown down her (ools in despaz, his face was the most singlar
prace of detbrmily that can be concerved.

s nose and chin, lke the head and tar of & weathercock, pomied
dittérent ways; yel not¢ east and wes(, nor north and south, but (o the
zenrth and nadir.



Some were of opinion (hat he had no mouth when he was born, but (hat
the cperator had made an incision (o sezve for one and (hal being i 4
burzry, and b5 scissors none of the sharpest, he had not only cul # in an
obligue direction, fiom the right side of the under jaw up (o the leff
cheek bone, bul 4ls0 ziy Zag; sSo thal when hbe laughed —indeed laugh he
never did—bul when he grinned—ior his (eeth were pre(ly even, which
lends probabilily (o the business of the incision —

Bug pray excuse me fiom relating bow he looked when be grinned, (il [
bave described his eyes; one of which, the left, was smaller than t(he
other, and whether 1 envied the supertor size of #s netghbour, or was
awed By conscius bumiliy 4¢ #s own insignificance, [ really cannot say,
bug #f rendly slank into the opposife cormer, withoui even deigning, or
perhaps daring, (o cast one smngle glance (o the right, while the other, i
(rrumphant pride, rolled, or rather goggyled sbout, and sppeared #sell an
Azrgus, looking a bundred ways at once.

75 these unlovely marks—which in females are called cer(ifcates for
therr honesty—/ must add (hat Kiddy was Laghitally seamed with (he
small pox, and (hay he recerved no addizon in pomnl of beauly fivm 4n
exploston of gunpowder when he was abroad, which strpt the skin off by
thee, except on & small par( of one of his cheeks, and one or (wo other
places; and theareby lefi such 4 vicleny redness 1or ever affer, that his
14ce looked something ke a rump stesk, or rather ke red ochre i the
grinding, 1 which, I you t(ake wup the muller, you may see an
appearance like branches of (rees, which answers exactly (o seams of (he
small pox; or, (o add one more sumile, which shall (4ke in beard and
all—tor bis beard, ke t(hat of Hudibras, was orange (awny—~»Ai8
complexwon was lke a red wine syllabub, where here and there appears 4
splotch of white curd, the whole gently tinged with a sprmkling of

nuLINEy.

As ¢o the grinning, after [ bave said so much, [ think [ should affrong
the reader by describing 7. [e Anowys every féature now as well as [ o,
and i he chuses (o call up 4 grin i A3 imaginalion, and when he has So
done, does no¢ grin himself, [ can only say he is noy the reader [ (ook

bim 107



Kiddy Flush hbad been employed fiom his youth up (o beat the drum,
distzabute the bills, and slang the fgures of &4 puppet shew, where he had
learnt 4 smatiarng of every (hing. [e could scrépe the fiddle, vaulf on
the slack wire, swear & good round hand, coax the gids, get boosy, and [
am af5qid (hieve; for i he bad noy (his las¢ qualiication, I cannol see
why they should send him band-cultéd, which they reqally did, on bosrd 4
(ranspor whose destination was (o the American planiations.

[n shor¢, not (o conceal the disgrace, Kz'da’y was certamnly (ransporied (o
Americs; from whence he confrived (o ge¢ re-(ransported (o [reland.
There he found mesns (o gef engaged as & drammer in (he Same
regiment where Standfhs¢ was chaplotn. [ndeed Kiddy [Flush was the
very person who taught Iiger Standfis¢ (o beat that reveille, which bas
been already celebrated as & chbel & oewvze.

Were [ ¢o run through all the scenes so fall of srolic, whim, dissipaiion,
and singular dissoluteness, which were praciised by (his (run (ram, (41
horse and his rider, [ might 4s well at once have given the world the
advenfures of Tg’g@z‘ Standtbst and Ais man Kz&z’a’y; but 4s tAat 18 nof
Cotally my inlentin, [ shall content myself with notzing (hat these
worthy associales, finding themselves very necessary. (o each other, a
league was entered inio between them, thal mulual sssistance should be
given—io pui the maiter & litle (echnizally—in all breeses, 114sks, plots,
quearangs, (ricks, humbugs, and bambouslings, that they might find it
expedient (o engdge in; (A4l the agreement should be understood 4s 4
partnership between them, with this sole distinciion, (hat Flush should be
openly” considered 4s a4 sexvaniy, and in (hat characler be hkept in
subordinaiion before company, bui permiiied (o speak his mind fieely,
ogpenly, and without resezve when nobody should be present.

Kiddy Flush, 4t the (ime of Az fis¢ in{roduction (o the reader—Lor
nothing is S0 advaniageous as (o brang on your prancipal characiers with a
good grace,—was what 15 called Aalf gone; in Ais own language 4 Ii(le
cockish: for [ must (el the reader—and that is really the last
explanation [ will (rouble bhim with about Kiddy—ihat, among (he rest of
45 odditzas, 415 choice of words was the most singular. [ was composed of
the cant tarms of both his proféssions, (o which be occasionally sdded 4



mizserable pun, snd now and then a Ltle bad [rench, which he bad
preked up on his (ravels; the whole mierlarded with new-rtangled oaths.

Kiddy bad jus¢ been witness (o & curdous scene in (he village, and was
bursting (o disclose #f (o his masier on Ais arraval. A¢ the same time 7t
must be remembered (hat Standthsts head was entzrely filled with what
bad passed a¢ the mapors.

Kiddy then scarcely suffered his master (o sit down before he began with
[ say master, there has been rum giy going forward (his evening.” Gy,
what do you mean? said Standfist: his mind still running on his late
adventare. “Nay nothing, ' said Flush, o rang, only we had like (o have
come off with tats, thats all. Shiver me i we had nof been cute, we
should some of us bave (aken a leap without nobody (o hold (he blanker.”

Standtbst thinking he qlluded (o the scrape he had so narrowly goi oul
of replicd, ‘why how the devil came you (o Anow any thing about i7"
“Why Lord love you, ' said Kiddy, 7 knpow the whole manceuvre of the
thing, and [ mus¢ say Z was bunglingly maniged.” ‘Bunglingly! said
Standtbst;, dam me i [ think sny man in the world ever drew bimself’
out of such 4 hobble with balf so much grace. 1o have them both upon
me, the old soldier and his wite!”

“Why master, what are you upon?’ said Flush. 'The jonse [ means ben

no old soldiers, nor then wives; but a parcel of sheep biling pol{roons—
Hats—masards—who, instead of peliing 7 owul lLke heariiss, sneaked
away (o the boozing cases, and leff the enemy masters of the champ of
batile. "

He here scquainted Standfhst that, at (he moment of exbibiting the
gy of the vicar on Zis fimeral pile, a par(y of herves from Cas¢lewiik,
who had heard fiom the clerk and the schoolméasier of the indignily
intended (o be offéred (o thewr worthy pastor, rushed in, saved (hose
precius relics fiom the flames, and bore them off in (rrumph; while the
affigghied Hockleymen fled smaszed, scarcely offering (o resis:—and 7
was wel they did, for (he vicars adberents would have died on the spot
rqther than hLave yrelded.



However, ' said Flush, Yor the honour of the cause [ ralled (he scums,
and spoke & speech (o them, 4s near 4s [ can remember, in these um

bere words.’

Says [—Splinter your joints, what are you about? Wil you, after (his,
pretend (o call yourselves hear(y culls, rum codgers, or valiani dickres 7
You lump the Castlewichiies!—you be damned. Don ' you see the queer
&ids bave made off with the (oggias! But, however, (his bere [ will say—
you bad no maulers, and they (ook you by surprize. Don't¢ be down
hearted then. 1o day 75 for (hem: (o-morrow may be for us. Kallenge
them nolens volens (o the fild: fifty agains¢ fifly, lLke worthies. [hump
7 out Kindly; and then if you lose, why you die lLke cocks, and we will
sing (iddim over your graves. What say you my good master (o my
boration? Was 7t not great, high, and crackish?”

Ch very great indeed, General Flush, returned Standtysc. 'What effect
bad 77" Ftect! excloimed Flush, Dam me 1t (ook like & (rain. [n an
bour the kallenge was sent, & catqgorizal returned, and (o-morrow ay fve
we beat (o srms.’

Bravo! cried Standthst; but remember [ know nothing of (his. Stay, 4
thought sizakes me: [ can make (his malier of use: my pre((y plece of
temptation yonder 75 squeamish: [ will think on': but 7 75 late. Good
night [lush:— bearjen your soldiers, and don 't forget that I mus¢ be a
stranger (o the whole business.”

The master snd man here paried; the one went (o snooze, as he called i,
and the other (o meditate how he could make (his accudent of advaniage
(o Lum.

In this sifuation, if the reader plesse, we will leave them, and refurn (o
the mapors, late as # 7s; a5 [ am anxavus (o make known whai passed in
the mind of Mzs. Malplaquer, after she retired (o her appsriment.

That lady had & mos¢ faithtil and honest fidond in her handmaid Fmma,
who was almos¢ as singular & character as [Flush, (hough a perféct

conirast, 1or nothing in nature could be more harmless.



Fmma was the daughter of & bookseller in London, who having & lazge
1omily, and bemng in no very fourgshing cicumsiances, was prevailed on
(o put hber oul 4s 4 Lady s companion. An advantageous recommendaion
brought her into the care of Mrs. Malplague, where she had been now
retamed for almosi (hree years; in which (ime she had made herself’ so
necessqry and so qgreesble (o her lady, that nothing [ beleve could have
prevaled on her (o par| with so valuable an acquisiizon.

What made her company so parizcularly desirable, was the astonishing
fand of infbrmation she bad (ressured up, by siting in her fathers shop.

Her mind was & kind of circalating library in L(le, and [ sincerely wish
romances were always altended with the same good effécts they produced
1 her; for there s scarcely & good mordgl inculeated by them (hat she did
no¢ act up go. Nog that she bad not formed 4 decided opinion of widiings
as well as wralers; bui she rarely broached (hay cpinion, thinking wilh

Modom DACIER that silence was the best¢ ornsment of (he feméle sex.

I¢ was evident, however, (hat i was wisely and judiciusly chosen, for a¢
the head of her fhvourdfe authors she placed [Dr. JOHNSON; though [
rqther think her great admuration of him musi have been 4s & craiic, 1or
the [ocior is Anown (o have enler(ained & rooted dijshke (o mythology,

and indeed every fguraiive wirding which does noy square with whai he
calls (rath and moralily; wheress Fimma maintamed (hat moralily being
the noblest diift of liferature, those wrdiings were (he most perfect which

brought virue mio danger, (Aatshe might 235¢ (he more (zrumphant; and
that such productions recerved an additiongl force snd besuly fivm
allegory and mythologrral alluswon.

[85] The varius meris of our Lerary Abigad will gradually unfold
themselves a8 we go on. 7 thought 7 necessary (o say” so much, (o gccount
1or Mrs. Malplaquet s determination of disclosing (o ber (he business of
Standtbst s audactty, and (o advise with her what steps she should (ake.

Fmms besrd the whole aftor with greay deliberation, and, pausing 10z
some moments, her lady asked her of what she was considering?

Y am looking, madam,’ said she, over (he catilogue of my mind, (o see
' [ bave ever read any (hing ke i, and, upon recolleciivn, the same



thing occurs 1n (he Nogjuror, one of CIBBER s plays; which is (aken ffom
the Tartute of MOLIFERE,. who had zf [ believe from FLATTUS —and
2 [ might advise, you should sexve your parson 4s the lady in (hat play
does hers.”

How 75 thag? said Mrs. Malplagquet, for [ really torget.” "Why madam,’

replied Fimma, [she pretends (o be caught in his snare, while she is
laying one for hAim; and placing her hbusband so as (o over-hesr 4
pretended love scene between them, Ais villany 15 delecied, and he is
(urned out of the house.’

[ 7 ke the idea,’ said the lady of all things in the world, snd, with
thy assistance am ready (o set about 7. But how Fmma if he should (wn
the tables upon us? for he 75 very subile.” U know 7t very well madam,’
said Fomma, 1or at ¢his moment he is making 45 Strong love (o me 48 (o
yourselfi but [ promise you he finds me & very Famela.”

The lady espressed some swprize a¢ (his intellgence, and asked her
maid i she was not uneasy a¢ .

On the contrary,’ cried Fimma, 7 am charmed; for (o resis¢ temptation
18 the proper exercise of vatue, and serves as 4 Aind of moral penance (o
strengthen us i our duty. (4 [ assure you madam you need not be
uneasy: one look fiom vitue, though & lamb, will 45 suwrely make vice
crouch, as the Lon did a¢ the sight of Una.”

By this (ime Mzs. Malplaguet was undrest, and soon after her maid
retared;, which opportunily [ shall seze (o account for my having given
¢wo such subordinate characters as [lush and Fmma so particulsr an

mirodaciion.

75 say the (ruth then, [ think (hac, though the clown should say no
more than 18 se¢ down 1or him, yer he should say all (hat is st down for
bim. [he devil has been considered by some as the principal character in
FParadise Lost. Comus on all bands 75 allowed o have the be(ter of the
lady. Wil any one pretend (o say Don Guixote would be any (hing
without Sancho. [n all the Spanish plays the servanis are (he principal
characters, and [ have hbesrd (he soldier in WESTS General Wolté



spoken of 45 the best fgure in the groupe. Fmma would have defénded
this argument by saying that Honor is drawn in as mastady & siyle 45
Sophiz; and Flush would have (old you that both man and master were
buman puppets, moved by the same slangs. In shorg, [ wrde for all
readers, and [ hope [ bave scarcely & characier but some one or other will
prich upon 101 my hero.



L1l CHAPIER XI.

IV WHICH THE HISTORIAN FULFILS HIS FPROMISE 10 THE
KEADER.

THE challenge fiom (he Hockleymen baving been, as Mr. Flush informed
us, accepted by the Castlewickries, a large plain, known by the name of
the crickel green, stuated neqr the high road, aboul midway between the
(wo villages, was priched upon 101 the scene of aciin. Thither repazed
the combatants; and there were they drawn up in balile array, every
man poising his hedgasiake, when 4 genileman in 4 pos¢ chaise and four,

who had ordered the postilion (o mend Ais pace, when he 1St saw & mob
assembled, came up, and crted out in a pre(ly suthorsalive voice, (hat i’
the mhabitants of Castlewick did not desist, they should lose his fhvour

17 ever.

The Castlewichkites expected & very different word of command. Finding
however (hetr present gemeral (o be mo other than Sk Silney, they
thought proper (o (hrow down what Mzr. Flush called maulers. Upon (his
the Hockley men began to sprang [ forward with an exulting shout and
would have dealf death among thewr unirmed enemigs had nof qnother
quthorriative vorce commanded & suspension of hostilies on thetr pary.

This voice proceeded from no less & person than Mr. Flush, who having
deltberately welghed the probable consequence of such viblenty proceedings,
began (o think they would not be aliogether so consisienty with prudence.
He considered (hat (he quarrel had originated with Standfst, and that
there would be enough (o do, withoui (his new oulridge, (o sei maiiers (o
297hts about (he vicar. [{ was therefore his business, in qualily of Ais
masters fHend—by means of which he knew he should be also hzs
own—io soften matiers; and having an excellent oppor(unily, owing (o
this place of cowardice on the part of Ais adherents, he holloed oug, 45
loud a5 bzs shrdll ppe would permiz; bim—



“Why, pink your Lvers, what are going for (o do? Would ye, stitfen your
tambers, go for (o be such poliroons 45 (o brush the jackets of 4 parcel of
naked men! Don ' you see they have canted away then whackers?’

Then spesking in a lower tone (o Ais lLeutenant general—said he “The
shew 75 over, we must le¢ [ down the rug: so do you parley (o the
bearizas, while [ palaver the old rum kid yonder.”

Opon ¢his he came up (o St Sidney, and was beginning (o state (he case
m & very advaniageous way (o Ais master and hbimself]; when (hei
altention was drawn off by a vidleny screaming ait a4 shor( distance.
Directing therr eyas (o where the sound proceeded fFom, they saw & coach
overturned, (o which St Stiney ran, and was indeed followed by (he
whole mob, fiends nd enemies.

The coach belonged to Major Malplaguet, and there were in 7, at (he
tume of (his sccident, (hat gentleman, his lady, and the reverend Mz
Standtbst. Nedther the lady nor (he curale recerved any mateardal injury,
but the majors head had priched qgainst a ragged stone, By which means
4y skall was dangerously figciared.

The combatants, thew cause of quarrel, and every other consideration was
now gbsorbed in (his melancholy gccident.

The major was with dificalty lsted into bis coach, where S Sidney,
who had never seen him before, offéred (o qccompany him; recommending
his chaise (o Mrzs. Malplaguet, into which Mr. [ Standtbst very politely
offered (o accompany her, with a view, 4s he said, of keqping up her
SpUIs.

The lady however thought proper (o refuse both offérs, and mnsisted upon
going with her husband. She, however, did no¢ neglect (o thank Sk
Stidney with tears for bis kind concern, which indeed was as manifést as
' the wounded person had been his own brother; 1or he had by (his (ime
dispaiched three sexrvanis (o diféreny surgeons. No¢ but Mr. Standfhse
appeared in some concern (oo, bui the glances he cast ai the lady, and
the cpera (une he softly whistled while he assisted his dying patron,



precty well evinced (hat his mind ran rather upon the future than the

prasent.

Str Stdney would not leave the mapr & moment, but supported bim in
the cogch with the utmost care and (enderness a4l the way home, where
by the tume they arrtved, and the mgor was put (o bed, qrrzved 4lso (wo
of the surgeons, who qgreed (hat the mapor had noi many howrs (o lve.
They hbowever bled him, prepared bandiges, and one of them began (o
prepare 1oy the operation of the (repan: resolved thal then patient should
go out of the world secandizn srye. YZzéy were, hLowever, dsappomied;
Lor falling into & delidum, he erupted & blood [ vessel—which one of the
surgeons very judiciusly observed musy have been mjured by the 140 —
and was mstantly sufocated.

Mzs. Malplaguet did not fhint away, nor even go nto hysterics, upon (5is
occgston: she L&l hbowever very severely. [{ is (rue hber (esrs did not
prevent her from thanking Sk Sidney; on the contrary she acknowledged
475 singular goodness in (erans of the most lively grairude; yer her grief]
though 7t appeared only decent and proper, was fiom (he heart. She, no
more than the vicar, would have wished t(he des(ruciion of (he vilest
reptile; and though she never regarded the major with the ardour of love,
yer he had ever been kind, and she grateful.

[ sball pass over the fimeral, at which Sw Silney, by a particular
mvitation from Mrys. Malplaguet, was present, and only say that when sl
proper ceremontas and deceny solemnilzas were over, the widow, affer
paying some legactes—ihe prancipal of which was three thousand pounds
to the Keverend Mr. Standthst, as a tritling acknowledgment of his
disinterested and honourable atiachment—ior the chaplain had frequently
bimnted that i’ & man lefi any thing (o & fdend, 7 had belter be in
money, which would prevent Iiggation. lhe widow, [ say, after [
discharging these oblyations, found hersel in the possession of a pleniittl
Lortune.

COne circamstonce, bowever, [ must not 1517 (o mentin, which 75 (hat Mz
Mildman, 4¢ the dasire of Mzs. Malplaquer, preacked the funeral sezmon.
Noz can [ avoid notizing that St Sidney farnished the epitaph, which



was no more than what follows: ‘HERE are deposited the Remains of
MATOR MALPLAGUET]

Who téared his Maker,

Served his Country,

And left & graceftd Widow ¢o lament his Death,

And celebrate bis interior Virtues.

He died March ¢he Is¢, 175].

Aged 77 Years.’

This epitaph Fimma declared (o be pertéct in all #s requisites; for 7t (old
who was the person buded, and very concisely pomied owul Ais good
qualitzas: you a/so learnt By i when he died, and how old be was. Nay, so
much was she plessed, (hat she doubled noy, i # had been wrr(en in
Zatin, but thay Dr. JOHANSON himself musi bave been pertéctly content
wath zf. For her part, she liked 7 45 well as # was; and thai for a very
good reqson, 4s she hbumbly concerved, namely, because sheé did not
understand latin. [ndeed she owned (hai (his was one of the spots (Aat
candour obliged ber (o acknowledge were now and then (o be discovered in
the doctor. He was very angry that Dr. SMOLLETs epitaph was nog
wrdften in latin; and when he went ingo an 4pothecarys shop wih Mz
BOSWELL, instead of asking for some (ziling medicine he had occasion,
101, he called 101 paper, pen, and mk, and wrote 7 down in latin.

These manners and opinions she thought{—ior nobody was so cpen (o
conviction 45 Fmma—were upon erudiion whai rus¢ 75 upon & coin,

which no one knowys the value of but the possessor.

Nothing could be so clear, she said, as what she advanced. [t was not
every body s Lot (o be blas¢ with so much learning as the docior, which she
mamnianed was very for(unaie; for i 4l men were arzaved a4y such
parfeciin  4s hbimself], and were 4ble lLke Aim of advancing
mconiroveriible grse Zzxzs, argument would be a¢ an end, and of course
Lieratare along with #. bBui, 4s he was the only one who had ever
prevended (o be infbllible, and who cer(amnly was so, excepl i 4 Lew
(ratling points lke (his, 7 might so happen (hat latin epitaphs would
prove a sarcasm where they were meant (o be 4 panegyric; for (o praise 4
dead person in 4 language he was unacquainied with while Iving,



though a tacz;, would be a4 very strong satwe; besides bemg 4 cruel
inconventence (o A5 1amily, who must, in (A1 case, be obliged (o get the
parson (o construe the vitues of the deceased, who, after all, perhaps
might not be able (o do 7 off hand. She therefore clearly apprebended,
that as Dr. JOHANSON had issued a Lierary b, enaciing (hat an
gprtaph could not be pertéc( which did not mention the pariiculors befbre
rebeqrsed, the nexy mfyllible wrdler—it’ ever (Ais couniry should be blest
with another, should be petiioned (o move, by way of rider, (hay, for the
benefs; of the public in general, all such epraphs should be done in
Fnglish. “But,’ said she, fnishing her harmrangue, dear [Doctor
JOHNSON pat me in mind a¢ las¢ of DOMITIUS AFER, who would be
an orator when he could no longer be audible, and of whom QUINTILIAN
sazd that he would rather sail than desist.”

¢ 75 now hbigh (ime [ should account 1oy (hay sirange jamble of sccidents
which, i so short & (ime, saved an bundred men fiom boddy bury, and
yor klled another, who had no concern a¢ al i the 14y.

The reader will recollect (hat Standtsst bad & scheme in agriation. [¢ was
¢his: He knew Mzs. Malplaguet (o be of & mas¢ tender and compassionate
Cemper, and be thought he could wound her (hrough (his weak side. [e
bad theretbre lured (he mapor and her oug, by way of an affernoon s 14de,
mlending, when they qrzaved at the feld of baiile, (o excloim 4gainsi the
barbaraly of the disputants, (o, jump out of the carrigge, and (o msiS¢ on
thewr gomng peaceably hLome.

This be thought the lady would (ake in such & Lght as must greatly
torward his designs. [he contemplation of (his scheme on his side, and
the hbopes of detecting bim on the side of Mrs. Malplaguel, made them,
on that aftermoon, belter satistied with each other than they had been
long time, and gave the mgpor such real pleasure, (hat he declared, as
they were m the carriage, (hat he never passed so happy 4 day i 4is
[té, without divining, poor man, that # would be his 1ast.

Mr. Standtbstls kind intentions were, however, forestalled by St Sidney;,
who, through an unexpecied dissolutin of parliament, was posting down
o be rechosen for the borough of Nettherside.



Thus are men saved or destroyed by the twm of & straw. Thus the
villagers slept i whole skins: thus the mgpr was hwred mio the other
world: thus were the designs of Mr. Standtbst Husirated. and (hus—Lozr
[ cannot longer reftain fiom declaring Z—did S Sidney see (hat
phantom we formerly spoke of! thal disturber of his peace, (o whom he
longed (o cpen his mind.

Th3s 75 the secrer [ binted (o the reader at the end of the sixth chapter,
and [ only desie (o be resolved, bad [ then divulged #—and (hereby
4Lave neglected (o bring him acquamnted with the heartburnings of the (wo
villages, the contrast between the (wo parsons, the singulor figendship of
Standtbs¢ and (he mgjor, the amisble cas¢ of Mrs. Malplaguet, the
extrgordinary qualiizes of her maid, the wonderttl and swprgsing (alents
of Mr. Flush, and every other person or thing that conduced (o bring
about that event which introduced St Sidney (o Mzs. Malplaguet—
whether # would noy have been domg Chings in 4 bungling and
unworkmanlike manner?

besides [ have now no fiuzther (rouble with these people; the reader zs
partéctly scquainied with them, and i in figure, they should be (hrown
i 45 way, lot them speak for themselves.

76 be sure had they never appeared at all, S Sidpey might have been
heari-whole; but since 4 number of cicumsiances qre likely (o grow oug
of this accidental interview, [ have even given 7 as # hapgpened, and
shall now (ell the reader when (ime had rally confirmed the baronel in
A4y 1St opinion of the widow, that she was & very handsome, and, what
was more (o hun, 4 very valuable woman, he resolved (o throw Ais
1orune ngo her lap, and his person into her grms: and 101 (his purpose
be was determined (o make her & proposal (o (hat efféc( 4s soon 48
decency should permif .

Several reasons urged him (o his: fins(, there was & secref, which, (o
make amends for my late (ransgression, shall be almos¢ immedigiely
disclosed (o the reader.



Pezﬁaps my readiness (o mdulge bim may be aitrwbuied (o malevolence;

because, in doing so, [ shall be obliged (o shew & speck in the characier of
St Sidney, which (o some may appear black, place it in what Lght [
will. 1o this accusatin, however, [ plead not gquiliy; solemnly declaring,

that, in the mos¢ unrdghieous moments of bis Lté, [ (ruly believe he had
as reasonable & stock of piety as any bishop would destre; 4s much

lemperance, soberness, and chasiily, even in AiS very €xcesses, 4s a4 gouly
alderman under & regimen; and, ai any rate, as Litle deswe of domng an

Znsary (o man, woman, or child ss & Lord Chancellor.

This however need not hinder the reader fiom exercising Ais own
Judgment, which [ not only desive he may do, but also wih (he mosi
crricgl care and nxely; and when 4l the cucumstances, dangers,
Cemplations, molives, and mducements, are clearly and 1oy examined,
' be should not acquif St Sidney of every (hing wozse than venial
Ladlly, [ mus¢ honeastly (ske shame (o mysell for having palmed on (he
world, 45 an exemplary characier, 4 mere mortal, made up of flash and
blood, and subject (o wishes, mclhnatons, and deswes, like other men.

[ could say certainly that the very excellence of St Sidneyls heart
sprung from Aaving 4s vigorous and (wbulent passions as any rake in
christendom, and never having improperly. given them the rems, bul
once, in bis Lté. But some of my readers may (bink (Aa¢ once (oo much.
And a5 & blot st backgammon 18 no blot (i 7 45 Lz, and & blot of ink 75
the easter discoverable in proportion (o the whileness of the paper on
which 7 1ols; and 4s an atom 78 noy only magnitied, bul more deformed,
by being seen through a microscope, so [ féar (his one thult will intrude
self on the readers remembrance, in the very acy of reliving distressed
genius, or wiping 4 (eqr ffom the cheek of an orphan. [ 1 should be so,
[ mus¢ submil; for 4 reader, lke a pope, 18 mnfdllble, and fom Ahis 1fiag
there 15 no appeal.

The story of Sk Sidney s incontinence—or incontinence #f was, and such
things, lke murder, will oul—shall be (old in the nexy chapler, which
will finish the Lizst book of (his history; and while the reader (akes (ime
(o consider whai hemous crime (his can possibly be, let me bespeak his
charaly by mforming bim that Stz Sidney bemng once foreman of 4 grand



Jury, whom the judge recommended to find a bill qgainst 4 murderer,
because, as he said, such and such crcumsiances were, which cowld no¢
bave been yer proved, answered with an bones¢ férvour,— My Lord, in
my cpinion the pregudgment of an offénce s Aall’ 45 craminal s the

commission of 7. "

112 CHAPTER XII.

WHICH CONTAINS THE TKRIAL OF SIK SIDNEY—THE
PLEADINGS OV BOTH — SIDES—THE — VERDICT — AND
SENTENCE—AND  FINISHES 7THE FIRST BOOK OF ITHILS
HISTORY:

WE are now going (o enter wpon actin, every (hing already related
baving bappened previvus (o the (ime when the reader and I entered (he
rookery; or, as Mr. Bayes bas i, long befére the beginning of this play.
We thare loft Si Sidney spparently possessed of every comifort wupon
earth, and yei unhappy. 7445 sSeeming paradox has been partly accounied
1ors but let us hope, as Mrs. Malplaguet is now entiely misiress of
bersell, that the bar (o (he completion of the baronells wishes may be

removed.

The major has now been dead nearly & (welve-month, and Sk Sidney has
hLad many oppor(uniiies of conflrming himself in the gvood opinion he
oraganally enter¢amed of the widow; bul as, a¢ 4is (1ime of Lfé, marraage
was no maygame, he honesily soliciied (o be acquainied with every secret
of her heart, frankly offéring (o encourdge her by laying cpen the exact
sttuation of bis own.

Mzs. Malplaquet lLked the proposal so well, that she did not hesifate (o
give bim every information concerning herself], which [ formerly gave (he
reqder; not 1orgetiing (o own, with an ingenuous rankness, (Aay she had
loved betore; and though, were she (o form a characier, she knew of no
quality she would wish (o make & par¢ of 7 that S Sidney did nog
perfectly possess, yet thay warmith of affection which she had formerly



cherzshed would never again, she sincerely believed, (ake place i her
hLeart.

Stz Sidney scarcely heard her (o an end, when he excloimed— ‘Madam,
1 opening my own hear(, [ should bave used the very same words. [
bave loved, and will imiziate you By conféssing (hai the object of my
atfection, whether alive or dead, 75 s¢ill dear (o me. Your resemblonce of
ber fis¢ mduced my admzatin of you, and the consonance of your
sentiments wih hers, mspued me wih an esteem of the (ruest¢ Kind,
which perbaps, in marriage, more securely ensures happiness (han whal
75 generally called love.’

76 conside in your tender bosom the secret of my passion IS now my
daty, and if you will bave the patience (o hesr me, [ shall shew you (hat
those who are capable of most (enderness, are effecirvely the least
bappy—rbug, as old AESOP said when Prometheus ook (he clay (o form

)

man, he (empered 7 with (ears.’

The lady (estifiod great impationce, and (he baronel proceeded (o satisty
her i the following words.

"Bez'zzy about ten years 4gv in the south of France, [ became gcquaimnied
with & gen{leman of (he name of Le Clerc. He had & daughter, who, at
the (ime [ fins¢ visifed in the fimily, was jus¢ come home fhom 4
conveny. Conversations begween [French and Fnglish (oo often (urn on (he
subject of religion. As to Mr. Le Clac, he was not satistied with
contipually chaniing 1forth (he prajses of that only and exclusive worship,
whih, according (o him, would procure salvation, bui he dady exhoried
me (o embrace his 151k,

“This inconvenience [ should bave got zid of by remouncing hzs
acquainiance, or removing (o another (own: buig [ Aad no such power. 7/
had spoken you may be gssured warmly, though not lke an enthusiasg, of
our own mild, reasonable worship, —representing I 45 the (rue medium
begween franii ze5l and subile hypocrisy; and though sl my qrguments
sezved bul (o roof the fatheris cpinibn the sironger, [ plainly began (o
percerve [ had made & convert of the daughter.’



In the convent where she boarded Irved also several Eag]zigﬁ ladres, who

had already began (o staggyer her Senlimenis:—no wonder then hber
conversion was completed by the man she loved. Yas madam, plan,
downzight, and sicere a5 I was, & beautiid gud of nineteen, gentle 4s 4
chearub, and good 48 an angel, doated on me. Nor was [ bebind band with
ber, [ promise you; for my affeciion was exacily of (hal sor¢ whih
recerves s pleasure by reflecting what If bas given.’

“This was the charm that withheld me. We consulted together on (he
most expediont means (o graiiy our mutual wishes, and though [
dreaded (he event, #f was resolved that [ should offér myself’ (o her
thther as the husband of my dear Annette. [ did so; he heard me to an
end, and then very expliilly mformed me (hat he would consent (o my
marriage with his daughier upon condigion [ changed my religion.’

7 spoke of this 45 4n unsurmouniible objectwn, when he candidly (old
me he saw hLow mailers were, and would immediately send bz daughier
(o 4 severer convent, (o preveny her fiom (hrowing herself mio the srms
of & heretic.’

7 bad scarcely refwrned (o my lodgings, (o reflec on (his adventure, and
the messures [ ought (o take in consequence of 1, when my seVany came
running (o (el me (Ahal & post chaise was watding a¢ the door, with & lady
in #, who desired (o see me immediately. (Gfueass whal was my Surprize
when [ beheld my Annette, who (old me in as few words as possible that
her father was ai (hat moment gone (o the abbess of 4 cer(ain convent, (o
agree (o her entie exclusion fiom the world; (hay she had chosen the
moment of his absence (o come (o me; and Anowing how much my mind
was above the 14lse delicacy of sacrficing (o radicalous form and
unnecessary  ceremony, she proposed ai once going off for some (own
where we might be marzded in the protesiant 1ok’

You may be sure [ did not hesiate, bui leaving my affhrss (o my
1210h14] servant, whom [ ordered (o stay and waich the motins of the
enemy, [ leaped ingo the chaise, and we were more (han (wen(y leggues
on our rwad (o Geneva, when poor Annette was (aken so very il thag z
was zmpossible 1or us (o proceed.’



Y was in hopes her indisposiion had proceeded from t(he fhiigue, the
burry of her spuils, and those féars which were natural upon having
Caken so precipiiate a resolution: but I found myself lamentably mistaken;
ber disorder encressed, and [ was greatly slarmed for her Lré. By
degrees, however, she recovered, and though very. weak, we apprebended
n0o more dangerous sympioms.’

Derang all this (ime 45 we were (hrown among & parcel of boors, [ was
obliged to give her every attendance [ decently could. Thizs attention
procared so fiee and uninterrupted an iniercourse between us, (A4l I8 I
wonderfi when the ruse began (o revisii her cheeks, and my whole soul
was in 4 (rance of happiness ai the prospect of re(rteving an inesizmable
(reasare (hat, a féw days before, [ had dreaded (o lose for ever:—Is #f
wonderfil thus unresiramed, considering ourselves 4s man and wils, we
became so by every (Zo bul the ceremony. [ will no¢ comment on (he
crrcumsiance: perbaps 7 was inexcusable: perbaps [ ought not (o bave
disclosed 7f: but nothing could be purer (han our inteniions were, and [

bave no cpinion of secrefs which are revesled affer marriage.”

Mrs. Malplaguet—which [ think was very handsome in her—scarcely
called 7 & fhull, because of the peculizzaly of (hew siustin, and then
ingention of se(ting maiiers honourably (o zaghis. Nay she underfook ¢o
deténd the conduct of the lady; ai which S Sz&z’zwy was so greatly
charmed, (hat hbe sung forth vey lavishly in praise of the widows
generostly, lberalily, and candour; and declared (hal, excepl now and
then & sigh (o the memory of Anneite, he should never have an

miruding care.

Well madam,’ returned (he baronet, (hree weeks passed in pleasures
which # 35 not in my power (o descrbe. A¢ the end of this time, my
Annette baving recovered sutficient strength (o undergo the fatigue of
hber journey, we set out for Gemeva; but scarcely had we gof within a
league and a Aalf of those fiontiers where, by exercising the 12ght of 4
busband, [ could have sidlenced the pretensions of 4 father, when being
overtaken by a posse of horsemen, headed by Le (lerc, my Annette was
Corn from me, while [ was overpowered, and carrded before the general of
the police of the neighbouring town.’



"This gentleman heard my story (o an end; laughed at my folly for not
gelting sooner out of danger; (ook 4 handsome present of me; and gave
me a lefter (o the father of Annefte: advising bim (o make up t(he
breach, By consenting (o our marriage.’

Y scarcely gave myself time for slegp, or any other refreshment, betore [
threw myself at the feet of Mr. Le Clerc. [ got nothing ffom him
bowever but & volley of reproaches; (o which [ answered (hat bis daughier
was affianced (o me, that [ considered ber as my wité, and would employ
my whole fortune, as well as the intarest of the Fnglish embassador, who
was my pariicalar ffdend, (o do myself jusiice.’

Lvery argument procured me & new insull; [ therefére went (o Fargs for
the purpose of consuliing my fitend, the embassador; but, 4s we were
then wupon the eve of 4 war, and he expecied every momeni (o be
recalled, 7 was out of his power (o do me any sexrvice.’

“Thus disappointed, [ returned once more (o Provence. [here [ found Le
Clezrc ten (imes more findus (han ever. He loaded me with & t(housand
iavectves. [t had 1t seems been found out (hat Annefte was with child,
and he swore he would rather see her expure than thay she should bring
a beretze mio (he world. Vamly [ represented (o bim that hbe was now
compelled, by every motive of honour snd jusiice, (o make us one. [le

vowed my destruciion.’

After hovering about t(he place for & considerable while—employing
every emissary my purse could procure, (o (race oul where they had
sequestered Annefte—and baving lesrni no more (han (hat she was
admizited info & conven{ a4 4 considerable distance (il she should le in,
upon condition of (4king t(he ved immedistely afterwards, I was musing
one day whaty fiuther course (o pursue, when my SQIvVAnL came running
in, with the greaies horzor piriured in Ais countenince, and (old me i’/
did no¢ immediately fy, [ should be imprasoned for lifé, for (hat his dear
lady—so he always called Annefte—bad died in childbed, affer bringing
101¢h 4 gud, and (hat her 14ther, oul of revenge, had procured 4§ lfepire o2&
cocheagagainst my person.’



Shocked as [ was at this fatal news, [ did not however neglect my
saLéty, to which [ was not & Liile prompied by & Lvely desire (o succour
the Ltle innocent pledge of our (ender afféctin. [ (herefbore followed my
man through a back fild, mounted a horse of my own—itor [ féared (o
g0 post—and made the best of my way (owards Savoy:’

On the road my man informed me (hat (he posiilion who drove us (o (he
bouse where Annefte was (aken i, happened (o se¢ & company down at
Frovence some (ime afiawards, where being (old, among other (hings, of
the bustle Le (lac had made in searching after his daughter (o no
purpose, began (o be convinced, by pulting diférent cricumsiances
Cogether, that @ must be her he had ditven in my company: for 1 had
been exploined (o bim that she bad gone off with an Finglish gentleman.
In bopes, therefére, of a bribe on the other side, he went (o Le (lerc,
contéssed (o him where he had (aken us, intbrmed him of Annettels
Uness, and gssared him that, as we talked of going o Geneva, i he
could not overtake us, there was 4 great chance of calching us 45 we
returned, especzally i’ we weni (o thai house; 1or 4s we musi have S(opy
there some (zme, they would, 4y any rate, be able (o give & good account
of us.’

Ve Clerc did not hesitate &4 moment, bul set out with (wo fdends and 4
party of the Morechonse, who came (o the inn / . ./01216? bours after we
bad left if. lhere they gof every intellizence they wanied, and
quickening then dilience, t(hey soon overook us, 4s [ bave already
descrabed.’

My servant also told me that be did not believe & syllable of Annettes
death. s real opinion was (hat she had (sken the verd, for (hat 4 was a
very common (hing 1o (hew fidends (o give out, whenever (Aal eventy ook
place, that they were dead, (o preveni (roublesome impor(unily; and in
the present insiance # was extremely probable; because, could I have
Lfound out the convent (o which she was devoted, [ should have left
nothing unizied (o shake (hat vow which [ was sure she never would
bave taken but by compulsion.”



And for heavenls sake, ' said the widow, what 15 become of the child?”’
“She s well madam, —answered (he baronet.’ “But where? said the
widow.' “A¢ a school about (wenty miles off! replied Sk Sidney:’ “You
astongsh me,  replied she. How did you preserve her?” “You shall hear,’
said the baronet.’

Having left respeciable connectins in Frovence, [ recerved intelligence
fom thence, that, very soon after [ left France, Le (lerc quiited (Aat
part of the Kingdom; bui they never could hear (o whal place he retired.
About  (wo  years aftewards—no longer 4pprebending  any il
consequences fiom theliiry & cackdey—A went qgain (o Frovence but,
bowever, had my journey for my pamns.’

“Three other visis were made with no be(ter success. Last year, however,

[ was more fortunale; for [ had not been many days in the (own before &
nun of the order of St. (lare called at my fidend s house, snd demanded
to speak (o me.—She informed me t(hat hber order being one of those
whh are allowed (o have imnfercourse 4¢ cer(din (1mes wilh (he world,
she was desied by an abbess of another conveny (o let me know (Aat my
child would be delivered wup (o me. !

"You may believe [ was charmed with (his miellgence. [ went with her
to the conventg, where [ enquired very ecarnmestly for Annette but they
contirmed every t(hing [ had before heard. Nay [ was even shewn hber
grave, which you may be assured [ watered with my (esrs. In shorg, [
came away, brnging with me her Lving model, who [ sincerely beliove
was not ou¢ of my &rms an bour 4¢ 4 (ime (Ul my arzrval in
Warwickshire. ”

Your doubts atfter this subsided, [ suppose?’ crisd the widow. 7 cannog

say they did,’ returned (he baromer: (he Ltle creature ai (his moment
talks of Madame le Clerc, whom she used (o call mamma, in & great
bouse, Lke a church. [ therefore (bink my being shewn the grave was 4
religious fFaud, mvented (o deter me from searching for ber in vam.’

She 75 certainly nrecoverably gone, and therefore dead (o me. No, [ shall
never forget her, bug lot me noi forgel myself! Frovidence permiiied (his



separation perbaps (o punish us for the crime of having impetuously
gragified our wishes before they recetved (he sanciion of religin. I¢ 15 4
beavy punishment, but [ will no¢ incur a greater by repining.”

Here Str Sidney paused. Several parts of bis narrative were
recapriulated, and & vartely of rellections grew ou¢ of (hem on the
Instabilily of buman espectatims. Sk Sidney apologized (o Mzs.
Malplagque; 1or baving so fieely opened his besry (o her, snd she sincerely
assured bim 7 had considerably sugmented her asteem for him.

[ shall not (rouble the reader with Ais reply, or her repinder; bui only
say, that after a4 number of civil things had passed on both sides, he
reminded her (hay he wanled & mother for Ais child, snd she, wirthoul
affectation, ot length promised (o undertake (hat (ask.

In 4 word, she shor(ly after became Lady Koebuck, to the great
satisthelim of the baronet, the confusion of Standfbst, and the universal
oy of Castlewick.

END OF THE FIRST BOOK.



2. THE YOUNGER BROTHER.
BOOK' 1.
WHICH 1S STILL MORE INTERESTING THAN THE FORMER.

2.1 CHAPIER /.

A CLEARING OF THE COURSE, FPREPARATORY 70 ITHE NEXT
HEAT

As a4 varsety of circumstances—many of them very unexpeciedly—will
shorly present themselves (o the reader, [ (hink if necessary, as thr as [
may concerve # owr muiuidl interest, (o prepare him for (hen receplion.

Indeed 7t 75 my mmtlention (o adopt (his praciice frequently in the course of
¢his bistory: not i such 4 way however 4s (o aniiapate any (hing. Nay [
will not promise thaty these esplanations shall always be lierally what
they seem; for should [ wish (o cover oz disguise any cuacumsiance (il the
proper moment of making 7 known, [ hope he will not be angry i1 put
bim 4 Ltle upon 4 1alse scent, by way of exercise, (o get him an appetile
(o the real game, when a7 1ast be shall come up wilh 1.

[ beg however # may be understood (hat these ralse lghls are not
intended unnecessarly (o lead bim astray. [ know ¢his Lierary Wil o' ¢b’
Wi’sp 75 often m(roduced, but [ disclorm # 45 an unpardonable and
1mpotent attempl av a4 spurdous wi, which 75 really an arffiont (o every
mielligent reader. So much indeed do [ hold such sort of (ratling a thing
that ought on no qccount (o be excused, (hai [ desie (his work may be
consudared perfect only in propor(ion 4s every cicumsiance, even (he most
mimute and apparently mstgniicant, tends (o promote the general effect,
and that effec holds out 4 laudable snd improving moral.

We have heard very ILitle of Standtyst since the death of Major
Malplaguet. This worthy wight, which will be very Litle doubted, laid
stzong stge (o the widow; for, 4s [ said before, she became, a¢ her
busband s decease, very wealthy. She, however, having nobody (o plesse
bug hersell] gave him such a recepiion 4s soon convinced him (hal Ais



hopes were lke some of the projects of our late budders—itaz, and
degantly fingshed in the estimate, bul mere skeletons in praciice.

Thus disappomnied, he pocketed his (zale, as he called the three thousand
pounds, and decamped; contentiing himself with whispering (hat he might
very easily have marrded the widow i he had thought proper, but
hnowing ones were not (o be (aken in: (hat women who would sp i the
tame of then fist husbands, might taste when they gol a second; and
that perhaps, had he been 100l enough (o be caught, bhe might have doated
(oo, and so have gollen & lusty chaplamn (o help bin out, 45 somebody else
did.

These gross jokes were fanhftlly retaded by Mr. [Flush. Not however
without & finish, that i the governor—meaning Standtbs¢—ibad braced
the drum of matrmmony, 4 cer(amm genieel dapper cock of an humble
sexvany of A would not have féared coming in 101 & (revally, or so.

[ bave never (old the reader that Mr. Standtist and Mr. Viney were
very intzmate fdends; and perbaps he has divined why: i noy, he will
presently. [he fact however was so. lhey had known each other for
seversl years, and indeed upon Vineys being civilly dismissed from [Lord
Hazards house, he consulied Standfbost, whom he well knew (o be &
patéct Machiavel in domesiic poliics, wpon (he Ilkelies( means (o
presezrve his declining interesi in that 1omily.

The stream of Standfistls interes¢ going, at that (ime, in another
channel, nothing came of the negociation; bul the mapr being dead, and
he expelled fiom the presence of the widow, the (wov fizends finding
themselves in the same stfuaiwon, and (hal the interest of one was the
mierest of both, they laid then heads (ogether, and considered of the
matier in every point of view. A¢ length they agreed (hat nothing could
S0 pertéctly answer then several wisheas as (o get Standtbst into Lord
Hazards tomily. [hke their own words.

It 75 such a4 damned good scheme,  sazd Standfést, that [ envy you for
thinking on 7 but [ am deviishly aftazd 7 75 not pracizizable.”



You are 2974¢, " cried Viney, Zo¢ us (read sure. Go on wardy: [ Anow bzs

rfodbles, (hat is one thing in our fovour.” How s be for 4 fis¢ sight
attack?’ said Standtast.” A very dove, ' cried Viney; 4 greenborn.”
That is lucky, said Standtyse; we bave nothing (hen (o consider of but
the introduction. [Does he know any thing of me?” ‘Only by hearsay,’
replied  Viney, 4nd now [ recollecy, whai he did hbesr was (o your
advantage. Let me see what was 7 Ob that the majr, out of bis great
faendship, had leff you considerably; and, in pariicalar, had commanded
bzs lady on his death bed (o take you for her second husband.”

Kidicalous! cried Standtyst: (he old féllow never spoke after the
gccident; and as (o (he widow, my dear Sk, she was (oo peery. No, no,
nothing less than the tifle of my lady would content her.”

Odso, ' said Vinegy, 1 wonder at 7t ¢oo. You used (o be pre(iy sure of your
mark when the doe was (o be struck. [Ha, ba, ba.” “Tiue, (rue  cried
Standtbst, but this was so ski(ish, she would have (aken more powder
and shot, a5 well as patience, than [ would spare upon asny such doe, were
she the (ranstormatin of & goddess. Hang her, lot her go. She bas
enough (o say qgainst me; but, i she pra(iles, we musi retaliate, 14747 or

wrong. ”

“That ¢o be sure, said Viney %s but self-defénce: but (o our business.
Lord Hazard 4s now seeking out & (utor for his fovourdte Charles, and [
own [ should lLike (o gall him there. Hey my fidend, am [ not zigh¢?
There [ féel my sisters zyurdss.” "Well Az fbich,  crded Standfbst. —
They tell me 7t 75 a fine meltled boy, [ will bring bim up well.”

Wot so fast, ' interrapted Viney: In the firs¢ place, did he know of our
miinacy, # wodld be an zmmovesble bar (o our design; and then he 7S

determined (o recetve none buf an exemplary characier.”

o

e agam! exclaimed Standthst. [ will give him examples of pleasure
that might resusciiate old Anacreon; that is (o say, bebind Ais fathers
back: and lessons of moraliy, before his face, that might be heard and
approved by Lstening angels.”



Bug stll our intimacy,’ sazd Viney:' “We must get over (hat,’ replid
Standtist. Let me see—A have it—can¢ [ introduce myself (o some
Ltomily in town Z—or make my court (o any relation of the wite? Lounds,
now [ recollect, there 15 & capifal bouse i the ciy—Ingog, the wire-
drawer—where (hey make me very welcome. [ord [Hazard occasionally
banks there. If [ can bui ge¢ recommended (o preach (wo or (hree chardy
sermons, and afterwards mvied (o dine wih the stewards, the business
s done. [ am sure Mz [ngot 18 under obligations enow (o me; 1oz [ so did
up his elder brother, by making him genieel, (hat, in consequence of (wo
or three genteel Znx pzs, he at last genteelly fingshed himselt] by which
this remaining brother got (o be head of the fim: snd so you see, Viney,
one good (urn deserves another.” “[rue, (rue,’ said Viney.'

So sazd, so dome. Standfist leff a fidend (o officiate for bim ai Liftle
Hockley, and repaired (o (own, where he so well sei bis engines (o work,
that, i six months, he nof only got in{roduced (o Lord [Hazard, but
contzaved so (o sustamn the severdl essays made on his dispostwon and
abiliizes, (hay he issued fiom (Aay ordeal through which the reader may
remember my lord was determined bis son s (utor should pass so pertéct,
as (o fix bimself securely in (hat nobleman s good opinion; nd indeed —
which [ should not think # necessary (o set down, but by way of
requlartiy—Mzr. Standftist was the very gentleman introduced to Lady
Hazard in ¢he fourth chapier of the finst book, in qualdly of (ugor (o her

Son.

If the reader should wonder bow Zf came (o pass that Lord Hazard did
no¢ know the zregularitiss of Standfas, especially 4s one was curate of
Little Hockley, and the other londlord, [ must mform him t(hat Ay
lordship had never visiied his estate in Warwickshire bui once affer his
second marrzage, bul repaired (o & villa sbout (wenly miles from London,
which he bought soon after he came of age. [ndeed, as soon 4s he
determined (o give over his excesses, L#ile [ockley was the las¢ place
upon eqrth he wished (o think of [is rents were punciually remified,
and this was all be ever would hear upon the subject.

Nezther Azs reformation, however, nor (his caution alfered his characier in
the cpmion of the villagers; for as the sons and daughters of Lifile



Hockley were many of tham of bis getting, and the res¢ very ambiivus (o
be thought so, they never dreamiy that he had any vmiues, bul
remembered his vices only, glorying in them, and speaking of them in so
1ogmiliar and shomelass 4 manner, 4s i every meal they (asted was the
sweeter 101 being garmished with the bread of dishonour.

[ will not suppose my reader (o be so mmesperdenced 4s (o (hink that
Standfbsts views were merely confined (o his intentin of becoming the
tutor of Charles; nor, on the other hand, will [ belisve him so sagacious 48
to discover what they really were.—We can scarcely credrt (hat & man of
this worthy clergyman s consummaie experdence i buman (raflic had not
4 materzal pomn{ (o carry, especially now he was in parinership wilth
Viney. [f 7 was so 7 will cer¢ainly come in Zs proper place, which,
unless [ bad & wish—which [ really bave nof—o desqroy (he readers
pleasure, cannol possibly be here.

Having fised Mr. Standtist in the tamily of Lord Hazard, we will now
speak of Mr. Flush. That valiant (humper of parchment having recerved
a handsome sum and 4 long lesson from his quondam master, was
transtérred, through Viney, (o the orggmal Lady Hazard, now reduced (o
Mzs. OShocknesy, and by her again (ransterred (o her son, at college.

[ shall also say that Mzs. OShocknesy was prasent at one or (wo of the
latter consultatins relative (o the grand business; nor indeed was [lush
absolutely lefl out. [t was, on (he conlrary, found necessqry (o let bim
partially info (he maller; for said he, very archly, “If you don§ lo¢ me
ingo the maxim of the (hing, bow (he devil shall [ be able (o move your
Lguares for you?”

A Zletter from Flush (o Standiast, affer he haod been six months a¢ Fion,
shall fingsh this chapier.—/ shall give 7; (he reader in his own words.

10 AIS HONOUR THE REV. STEPHEN STANDFASZ, ESG.

GOVERNOR,



The young one begins (o be up (o mos¢ things bui his book; and yel, lord
love you, give him bul 4 (pplng giy and an arm (Gl of red and while,
and such crackers 4s [ and your bonour could wind bim about our fingers
4s easily as a bunch of slangs. [ gave my soft master, ¢other day, 4
(rtling b1p of &4 rap about the couniry ken, bui Neddy seems al (o go
with the old Néen. Howsomdever, [ ben't ome of them thats easdy
revulsed: i he won 't go by an exercise, [ must beat up & charge. See ony
puss poing ony gain poing, 4s we say abroad. Ob revawr, my shire mater,

Yours tell death, K. FLUSH.

Notey beney. Whatever gaif you morzace, (4ke the advice of 4 fbol, and
never think any more of ploughing with the heafiér.

Generals have been known (o settle with ther aid de camps a kind of
chargciers so uninielligible (o qny bul themselves, (hat should information
1Bl into the enemy s hand, no il comsequence could ensue. Cne would
think Standrtbst snd Flush bad made (his same agreaement. [n (ruth, did
[ believe the reader could méke Kz&’a’y& letter mnio Ez;g]z’sﬁ, [ should not
bave iserted 1f. As 7 75, [ shall leave #f, by way of aeniyma, which he
may efther siay and solve, or go on (o the nexy chapler, and so leave the
explanation of (hat and every (hing else (o whal [ may concerve (he
proper season 1or 1.

[ would nevertheless bave that, as well 4s many other parirculars i (his
chapter, careftlly attended (o. Gangrenes begin by & small spot, and the
qqg of 4 crocodile has as inoffensive an appearance as (hat of 4 goose.



2.2. CHAPIER II.

IN WHICH THE GAME BEGIVS.

M. STANDFAST no sooner sat down in Lord Hazard s thmily thon, lLke
& spy in an enemy s camp, he began (o reconnorire IS sHualion, strengih,

and disposiiion; (o examine whether (he body was well unifed, whether
there were any rollen members, whether centinels dared (o sleep on thewr
posts, whether (he commanding officer was mos¢ loved or féared —In
shor¢, (o use his own words—bough [ would not have (he reader infér
Lrom thence (hay he was & cobler in Ais business—he had the length of
gvery 100t in the romily.

Not bowever (o be outdone in cowtesy, (here was not one among them
that bad not something (o say in bis favour. My Lord declared be was &

man of strong ingellects and sound erudiizon. e did not¢ (hink bim &
saing, nor wish him (o be ome. Solid argument, for ought be could see,

might a8 well be discussed over & glass as a lamp, and as (o gawly and
carelassness, he dreaded nothing fiom them, for they could harbour no il
deasigns. He was a Litle suzprised at hearing from Standlist that he bad
been frequently in Ais Lté t(aken in, bul i gave him an opportunily of
exercgsmyg his sagaculy by remarking (hat those who mix most wih the
wordd, know least of #f:—as @t was said of Lord ANSON, after he bad
been a prey (o sharpers, that he had been over the world, bul never i #.

Opon the whole, he thought Mr. Standthst a fair, undesigning man, and
both a proper (utor for his son, and companion 101 himselt!

Lady Hazard was no less prepossessed in fhvour of ¢he {ugor. She looked
upon bim 45 an unatfecied chearfid man, pertécily well bred, and, 4s she
saw Ais bemng in the house gave her lord pariicular saiisthciion, really
1élictitated herselt upon (his acquisiiion (o (he fomily.

The butler liked him; for though he could well distinguish the différent
qualiizas of the wine, yet he never made use of his knowledge (o & poor
servant s disadvantage. [n shor(, there was not & person i (he fomily
whose good cpmton he had nof been anxzwus (o procure, and one would



hLave thought with more care and industry than belonged (o such a (z1le;
1or he so succeeded, that he was allowed (o be & (rue sevan(s firend.

Mr. Standthst bad certainly no lage (o eqy him on. He knew however, 4s
well as that sublle gentleman himsell] (hat (ratles lght 4s an in cises of
ar¢ qre of great use, and he doubled not but they would 4s much conduce
to answer the puzposes of one Kind of Aypocrisy as another.

As to the puptl, he loved Stondthst ke & fother, and (ook ins(ruclions
from bim 14l a5 155¢ as the other could give #, which, between ourselves,
not & Litle embarrassed the tutor, who, begying Lord Hasards pardon,
was not so profound 4 scholar as that kind patron, in Ahis lberal warmih,
bad represenied Lim.

Standtlse, féeling this deficiency, pressed his lordship (o carry his scheme
Znto execution, of having Charles (aught music and painiing: (binking,
and very r2ghily, thai relieved by those avocalions, he should be able (o
make bis stock of leqrning 1as¢ as long as he might have occagsion for 1.

Having worked his materials into a proper (emper, Mr. Standfbs¢ now
began (o bk of moulding them (o Ahis différent purposes, bui (his
required (he nices¢ care and cucumspection. My lLord plumed himself’
upon being no novice, and Lady Hazards amisble hesr( and
uncongquerable duty barred 4l possibilily of faliering the most distant
hopes, had there been any such concerved, of staggering her viiue, or

even her prudence.

Something Mr. Standthst was certamnly hatching up, and while 7 was
contemplation, 4 mosy smpgular cucumsiance hAappened, which (hat
gentleman did not 144 (o lay up 45 food 1or his project.

Lord and Lady Hazard were one night in a side box a¢ the playhouse,
where, bebhind them, sa¢ a4 lady and (wo gentlemen, one of whom the 1oz
one often called brother, and (he other i Danzel. A¢ the end of the
amusemeny, while they were waling Ifor then carrigge, one of these
gentlemen, secing 4 person go oui of the opposie box, exclaimed, ‘(here
be goes, and by God [U be after bim.” Immediately upon (his he darted
out of the box, followed by the other, who warmly enireaied bim not (o be



precipriate. Almost at the same moment (he lady shricked out ‘Good God
there will be murder,” and immediately fainted away.

Netgher the good offices of Lord Hazard nor his lady were waniing (o
restore her, which desiable eventy they ay length happily achioved. [he
Lady now begged for heaven 5 sake he would have the goodnéss (o conduct
ber (o her coach, which entrealy. Lady Hazard seconded with 4l her
eloquence.—Cpon ¢his the ladys footman ffom (he lobby summoned the
cogch (o the door, and my lord having very  polilely seen her into i,
returned with an mlention (o o Lady Hazard. In his way he
encountered one of the genilemen he had seen in the box, who accosied
bim with 1 mus¢ thank you St for the civildy you have doneé me.”
Sty answered Lord Hazard, with great polifeness, i you mean in
respect (o any attention shewn (o the lady, If was but my duty, and [ am
already thanked.” I dare say you are, ' replied the other, but ¢hat won ¢
go down with me: [n short, you are a scoundrel, and [ insis¢ upon
deciding the matter inmediately: 7 can be done in this tavern. — Sk’
sazd Lord Hazard, very spudiedly, [ do nof think myself obliged (o
answer so upprovoked and rude an assaull, bul as every (hing in your
appearance, except (his msuli, calls you gentleman, [ attend you Sir.”

At this moment Stondrhst, who had been 4t the other (hesire, and Aad,
by promise, refurned (o go home with Lord Hazard, came up, and boldly
engquired who 7 was (hat dared (o insuli that nobleman ?—upon which, &
crowd baving gathered aboug, the cry was ‘seftle I in (he (avern —se(ile
7 1n the tavern.” There they now adpwrned, but noi berfdre Lord Hazard
bad dispatched Standlast (o his lady, (o request that she would siay, for
that he should be immediately with Aer.

When they were come (o the place of explonation, Lord Hasard was more
at a loss than ever—Ilhe gentleman who had insulied him, brought
agaimns¢ Amm a4 dwecy gccusation  of carrymng on 4 clandestine
correspondence with his sisier, which he sqid was doubly dishonourable, as
she was at the pomnl of marrigge (o 4 worthy young baronet.

This charge was parried by 4 declaration that, (i the present evening,
the lord had never seen the lady; bul the brother (realed (his excuse with



contlempy, and was for Mghting # oul insiantly, mixing AIS mmvec(ives
with some insinuatins sbou 4 masquerade. [he company, however,
opposed his warmith; and the clamour was so vartous and violent, (hat
nothing dis¢inctly could be understood. I¢ was therefore determined, 4s
with one vorce, (hat the arffby should nof then be decided, bul, 45
seemed & malter of delicacy, the disputants should pravately exchange
addresses, and meel, wih cach 4 frwend, (o (alk (he business over in (he
morning. [This was immediately complisd with, and now arrrved
Standtysq, with news that Lady Hazard had quifted the boxes, and he
sSupposed was gone home.

Lord Hazard and Standfbst betook (hemselves (o & hackney coach, in
which, on then way, the latter was made acquainied, as 15z 4s my lord
Anew 1z, wih (his mysterious business. Standths¢ said i must have
origainated n some misiake, which he supposed would be cleared up on the
morrow; for, added he, ‘pou never saw the lady before, did you my lord?”
Wever in my 48, ' said Lord Hazard.’ Way, said Standtsst, i you had,
the fellow need nof have made such & prece of work qbout #, for [ am
very much mistaken or she 15 one of the rght sort; and very likely the
brother 18 only 4 led Anight, employed (o bully in her cause; therefore,
were [ your lordship, [ would (ake care, '] musi be forced into & duel, #
should be with a4 gentleman.”

My Lord declared that he most sincerely believed the lady was & woman
of honour; for, said he, I never saw more unaffécted signs of modesiy.
As to the brother, [ (hink with you, that the whole maiter will prove &
mistake, and the affbir blow over.”

"You know, my lord,  cried Standfist, 1 always yreld (o you in maiters of
experdence; however, we shall see, for [ hope [ am (o bave (he bonour of
accompanying your lordship (o-morzrow. "

Why [ was thinking so (oo, said my lord, but as the genileman may
unforjunaiely happen (o call in my absence, and as # would be 4 kind of
tack reflection on my honour if be should go sway unsatistied, [ will get
you (o stay and recerve bim. [ hope, however (o prevent his coming; for [
shall be out very esrly, (o convince him (hat [ sm 4s anxivus (o bring



thzs business (o a fnish as bimself! As (o a second, you know, i1 should
be necessary, [ can take our fidend Colonel Til(ly. "

They now arzdved a¢ Lord Hazards house, where they found my lady,
who mfbrmed them thal having stayed (il there was no soul i the
theatre bul hersell, she prevaidled on t(he box-keeper (o find her sarvanis,
and see her (o her coach: ‘Bug, my lord,’ said she, what could possibly
detain you?”

Lord Hazard, who had never considered that (his question would cer(ainly
be asked bim, was (otally unprepared (o answer 1f. After some hesitation,
bowever, he thultered oug, in greal apparent confisim, ‘Nay no¢ the lady,
[ assare you my love.”

Y did no¢ know bu¢ she might have had another £, said Lady Hazard.
In that case 7t would have been imbumaniy (o have left her.”

Why if 7 hbad been so,’ repliad my lord, where would hbave been the

great crime 1 7"

Crime! returned ber ladyship, 7 had no idea of any such (hing. Chardy

8 no crame my lord: bul reslly your looks accuse you more (han [ do. [
appesl (o any body, i [ was & jealous wits, whether & stander-by would
blame me it [ should be suspicivus a¢ ¢his moment?”

‘Well then upon my honour madaom,’ said Lord Hazard, 1 only saw the

lady (o her coach, and was re(urning (o you, bul 4 pariiculir business,
whh happened very. unexpeciedly, prevenied me. This Mz Stonditbst
Anows to be truth.”

Standths¢ was here beginning 4 very bandsome excuse for his fiend,
when the lady siop¢ bim, and addressing berself (o my lord, said, My
deaz, i you had not made (his last declaration, if your fitend here had
no¢ seconded you, i [ hod actually been (old (A4t you wen¢ home with the
lady, that she was an old acquamniance of yours, and (hay she came mio
the box by your sppomniment, [ should never bave mentined the subect
agamn;—theretore, [ bog my lord [ may no¢ hear of 7 from you.”



“This s radiculous,’ said hzs lordshizp, you conere up 4 parcel of
Imaginary stutt, and then argue upon If 45 i Z really existed.”

God forbid 7t ever should exzst,’ said the lady, [ only mentim 7t (o shew,
£ 7 really did, what & good wite [ should be.”

S@p@r was now brought in, and the subect of course dropt.

The (hree persons concerned in 1z, however, did nof So easidy dismniss A
tfrom therr (houghts as they had fiom therr tongucs. [hey nedther eat
much supper, nor enjoyed much resy; and, whal appears very
extraordinary, Standtbst, who one should think was least concernéd,
ramingied on #f the most.

Forbaps the catasiropbe of ¢his adveniure may bring ou¢ whal Abis
cogitations were. [hose of Lord and Lady Hazard may be very easily
guessed. [ canno help, however, remarking (Aat (his night was (he 1
they ever slept (ogether withoul speaking (o each other, nor did my lord
ever betbre leave his lady so eardy, or so abruplly:.

If the reader wishes the malter (o clear up, and (hat & reconcilia(ion
should take place, 7t 75 more (han Mr. Standfhst did, who very archly
remarked, 4s hLe came down s(ans in the morning, (Aat he musy be &
bungling physician indeed who did nof Anow how (o zzwiate as wel as (o

cure.



2.5 CHAPIER I71.

A COVTINUATION OF THE SAME SFPORT!

LADY Hazard baving been (old by my lords gentleman that her
busband was gone out, and had lefi word he should nof return perbips
(l dinner, sat down (o breakfbs¢ with Mr. Stondtist snd her son
Charles, which meal, however, was very short; for the (ufor sppesred
exceedingly anzxwus (o mniroduce 4is pupd (o some new quihor, with
whom the young gentleman Seemed as evident(ly (o wish himsell’
acquainted. [hey therefore retired (o the lbrary, and left the lady (o
herselt] who, 1br some minutes afiewards, contmued in & profound
reverds, not Anowing what (o make of her busband s hLaving gone out s0
unprecedentedly; 10r as (o the adventure of the preceding night, she had
precty well made up her mind on 1.

There was not much (ime (o reflect on that or any thing else before the
door cpened, and 4 person walked in{o the room, whom Lady Hazard
Anew immediately for the very same St Dantel whom she had seen at
the playhouse. She was 1for & moment astonished, but, recollecting hersell]
she got wp, and was making her way lowards the bell, when the
gentleman, who, 101 some regson or other, did not seem (o approve of her
Caking that step, got the start of her, and disputed (he pass.

Wo, no, my dear madam,’ said he, (hat cannot be; you mus( sulfer me
(o preven( you. Besides, whai would your sevants say, i you called (hem
about you?”

Say Sp! answered the lady, with 4 look of inetthble disdain, one of
them was wiiness (o yowr ruffian-like behaviour 1as¢ night, and would
want no order fFom me (o (293¢ you 45 you merdl —which chasiisement i
you do not wish (o provoke, you will begone instantly.”

Weg ¢l you bave granted my pardon,’ said he. By hbeaven this vist,
which [ bave managed (o &4 miracle, was meant only 4s 4n alonement for
my 1ast night s offence. [was madness—iliguor—any thing you will.”



“Dare not Str,’ said the lady, (o atftont my ears with your GIOSS
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insolence.” “Way then, ' cried he, there 75 but 4 moment, and by heaven [
will not lose 7. Charming creature look with prty on me!” “What do you
mean! exclaimed Lady Hazard. Nay unband me, or [ rajse the bouse!”
Wever, " cried the ravisher; (his minute shall seal my bappiness.”
Heavens! crded the lady, shall [ be (reated (hus/—is there no one near

m@/’)

“Yes madam,’ crred Standibst, who entered the rvom, there is one near

you, and ever ready thus (o (reay the villamm who shall dare (o wrong
such beauty and innocence.” So saying, he few at (he ravisher as if he
wodd have (hrotiled him. [hen pausing:— ‘But bold,’ said hbe, my
regard (o Lady Hazards character protects you in (his house:—I1ell me
who you re, and expect me in Aalf an hour 47 the Smyzrna.”

7 am called,’ said the other, St Dansel Dog-bol, and will not 141 you
may be assured. As (o you madam,’ said he, [ sincerely regre¢ that [
bave given you & moments pain. What a wretch [ am —Ilas¢ night—Ch
that 7 bad been prosperous, or ¢hat [ could blot 7 fFom my memory!”

Here he left the room, and Mr. Standtast ringing (he bell, a servant
presently made his appearance, who asking i he was wanied, was told
only (o see the gentleman oul; (o which he answered (hai Jobn bad
opened the door, and the gentleman offered him A3lf & gunes, bui he
would not take 7. “Very well said Standthst, take away the things;”
which while the savani was dong, he whispered (o Lady Hazard o
compose herselfl—rbr she was on & sord, and seemed indeed ex(remely
Herrz6d.

When the servant was gone out of the room, Standlyst advanced (o Lady
Hazard, and said, 7 should be extremely unbappy i, zedlous in your
ladyships cause, [ bave done any (hing in (his business conlrary (o your

wishes. ”

Good God!" cried the lady, how can you have such an idea, Mr.
Standths¢? A ratfian sssaulted me, and you cameé (o my assistance. Can
such conduct demand any (hing less from me than (he warmes( (hanks.”



Madam [ beg your pardon,’ said Standthst, but 7 has been & sirange
business aliogether. [ bad for one momen(—perhaps for which [ ought
never (o be forgien—torgot (he unsullied purtly of Lady Hazard, and
when [ heard from t(he genileman (hat insinuaiion concaning I4s¢
nlgh{—obut 7 75 impossible—IL se¢ #—he musi be & villain. [ will answer
with my e that if ever & heart was the mansion of mnocence, yours is.

7 thank you for your cpinion st said the lady, [ hope [ deserve zf. As
(o las¢ night, [ will no¢ make a mystery of i now, though [ thought [
bad sulficient reason for #f then. After my lord left me, this bold man
came back (o the box, and seemg me alone, began (o enguire WAl was
become of the lady? [ told him (hat, at my desive, my lord had conducted
her (o her coach; upon which he said be would remain (o (hank him for
41y cavilily, as wel as (o project me from any insuli. —[MHe bebaved very
properdy a¢ e, bug, as the house thinned, his conversation (ook quile 4
different (wrn. He firs¢ said be wondered my lord did nof return; then
said he was surely gone home with the lady; and at lasy assured me (hat,
(o bis Anowledge, she was an old acquaintance of bis. A¢ length he
ventured a7 some rude freedoms, bul at (Aat moment Jobhn came (o 45k
me i’ he should draw off the coach, and seeing whai passed, did not
bestiate (o (reat the rulfian pre(ly severely for 4is msolence.”

Blessings on bim for 7, cried Standlist, as wel as for reftsing (he
money jus¢ now; [ never (hought if of bim [ contéss betore; but [ see be is
a noble fellow:—obu¢ go on madam.”

7 suttéred myselfl’ said Lady Hazard, to be conducted by my servant
and the box-kegper (o my coach, and came home, when having cautioned
Jobn never (o cpen Ais Lps on the subject, [ (ook the resolutin of keeping
7 from my busbands knowledge, for féar of bis resentment.”

Wothing could be more commendable certainly,’ said Standfist.
Insutterable impudence; in & public place (oo, & fellow you had never seen
bettre [ suppose. And then (o have recourse (o that stale (rack of sccusing
my lord!—so worthy a character; so good & busband!”



Heaven rozbid [ should think him otherwise, ' said the lady; but how
came (his sudscius man here? Which of the servants could shew bim
ingo (his apariment?”

Ot [ can account for that, ' said Standtast.— ‘Can you sir,’ said the

lady.’ “That 75 to say, answered the tutor, [ (hink [ can guess. You
Lnow my lord ent(rusied me with the business of las¢ night, upon which,
begween ourselves, he is gone out (his morning.” “Well, and what then?”’
said the lady, & ILiile peevishly.’ “What then, cricd Standfést, really it
58 s0 awhkward & business (o answer, you had betler nol enguire 4boul #;
157, gpon my word, [ am not a¢ Lbercy (o (el you.”

“This iv the strangest mystery, said the lady— Surely i you know sny
thing of the matter, you can explain (0 me bow (his man came here?”

‘Why very (rue, ' returned Standfhst, 4s far as i relates (o that madam,

[ can have no obfection. My lord, upon going out (his morning, desied me
(o recerve every person who should call, and / Suppose, a8 [ had not left
the breakids room five minuies when (his pre((y gentleman was shewn
wp bere—"

But stll that is very extraordmary,’ said the lady, 1or no servant

snnounced him."”

‘Why then certammly he must hbave been previously shewn into the
Lbrary, said Standtbst, while Charles and [ were in the Litle study
Stppose [ zing to Enow: but, wpon second thoughts, [ bad better not. One
servant already hbas been witness of—but, bowever, [ will quist bim."”

7 cannot think of i, said the lady, ‘4nd whatever may be the
consequence, rather (han my conduct should sppesr so equivocal, [ am
resolved (o acquaint my lord with every (hing, just as Z has fallen oug.”

"You would not surely be so mad,’ cried Standthst. He has quite enough
upon bis bands about 7 already: [ (remble for him af (his moment. —
Good God,' said the lady, one would think you wanted (o ditve me
disiracted. Why (remble for him? What bas he upon his bands?”



7 lteg your parden madim, returned Standthsl; my anzzity, my
warmith—Ch that [ could dissemble ILike other men: (his absurd
trankness of mine 35 always leading me into scrgpes.”

Mr. Standtist, ' said the lady, very earnestly, i you have any thing (o
tell me (hat regards my happiness—ior [ now begin (o suspect you
hLave—do not keep me in this dreadfid suspence: i) on the conirary, my
hbusband has entrusied you wih any thing, and enpoined you nol (o
inform me, convince him of your fidendship, by shewing you are worlhy
of 4is confidence.”

‘Good heaven! said Standtbst, where is there such snother woman (o be
Lound Z—of such nice prudence!—such delicate honour! What my lord
en(rusted me with, madam, he ceatamly left (o my own discretion.
However, as one would (hink mplied 4 wish (o conceal every (hing
from you— and yer & breach of confidence where any (hing so valuable
as your peace of mind is concerned would—" ‘By no means,  interrupted
the lady; nothing could induce you (o forgive yourselt! — ‘But, my dear
madam,’ cried Standthst, finding her curisiy so (ardy, the thing cannot
remain a secrel, (he newspapers will be fall of ip.” "Well Sk, crisd the
lady, Zf will then be (ime enough (o (ell me what [ now plainky see will
make me wreiched whenever [ Anow #.” [ may no¢ lve perbaps (il
then madam,’ said Standtbst.” ‘Wot Live! said Lady Hazard, what do you
mean?’ ‘Surely you forget my asppointment,’ said Standthsc, with the
gentleman at the Smyrna.” “You will not be so mad,’ cried she.” How!
refwrned Standfysq, my honour 75 engaged, and in your cause. Adiea,
and i [ should 141, do me the justice (o reflec (Aol my Ias¢ momenis

were spent in your sevice.”

So saying, he ran precipriately down stazs, regardless of Lady Hazard,
who several (zmes called after bim (o retuwrn. She now summoned John
into ber presence, (old him (o go immediately (o the Smyrna cotfée-bouse,
ond deszre, 1o her name, that Mr. Stondfbst would come back, and (hat
i he saw any mischiof gomng on, (o call any assistance he could (o
prevent 1.



Jobn was scarcely out of sight when Lady Hazard reflecied what a
strange errgnd she had sent him on, qnd was aboul (o rmng the bel (o
dispatch another sexvanty afier him, when she recollected (his would be
only making bad wozse.

Zhus situated, 7 is impossible (o descrtbe what she 1elf. Anger for my
Lord—compassion 1or Stondtbst—tear for haselt! intruded sI 4¢ once on
her gentle mind; and yer she Anew nol why.

[n the mids¢ of this contentin she sought for her son, with & view i Ais
conversatwon (o glleviate her uneisiness, when gomng imnio the lLbrary the
Lirs¢ object that struck her was Lord Hazard, who had gone there in
search of Standfbst. Notbing could equal ther muiusl surprgse; oug of
which my lord fizs¢ recovering bimself, said, S0 madam, [ am come
bome you see.” “Yes, ' said the lady, and before dinner too.” “Well cried
my lord, are you not obliged (o me?” My Lord,’ said Lady Hazard, [
sball never think myself obliged (o you for any conduct of which [ don'¢
Anow the motzve.” Fhbaw! cried my lord, you know [ bate dgscontent.”
And [ dissimalation,  said the lady. "

They were going on in (his manner when Charles came info (he room
with a book. ‘COh madam,’ said he, ‘4re you here? Where 75 Mr.
Standtbse? [ came (o shew him the preftiast (hing [ ever met with in
my e, Shall [ read it my lord?”

Y 4m in no reading mood a¢ present, ’ sazd Lord Hazard, “Read 7 (o me,
my love, ' answered the lady.’

Charles answered, with strong indications of surprise a¢ the looks of bis
parents, 7 would read it (o you, bul # 18 in Greek; however, [ will (ell
you the sense of . I{ 75 an allegoracal allusion (o (he poliy of efther &
Lingdom or g 15mily, and given in the way of advice by 4 sage (o a4 Kng,
who had quarrelled with his subjects.’

“There was a wver,  says the author, that delighted (o expand #s smooth
sarthce (o the beams of the sun. [(s banks were embossed with verdure, zf
nowrgshed myraads of scaly mhabrients, and # glided through (he
megdows with a placid and maesix grandeur, (o the surprise and delight



of every beholder. An unexpected calaract, fom 4 neghbowring
mountam, on & sudden dimmed s lustre and ruffled s (ranquilliy; (i,
Lurrred by the overbesring conflux, if forced iself info (wo distinct
channels:—ihere murmuring, # bemoaned Zis sad and vagrant fage. A¢
1ast, each stream, 4s i by jomnl consent, burst the banks which separated
them, and they mel (ogether in affectinale reconcilement, no more (o

par¢ (ll divided by (he ocean.’

“Thus, " says our suthor, after intestine brois, may every Kingdom or
1omily, endeqred by love and loyally, unile, and never separate (il
recetved nfo (he bosom of fage.”



2.4. CHAPIER IV.

MATTER OF THE SAME COMPLEXTON.

CHARLES baving fingshed his allegory, asked his parents how (hey liked
7?7 Lord Hazard said he believed there were very few Aingdoms or
tomilias  efther that were nol subject (o such cataracts. —Charles
answered # mus( then be mismanigement in nol properly. guarding
against them.

You are r9gh¢ my dear,’ said his mother, buf whay can be done with
mundations (hat force ther way like miners in & (own, and do mischiof
m proporiaon 4s thew Source 35 concesled. "

Forbaps my lord (ook (his 45 something meant ai him, for looking very
carnestly at his lady, he said ‘you are wonderttlly sagacivus madam;”
and then (urning (o Ais son, asked what he bad done with Mr. Standtést.

Here Jobn entered the library, saying, ‘Madam, [ went as your ladyshzp
ordered me, but they were gone.” (B, said the lady in great apparent
conthsion, t(a— (s—very well Jobn—and when does hber ladysbip—"
Ladyshzp! answered Jobn, firs¢ looking a¢ Lord Hazard, and then a¢ bis
lady.— ‘But you say they were gone, returned the lady.’ “Wel, (el
Lol [ am going (o my dressing room.” “Yes, my lady,’ said Jobn, and
reqzred.”  Lord,’ contipued Lady Hazard, what could [ be thinking
about?” "What indeed,’ said my lord. Something, one would imagine not
alfogether so Iingenuous, by your evideny embarrassment.” My
embarrassment! answered she, recollecting herself, and (hen gathering
strength fiom (he consciusness of her inieqidly, no my lord, there is
nothing disingenuous in e, 48 you shall very easidy be convinced, when
you bave shewn me all that passes i your own heart.” So saying she leff

the room.

In my heart, muttered my lord. 'Why sounds, "—but seeing Charles be
restramed himself! Then endeavouring (o give the maller & ditférent
Carn, said, with & forced smile, 1 suppose your mother 7s angry af my



going out (o breaktst this morning. She would be prudent bowever not (o

threaten me.”

Here Mr. Standthst came into the room, and the moment my lord saw
bim, he exclaimed ‘here [ am sound.” And satée [ hope my lord,  said
Standtbst.” [ don't Anow that, answered (he patron; but come with me,
[ bave a great deal fo (el you.”

The lord and the tutor now walked out of the room, and Charles re(urned
to 4zs study; not however without t(elling Mr. Standfbst he would nog
allow bzm (o play (ruani in (Aot manner.

The lord (old his fiend, as soon as they were in & room by (hemselves,
that not finding Colonel [ily at home, he bad been to Mr. Snatilels
house glone, where he was swprased (o find (hay geni{leman had been
gone ouf about sn hour, # bemng then pre((y eirly; ‘and as [ Anew;’
continued my lord, that if he came you would give him & proper answer,
[ sat down (o waz his return. [ bad scarcely been there five minules
before his sister came in. Seetng 4 siranger, as she imigined, she would
have retzred, but presently recollecting me, she paid me some well-bred
achknowledgments 1oz the aitentin I had the pleasure of paying her Ias¢
night. [ answered (his cvildly, and gave my Vis# 4 (wn of enquiring
afler her health; complimenting her, ai the same (ime, on the (/e
prejudice her féars had done her complesion. She lamented her brother
was noy 4y home, bui added that she expecied hbim every minule, and
begged [ would (ake breaktyst.”

(ﬂozzgﬁ [ Enew my hot-headed gentleman would only be s(ill more
exgsperated 4t fnding me (ete 4 (ete with Ais sister, [ resolved (o accept
ber mviiation; nor do I repent of my resolution: for I conféss o you [
never mel with 4 woman more unsffeciedly capiivating. You Aknow
Standtys¢ [ Iike 4 sincere candid openness of bebaviour, and 7 was never
more s(rongly maniésied than in the sweel manner of (his lovely young

creature.”’

“In the course of our conversatin on the adventure of yesterday evening,

[ learn¢ the real cause of (hal strange medley of circumsiances which



miroduced & coolness for the 1is¢ (ime between my wite and me, gave
me a fiesh proof of thy kind aitachment —here Standtbst bowed—and
brought me in company wih (he mosy lovely woman my eyes ever
beheld.’

7 was astonished (o find myself & great deal more concerned in (513
business than [ imagined, (hough poor thing she liile knew i, bug (old
me the maller 45 i (o an mdifferent person; mmagining my conduct 145t
night demanded ffom hber every explanation.”

"You mus¢ know (his brother of hers is rigidly (enacmus of bis sisters
honour, for he lss under very greal obligations (o this baroney, who I8
shortly to be marrred (o her; and she, on her side, pariakes so strongly of
415 generosily, hat she consents (o give her hand (o 4 man she cannol
love, o pay her brothers debt of graiiude.”

“She told you sl this, did she my lord? said Sandtbst.’

b yes, answered my lord: she has none of that sordid narrowness of
mind, the resuli of vulgar sentiments and meéan educatin. She 75 all
candour snd Hankness. Ob you may see i 4 moment she bas maiiained
4 high rank in socuty.’

‘Well, you bave been (old that the brother very abruptly left his sister
and hber mtended husbond in the box, and sallied affer & gentleman
whom he saw coming oul on the cpposite side. [his man # seems paid
sSome attentzon (o (his sweel gmdl, and was msuliing enough, Anowing
therr circumstances, (o propose 4 seitlement. Ihis the brother resented,
and & duel was the consequence: bul no dlarming issue came of 1f; 1or
after & mutusl discharge of pistols, the seconds iniertéred, snd, upon &
promise given by (his gentleman, that he would never more presumé (o
address Miss Snattle, all anger subsided. Las¢ week, however, at (he
masquerade, i you recollect, you and [ paid pariicular a(tention (o &
Lovely figure in the dreass of &4 cueassian, and (o contéss the (ruth, while
you were gone (o see after our parly, [ made no scruple (o be very free
with her; seemng her entmely alone, and believing her (o be one of the
ol sisterhood. She says indeed [ (ook & number of indecent libertiss;



and 157th the 14ct might be so, for we had been dranking 4 greaq deal of
champazzne. AL this Miss Spaffle—Lor you have seen she was the
crreassian—related (o her brother, when he returned fiom seetng after
therr carrzage. ”

"The brother immedistely sought after me, directed by (he descripiion of

my dress, all over (he rooms, and [ dare say we should bave bad a (iiing
boug that evening, had [ not, wpon jorning you, yielded (o your pressing
entrealy (o return home.’

Weog finding me, they had nothing now for I but congeciure who 7 could
be (hat had so publicly insulied (he lady. Ihe suspicion naturally Lghied
on the gentleman who had betbre affionied her, by Ahis offér of 4
settlement. Mr. Spatfle (herefore immedistely determined upon an
explanation with hLim whenever they should meet. The st (ime he saw
bim was last nighl a¢ the play, where he joumed him in (hal sudden
manner you have heard of, and they went (ogether into the Shakespear:
Here a very singulor esplonation (ook place: the gentleman informed Mz
Snattle that he had relgiusly adbered (o the promise made at the
concluston of then quarrel, (hat however he was enizely devoted (o the
lady, and meant (o make her honourable proposals, the moment he should
by the death of & very mear relation, be relessed from the res(raint
whch, (il that eveny happened, would preventy his having so much
happmess; that bemng nevertheless unalferably atitached (o her, he
determined, as thr as he decently could, (o waich her inclinations, and
bemmg that eveming ai the masquerade, and notxing the pariiulir
conduct of a gentleman there—mesning me—Ahad the curmisiy (o
enguire who that gentleman was; i which he so wel succeeded (hat [
was described as a reformed rake, who had marrred sfier ruining 4 whole
village.

“Thus you see, Mr. Snhattle being told all these particulars, no wonder he
should accost¢ me in the ex(raordinary manner he did, or (hat [ should
find 7 necessqry (o make the handsomest qpology for my conducy, which
[ was on the point of doing, when [ considered how awkward Zf would be
to announce myself! Besides, 7z would then bave been necessary (o inform
the lady of the quarrel, which I was easy (o see had been carefully



concealed fiom ber. And again, [ did not know whether an apology to her
might satisdy her brother. Besides, to be ingenuous, i [ had made 4
concesswon, and (aken my leave, # was possible [ might never see ber
again. Al these considerations determined me s¢ill (o concesl myself; so,
afler 4 thousand scknowledgmends 1oz her condescensin, [ leff & meassage
1or the brother, and hastened home (o consuli thee.”

‘Well my lord,’ said Standtist, [ have heard you o an end, and once
more [ caution you not (o be imposed upon. [n the 1hst place If Is & very
curwns thing that the lady this morning should relate her love, her
poverty, and her gratiude, and the Lord knows what, (o & gentleman she
never saw (il 1as¢ night. [{ puts me (oo much in mind of one of the
bisgordas of those unforiunite poor devils who always begin with— was &
dergyman s daughier.”

Poich, ' said my lord, scarcely attending (o Standfhs¢, (here was one
thing escaped ber that charmed me. Said she—iL wish [ bad not gone (o
that masquerade, or else (hat (his lord was not married, and 4 rake.”

Good God,' crisd Standtsst, cannot you see it yet? She hnew you, and
sazd this on purpose. She thought i would bz, and so 7 has. Such a
cervamm shoy, so well dmecied: bui surely, my lord, @ was (oo gross, (oo
palpable, (oo Litle disguised (o pass on you 2"

Rathber say,  returned my lord, (oo ingenuous (o contain the least shadow
of ar¢. Besides, every (hing aqround the place wears the i of sober
ired, said the (utor, for (he purpose

124

elegance. A handsome house—
of gulling your lordship. "

7 cannot concerve,’ said Lord Hazard, what makes you so warm in (his
business. You know the wordd I acknowledge, bui give me leave (o say [
Fnow 7t (oo, Mr. Standtast.”

Intinitely begier, ' said (he parson, wih an inward sneer, (han [ do, my

Lord, [ am ready (o grant: but still [ am 4 by-s¢ander, and 4s you sppesr
(o be playing pre(ly degp ai this game, there may be no harm in giving
you & caution not o be bubbled.”



Y know thy firendship and anzialy,  cried my lord, but what is (here (o

1ear? She 75 & woman of honour, and if [ was inclined (o (hink of her,
there 75 no chance for me. Besides, [ give you my word If 75 no¢ my
intention ever (o cause Lady Hazard & moment s uneasiness: —bul surely
& beawlitd woman may be admired withoui{ any offénce (o & wies
vocue. ”

“There my lord,’ said Standthst, 75 my hope: your hear¢ 75 my sheet
anchor: and upon that [ (rust with comforg for the saféty of your honour.”

Fnough,’ said my lord, 7 shall never decerve thee, nor any one.”
“Thank you my lord,’ said Standtist; 1 am completely satistied: [ will
not¢ even féar 7 can decetve Ziself! And now pray what sor¢ of 4n apology
o you mean (o make (o Mr. Snattle?” A fLll and entire one,’ said my
lord; be is entifled (o 7, and so is (he lady. You and [ wil go {ogether
Co-morrow morning, and [ dare say we shall very easdly lough off (he

2

whole matter.’
This being agreed on, the conversatin (wrned on Lady Hazard. Standtbst
sazd he concerved there was some apology due (o her. My lord did not
think so. He saw in her conduct all the mysterius InquisiIveness of
growing jealousy. It was the fis¢ (ime (o be swe he had ever been

disingenuous with her, but cicumsiances required I. [He now began o

percerve thare might be occurrences which would admiz of (reating her
with 4 sor¢ of laudable duplicily; which indeed she ought (o be thankrul
Lor-—bul such was the restless and unsaiistied curwsiy of wives, (ba¢ he
Plainly saw she would infolibly consirue 7 into coldness and neglect.

However, he bad seen many instances of resigned acquigscence in her
duty, and therefore he doubled nof but (his business—ihe (zuth of which
he was determined to kegp 4 secrel—hough 1f might rulile a Litle, yer
7 would not desqroy thewr mutuil (ranqguilliy.

fe thought iz, nevercheless, icumbent on bim (o give the malier some
bue of probabilily, the belter (o appease her ai once. 76 do this he (old
ber, a5 i casually, a¢ dinner, (hal an aftbn of bonowr bhad called bim out
m the morning, bul that foriunalely every thing had (ermingied without
bloodshed.



The reflection (hat her husband had ascaped such &4 danger, bore down in
Lady Hazards mind all other considerations, and she was in & moment
partectly at ease. She chid him however for preférring & foolish punciili

of honour (o her peace of mind, and his own personsl safély; saying that
hzs courage was (oo well establshed (o need any such savage and
unnecessary proof’ of #: and she wondered & brutal custom should so

prevar, which, 151 fiom exhibiiing any (rax; of (rue honour, or real spuil,

was generally the refuge of sharpmng Anaves, and the las¢ resor of
desperate cowards.

Standthst acquiasced in the justice of the remark, and Lord Hazard (old
ber with & smile that, hbad be known she possessed so much spuil, he
would have engaged her 4s his second.

A silent minute, or rather & sient quarter of an hour, here ensued,

which would perbaps have lasted much longer had not the arzaval of some

company put an end (o thew différeny cogriations, the subject of which, i
the reader will but thmmk a lLtle, by way of making one, I 18 nol
zmpossible bul be may be able (o guess.

As the conversation now ook a4 mixed (urn, and the gemeral (opizs of
munisiers, puppel-shews, Sermons, plays, sceplres, wash-balls, lojtery
(ckets, loaded dice, lords, monkies, speakers, parrols, duchesses, and
drabs, were aliernately haondled with such velocily and vocieration, (Aat
the partzes themselves were 4l (alkers, and no hesrers.

[ shall therefore content myself with barely mentioning (hat, while my
lord was out of (he room, Mr. Standthst¢ asked Lady Hazard when he
should have the honour of communicating the resulf of whay sent him (o
the Smyrna.

The lady agreed (o hear # the nexy morning, a7 which Stondtyst said,
that then, qnd every other moment of his Lr6, was pertécily a¢ the
devotion of her ladyship, even though i should be atiended with rbr
greater peris than those he had that day encouniered:—so saying, hAe
heaved 4 profound sizh, and joined the company.



What shall [ say to the reader in this place? for so far fiom relieving
bim fiom (hat suspense inio which [ have so completely (hrown bim, 7 15
cer(amly my inleniion (o hewghien i:—bul, hLowever, there 15 4 remedy
1or such as are over impaiient; for i the (enier-hooks on whith [ have
set them prick (oo hard, they hAave nothing (o do bul dp a4 fow pages
torward, and they will find them a8 easy 4s & cushion.



2.5 CHAPIER V.

WHERE THE READER BEING A LITTLE RELIEVED FROM ONE
EMBARRASSMENT WILL BE THROWN INTO ANOTHER.

WNo sooner had the complicated din of Zineranty rejadlers opened (he eyes,
or rather the ears, of the sevan(s—Lor they were yet only Lalf awake—
in that square where Lord Hazard resided, than that nobleman left the
pariner of hzs bed, (o seek affer Standthst, who was suddenly awoke by &
sezvany fiom a4 nqp into which he had rfollen qbout hall’ an howr betbre;
101 the pius precepior had been exercising (A4y portion of Ais religius
duty called waiching the greater part of the night.

In fhet, the subjoct which occupted Az (houghts was of so complicate and
nxce & Kmnd, that he had been (wrning # in bis mind with much care and
attention; and afier looking 4t # in every possible siualion —ireieciing
this expedient, adopting that, and a¢ las¢ 1hudly satistying himsell’ 48 (o
the messures (o be (aken—he had rfollen sslecp just ai the very instany
when [hoebus awovke, and walked abroad (o cheer (he world, inspire
poets, and engender animalculae: three employments, according (o some
philoscphers equally maierzal.

Mr. Standthst understanding that his patron required his presence, now
only muitered those curses which he before bad been (hundering 4gainst
the footman. In a fow minutes he joned Lord Hazard, whom he found
14l] of impatience and anxrry:.

My lord said he wanted (o have five minules conversalion wih bim
previous (o thew inlended business (hay morning; adding, thaly he musy
candidly contéss he wished for & pre(exy for conlinuing bis vis#s ai Mz
Shatlels, snd (hat be could (hink of nothing bui the sister:

My lord, said Standtast, 1 am sorry (o see this. [t can end but one
way. Good God that this Syren should get such bold of you in &
moment!—Why t(he mos¢ mesperdenced of your adveniures a¢ L#itle
Hockley was pradence (o ¢his.”



He bad scarcely spoken when Lady Hazard came sbrupily info the room.
Addressing hberselt (o her busband, she said, My lord, [ know not how
you will recerve the over anzwus solcriude of & wités, whose uniform study
bas been (o administer (o your wishes; bu¢ [ am zmpelled, by an
nresistable something, (o entreay (hay the horrid coolness you have shewn
me ever smce (A4l strange business ay the playhouse, may be fully
explamed; may be dome away: that so the (ranquilliy which rewned in
this fomily, (il that unbappy moment, and pomied us oul 4s 1A and
worthy objects for imiiation may be restored (o us.”

Y know not what you mean,’ said my lord.—You are 4 charming
woman; [ doat on you—iherefore make yourself easy, and (rus¢ (o (he
truth of my affeciion.”

Heaven forbid [ should doubt 1z, " said the lady; but be assured the best
afféciions are (oo offen endangered by the slghiesi misunderstandings. [
beliove we have all three & great deal (o contéss (o each other, and [
came (o encourqge you both, by frankly acknowledging all [ know and ol
[ copjeciure, relative (o (he mos¢ extraordinsry and mos¢ unpleasani
business [ ever yel expersenced, ai (he same (ime, my lord, let me say [
bave no idle cuarisily (o indulge, no whim (o gra(uy, no foolish feminine
te4rs that alarm me, nol even the slghies¢ wani of confidence in your
Lordshipls lavish love or fhamm fideldy; —/ honeastly and sacredly beliove
that nothing could shake either;—but, as an ar(fil (ram of flagiering
concurrenty cmcums(ances mighi give them, strong 4s they are, some
sLgh¢ inclination (o pause, [ (hink 7 my daty (o endeavour what [ can, (o
sustain them, (o hold them securely where they ought, and where [ am
suare they wish imvariably (o fix.”

My lord paid bis lady & very elegant, and [ believe & very sincere
compliment, on her inteniions, a(tachment, afféciion, sense of duty, snd
297h¢ conceptin of (hat exquasiie charm in & witéls conducl who 18 never
officivusly soliciious, bui ever on (he waich (o plesse. [e remarked
bLowever (Aay the breakiyse would interrupt nothing.

Here Standthst interfering, sazd, (hat a¢ breaktist Charles would
necessarly make one of the pariy, which he spprebended was no¢ Lady



[Hazards wish; be therefore proposed (o defér 7 (i (he evening, or some
other time which the lady peremplorily declared she could nol consent to.
Indeed she pressed so hard for & hbesring (hal very morning, (Aat
Standtyst, at the instance of my Lord Hazard, undertook (o set bis pupdl
& task in the library immediately affer breakias¢, when iz was qgreed
that the conversation should be resumed.

Fearbaps Mr. Standtést was glad of &4 moment)s pause. He certainly
betrayed evident symptoms of astonishment at the fist par¢ of Lady
Hazards harrangue, which, added (o an affécted inditférence, and a
torced sprighiliness, would have conveyed o an unmierrupled by-siander,
a (ra# or (wo of suspicion (Aat the ladys conduct was no¢ alfogether
agrecable (o him: bul we have already hinted (hat he never sulltéred long
under perturbation of any kind. [hus, whatever inward sensations mizht
produce the above effecls, they cartainly did nof remain visible long
enough (o be notwed ewher by the lord or the lady; and with the
assistance of summoning A pupll (o breskiyst, he had so ralled 4is
spuas, that he appeared the most cheerti/ and unconcerned of the whole
company.

1l was 1hr othawise with my lord. fe set 7 down for & cer¢ainly (hat his
lady had, by some means, discovered all that bad pasy, and divined al
that was Lkely (o come. Nevertheless, he 16lf no reluctance (o review Ais
mngeniions ether in one Lght or the other; bul certain namelass
sensations, which he 1l in spight of bimsell gave Ais bebaviour an
awhkwardness which was apparent i proporiion as he endeavoured (o hide
.

Charles was no sooner informed by his father that he bad some pariicular
business with Mr. Standthst, and given his task, than he retired (o (he
Librazry, when the lady, after an apology much in the siyle of (he former
one, qcquamied her husband with 4l she Anew relative (o (his strange
affbn: not even omifling efther the msulf she had recerved (he morning
before, the spuited kindness of Standfhst, or the message she had sent
after him (o the Smyrna; which last¢ business clearly accounted for her
consusion n the library when Jobn came back; whom she also loaded wih
praises, 1 which Standfyst joned, decloring, at the same (ime, that (he



biang of that worthy fellow was & new insiance (hai Lord Hazards
knowledge of the world and judgment of mankind was Supertor (o his, 1or
that Jobhn hbad what be thought & forbidding counienance, which bis
Llordship, however, with &4 penelrqtion 151 beyond bis, had construed ingo 4
sign of Bluniness and plain dealing. ‘Bu¢ madam,’ said Standfist, 1

interrapt you.”

The lady- wenty on, saying thay her busbands new and ex(raordinary
conducy bad firs¢ given ber the alarm. In addiion (o this, &4 sevani bad
been pravy (o the (reatment she had recerved fivm the baronel ai the
theatre. Again, he who ought (o bave protecied ber was out of the way,
when Mr. Standfas¢ stept forward in her defénce. [n shor(, such
concealments and such obligations were very repugnani lo her delracy,
whh she hboped his lordship, m (his case, would concerve was not
atfected or oversirained. My lord, she added, was the proper person (o
reward the sarvant and (hank Mr. Standtbst, who, (hough a gen{leman
in years, and perféctly exemplary in Ais manners, was by no means &
proper conlident for her who thought i her 1St happiness (o have no
wish or thought concesled from her husband.

Lord Hazard passed some very Ahigh compliments on the frankness,
Lindness, and greal proprdety of Ais lady s declsration and conduct. e
owned he thought the business of the baronel perféctly mexplicable; but
these and 4l other consideratwns were swallowed up in the obligatwns he
thought bimself under (o Standthst, who (ook all these compliments with
the same composure 48 he would have recerved his salary, or qny (hing
else which he concerved (o be pertectly his own property.

[ lordship desired (his worghy fdend, as hbe called bim, (o relate (he
Issue of his meeting the baronet at the Smyrna; but Standfhst remarked
that the harvest of domesii (ranquilliy (his discovery promised, belonged
enizrely (o bis lordship and the amizsble Lady Hazard: (hat at best be was
but 4 pravileged gleaner, who saw, bul envied nof, (hal abundant
Lappiness which Kindly let 150 as much comiorg 45 he dasired, and more,
mtinziely more than he desarved.—be (herefore begged (o come in Ais
place. “Besides,” added he, (otally ignorant as your lordship is of the
motrves of these people for stiring up 4/ (A8 mischiaf] your story cannof



but invelve some awhkwardness which my affer esplanation may relive;
107 [ thncy the baronel has made me more sz 724 (o (his business (han
etther of you.”

[z Jordship, (sking (his 4s a4 faendly bing of the (utor, (o clear up any
embarrassment (Ao might ardse in Ais narraiive, consented (o unfdld. I
15 but (ruth (o say that his relation was noi so ingenuous 4s (Aal of 4y
lady had been; 101 he did not mentin the cause of the quarrel, nor (Aat
7 yet exisied; bui, on the conirary, said (Aay the whole was 4 misiake,
the brother having (sken hbim 1or 4nother person, who had, # seems,
offered 4n insali (o the sister, and (hal every (hing was amicably made
wp. fe sunk entirely the circumsiance of his having seen Miss Shaftle
the day before; he also forbore (o (ouch on Ais inleniin of paying that
lady 4 second visHl; and indeed on any one pomi (hal could give the
smallest reason for conpjecture thai the whole was any other than &
matier of & common cuwsory Kind, which, in proportion 4s # was
mysterius, so I sunk (o nothing, the mystery beang deared away. He
was very much alive however (o all those matters relative to S Dandsl
Dogbolf. —LHe boped bis fidend would be able (o clesr them up: for, after
all, he should not consider that pary of the business at an end without &
140l and explicsi satisthetion for (he insuli his wité had sustained in Ais
absence.

7 am heartily sorry you were absent, said Standthst. Proud as [ was of
chasiising bis insolence, 7 was cer(ainly your 1975¢. "

Lord Hazard acknowledged his obligatins, and proceeded (o finish Ais
account of (his business, in which, upon the whole, he so well succeeded,
that Lady Hazard declored she was, except 4 Litle remaining curfsiy,
pertectly satistiod.

Now came the tutors (wn. He began with saying he had & much longer
Cale o (el than edther of them, and (hal since bhe was not then bound by
the pamftd duty which had ALitherto punciiiusly Aepr him Liom
divulging 7, he thought himself obliged cpenly and withoui resezrve (o
declare all he Enew on (he subject. ‘Bug, ' added he, [ believe my lord
they are (oo ar(ful a4 set 10r us (o place any relisnce on what they (el us.



What [ am going now (o inform you, [ forced from the pre((y baronet—it

be be one—who had the unparalleled insolence (o insali this lady, for
which—and [ bope your lordship will no¢ blame my (oo forward zeal, [
bad the bonour of calling bim (o account.’

Standthst here recerved the compliments he had once more fshed 1or,
and then went on: not wihhout frs¢ exclaiming Heavens! why my lord 4
peartéct siranger would have been entiled (o the assistance [ gave, much
lass her ladyshzp. A meer common exercise of humanzy. Besides, (he
gentleman gave me very litle (rouble. He fénces pre((y well, but [ soon
disgrmed him; and having his Lfe in my power, [ made use of this
oppor¢unty of extor(ing fiom hbim an  accouny of himsell’ and Ais
assoczates. He said be bad long secretly admired [ady Hazard, ¢hat be
bad (rded many experiments (o get an cpportunily. of disclosing Ay
passion, but found none which had the smallest sppesrance of 1éasibiliy
il about three weeks ago, 4y the masquerade, where you may remember
we were 1 a very large par(y.”

Good God,' crisd Lady Hazard, 7 recollect zf. A man certainly did tease
me a¢ the masquerade, but [ (ook #f for some drunken fbol, and never
gave the maiter a4 second thought.”

He told me, said Standthst, he fixs¢ accosted your lordship, drew you
away fiom your company, and miroduced you (o qnother, that he might
bave befter opporfunily (o entertain ber ladyship. [His words were (hai be
bad found an impregnable for(ress, and thearefore, fivm (A4l moment,
determined (o give up the aitack; bul accident miroducing bim (o (he
same box at the playhouse, his wishes revived, and resolving (o make use
of the occasion (hay presented rself (hrough Mz Snaftle s quarrel with
the genlleman n the cpposiie box, he dropl hbim in the crowd, and
requwrned (o Lady Hazard jus¢ as your lordship had gone (o conduct Miss
Shattle (o her cosch. He contéssed ¢hat, (o mgraizate bimsell] he had (old
her ladyship several 1f4lsizes, such as that you my lord had an niim acy
wiath Mzss Spattle, (hat you were then gone home with her, all which we
bave already heard. [n short, fis¢ making bim answer many other
questions, [ gave bim Ais e, and sutféred bim (o leave me, afler be had



projested in the most solemn manner (hat he would never dare (o

mention the name of this lady in fiure upon any account whatever.’

‘Well, my lord, these are the fhcls: now hesr my comments on (hem.
This man 75 not & baroneg, nerther is he upon the point of marrying (his
young lady, nor are they any other than three sharpers, who have in
some way or other a dark plot on the conjugal peace of yowr worthy lady
and yourself! [his St Daniel did draw you aside from your company, and
ntroduced you (o this very Miss Spatfle: with what design 15 another
magter: bul # s very exyraordindry you should be lefl By (his baronel
wih bis mtended wité, thal he might the belter in(roduce himself (o
Lady Hazard —Nor am [ mistaken 4s to the lady, for [ heard & chair
called in her name.’

"You cannot forge my lord that we at that (ime decided (hat she was a
woman of no character. [ remember your saying with greal esrneasiness,
Standtbst, let us not pay Lady Hazard so il & compliment as (o speak (o
a creature of (his stamp;—though she 15 under (he same roof with her.’

"Well, my lord, can 7 be, after what [ bave said, (hat this 15 &4 woman of
bonour? (hat her Brother is & man of (he nicest tfeelings ? and that Sp
Danzel Dogbols 7s on the point of marrdage with (his woman ? No, my lord,
7 75, as [ said, 4 plot against you; however, (hank heaven, srmed wih 4
proper confidence in each other, you may despise #. "

Mr. Standthst bas placed (his ma(ter in Is (rue Lght, said (he lady.
Foze my pazrt, [ am p@%ﬁé]}f a¢ ease, and [ am sure my lord will thank
me for waving 4l absurd delicacy, and coming (o (his decloratin.”

Here several suisble remarks were made, Mr. Standrist was loaded with
thanks, and (he mos¢ pertéct harmony was restored. After (his the lady
retired (o her dressing room, and left the (wo fidands (ogether.

They were no sooner alone (han Lord Hazard began anew (o compliment
ond thank Mr. Stondtsst. That gentleman gssured his patron his thanks
were more (han he dasaved, and indeed he spoke (ruth. [However, no one
upon earth could have bel eved his conduct (o be any other than cordisl
zeal and sincere fidendship; confbrmable (o which appearances, he sqid he



would not leave his lordship (il he had made him 4 firm promise nog (o
se¢e that woman any more, who Ae must now very plainly percerve was &

suborned wreich, (o assis¢ in some vile plot agamnsy 4 domesii peace.

My lord did not hesitate (o make ¢his promise; for he was charmed with
the angel-like conducty of Ais lady, and went so 151 as (o say that, seeing
the malier now in the same lght with the (utor, he 1l himsell 4t ease
with relation (o Sk Danzel Dogboly, as well as the rest. Standtast hearing
this, and bemng told (hay his Aindness should noy go unremembered, went,
with the greatest au of satistyciion (o seek Ais pupil.

As the single artiles in my account with the reader begin again (o be
preqty numerous, [ shall now, for bis satisthciion, add them up, and carry
them over. [0 speak without metaphor, Mr. Standthst please (o unmask.

The preceptor then had, in copjunciion with Viney, concerted (his whole
scheme. [he masquerade, the playhouse, the intarview, and every other
pare of #, was as regularly digesied as the (z2al of 4 felon before he
comes (o the bar 4t the (ld Badey. Mr. Viney had tutored the
gentleman, and Mzs. O Shocknesy had instructed the lady.

Standtysg, bowever, who had contrived the whole plot, was (otally
unknown (o any of (he acfors i 7. s argument with Viney and Mzs.
OShocknesy was, that as they enjoyed (he wimost (hey ever could expect
trom Lord Hazard, they bad no messures (o keep with bim; especially 45
ever so vwlent 4 ruplure could noi deprave erther him of b5y iving, or her
of her annutty. On the contrary, (hat be, Standfbst, might in & moment
lose both his salary and b5 expectations, which were not (zifes. He
theretore stpulated not (o be seen 4t all, but in then pravy council; and
msGrucions were pariralarly given (o the under villains (o be more
cautivus in decerving him than any other of the fomily.

This master stroke could be worthy of no other than Standthst. 1o teach
475 Gools (o look upon bim 45 then enemy, secured bim fiom 41 possibilily
of detection; for he Anew he might laugh &t the resentmenty of Viney,
even if he had any cause (o suspec bim of (reachery: bis own pré Zixz
baing always sufficient (o over(wrn any (bing of (hal Kind wih bis



patron. Nay, noiwihstanding (his mformation, the reader is almost
obliged (o conféss that he 15 mnocent; for his conduct gives the le direct
even (o what [ bave advanced of him. [{ is very (rue that we have seen
bim act the part of a4 disinlerested fidend, we have hesrd him counsel
Lord Hazard ¢o shun that very plot be himself bad laid for bim, and one
would (hink he hbad so fhr succeeded against bimself—if [ may be
allowed the expression—ihat these swindlers i love seem (o be {urned
out of employ: the gentlemen (o hunt other game a¢ the hasard (able, or
perhaps on the humhway, and the lady (o run qppreniices, or gull
Libidinous elders.

[f the reader (hinks thus of Mr. Standtbst, he is not yet half acquainied
with that consummaie fhbracaior of domesiic run. A simple intrigue, and
the common incidentsl (ramn of disquistude ai(tending 1z, would not have
been & lusury mexorable enough for bim. In short, Mr. Standthst, put on
your mask 4gam; for we will not see yvwr naked hesr( (il we are
prepared (o pronounce, by 4 Aknowledge of the specias of destruciion #
mediiates—ihat in the round of human conceplion there IS noi S0
shocking a prece of deformily a5 a4 complete Aypocraie.



2.6. CHAPIER VI.

SEVERAL LETTERS, MORE FPLOT AND INTRIGUE, AND SOME OF
17" FROM A VERY UNEXPECTED QUARIER.

THE day on which this eclozrcissement (ook place was distinguished by
the cheerttlness thatsat on every countenince. Indeed so remarkable was
the prevalent good humour, that Mr. Standthst was heariidy jomed by 4
greal desl of company, who dined 4¢ my lords, when he veniured 4n
opinzon (hat Hazard house bad the only roof in (own (hal could boast of a
couple perféctly elegant and pertécily bappy. [ do no¢ pretend (o assert
that this decloration was (ruth; [ only say (he company then present
allowed 7 (o be so.

My lord would not read & single legter—br many were (hal day brought
Lim—lest 7 should give 4 (inge of dissaiisticiion (hAal might check the
general hilariy. [hey were all ordered (o be laid in the study, and it was
agreed that he snd Standtbst should look (hem over (he next morning.

The whole day bemg like & smooth sea, which looked the more beautiid
1or having been & Litle ruffled, we will glide over 1, 4s (oo uniform for
any striking remarks, and come (o the nexy, whxh was a Liile more
agriated.

As soon a5 breakthst was over, his lordshzp and Standfést, according to
agreement, retuwed (o examine (he leliers. These were seven in number,
and 4s four of them in some degree relage (o (his bistory, [ shall insert
them, (ogether with the remarks of therr exdminers. [ndeed 7f was once
in my head (o have given (his whole history (hrough (Aot vebile, bui [
considered that making my personages retze (o (heu closels before they
disclosed thenr sentiments would have Chrown & Ldgidiy over (he
business; besides the unavoidable necessiy of relaling every thing (wo or
three (1mes over, and always parzally. Besidas [ may miroduce some
charsciers who cannot wrdle, and others who will not. Mr. Stondfbst, 1oz
instance, would not have been possessed of half the cunning [ have given



bim 1 any thing could have mduced him (o disclose his senliments upon
paper:.

Upon reflection, therefore, [ was detamined nof (o follow & method,
bowever fashinable, by which [ mus¢ have made villains confide (hew
vces, and young ladias ther wishes—which, i they 1El delirately, theay
would find difdcalf (o espress at all, much less in 4 letter—io then
confidants and clerks of the roads.

ALl such maiters considered, [ have lefi these penny-posi men Iin
brography (o themselves, contenied (o jogq on an old road, where whai the
prospects wanig of (zmmming and regulation, will, [ (rust, be made up in
sumple and natural laxwrance. But (o the le(ters under examinilion.

LETTER /.
10 THE RIGHT HON. LORD HAZARD.
MY LORD,

The letter [ now send you 5 accompanted by one from your son, who Is
determined (o chuse & gusrdign—beang eighteen years of ge—unlass

you intend (o do him more jusiice.

You bave wrahdrawn your proteciion fiom him, in favour of your darling
Charles, whom the vicuous Mr. Standfist 75 (raming i the paths of

honour.

[ shall forbear (o reflect on either bim, you, your lady, or ber offipring: 7
s enough that [ Anow you sl [ only ask a¢ preseni—which will
determine (o whom my son shall look in fature 45 a protector—Aal you
will make over (o me that par( of the estate i Warwickshive which
mcludes the mansion, and the farm conliguous (o #; in which c4se
nerther Leokiel nor [ shall be fiuther (roublesome (o you: but contentedly
make bis (wo bundred 4 year and my three serve us (il (hat happy



moment when I shall please r5(¢ (o unile yowr lordly bones (o the skins
of your ancesgors.

[ am, &c. GERIRUDE OSHOCKNESY:

Standtyst baving thanked the lady for her glance at him, and my lord
baving laughed hearidly 4t the good natured reflection on A extraciion,
m the latler part of the letter, they passed on (o the nexy, which
contamed what 1ollows.

LETTER I7.
70 THE RIGHT HON. LORD HAZARD.
MY LORD AND FATHER,

For so [ beleve you are; a4t leasy you could not prove (o the con(rary, and
thatls enough for me (o Kknow [ shall imbersl in spight of my brother
Charles. But, however, a5 [ don 't want (o be undutittl, [ shall only (ell
you this: [ am sick of Fton; [d rather follow a pack of hounds; and so
dye see [ have desired mother (o make you & proposial concerming
Warwickshire. [f so be you like (o agree (o i, iis very well: i not, [ am
determined (o look out for &4 guardisan; bemng now, as 4 body may say,
pre(ly 1oy gone {owards years of djscretion. So [ remain

Your dutifid son, And servant (o commaond, RUST!

‘What could a guardian doo? said my lord.— <~ Fhith  be very
(roublesome, ’ replied Standthst. These estates i (ail, wiathout 227h¢ of
waste, are, of all legal nicetas, the best morsel for 4 Liggious stomach. As
(o what the lady and her son wany, your lordship Anows besy whether #
s worth contending for; but [ think [ would not be bullied out of any
thing.”



‘Well, we will consider what 75 (o be done, ' said his lordshzpy; in (he
mean (ime let us (o the next.” So saying, he cpened snother lefter, which
came by the post, and was writen by Sk Sidney Koebuck. [hese were
the contents.

LETTER /17.
70 THE RIGHT HON. LORD HAZARD.
MY LORD,

[ take the liber(y (o wrile (o you concerning your village of Liftle
Hockley, which, since the absence of your lordship, and the death of
Major Malplogues, bas z95en (o such matwaly in singulaor snd enormous
vice as [ sincerely hope cannoy be paralleled.

[ bave been obliged (o be ai the pains of exerting myself very s(renuously
m my capacky of magisirate, but smugyglers, marduders, and other
lawless characiers, for whom (his vile place 75 become 4 remarkable
asylum, qre dificali o deal with. My fis¢ ides was, o conjunciion wih
the members for the counly, (o beg (he in{erférence of parlisment; but,
concerving (hat much delizacy was due (o your lordship in (his business, [
beg previously (o consulf you.

It you will (reat for the village, or, should (hat be incompatible with (he
conditions of your mberdiance, i you will lease 7 (o me, perbaps [ may be
able (o bring qbout & refbrmaiion.

[ have no douby bui your lordship will reprre in forwarding &4 work so
dear (o the interest of humanily, and should be happy (o recerve yowr
tmmediate answer, as [ wish (o make some arrangements ai Castlewick,
agreeable (o the resulf of (his applicatin, before [ attend my duly a¢ the
bouse, when [ shall bave the honour (o call on your lordship, with & view
{o a finther contérence on (hzs subect.



[ am, My Lord, Your Lordships Mos¢ obedient Servant, S W.
ROEBUCK.

Lord Hazard, as [ formerly mentioned, recerved bis rents regulorly fom
b5 steward, and therefore did nof dresm of (he enormilzes carried on 4
Ligtle Hockley. He now fhs¢ reflocted that these seeds of vice he had
bimsell’ sown; and as wickedness, ke weeds, Jourishes best where (here
are no wholesome plants (o mmlerrupl 1(s growtih, he essily percerved and
78l the (ruth of S Stineyls relation; and, therefire, determined (o
acquaint him that he was as wel disposed as himself’ (o pertéct so
destrable sn undertaking, and (Aot he should be glad (o see bim 1oz (hay

Parpose.

After examining another letter or (wo, they came (o the following one.

LETTER I'V:
70 THE RIGHT HON. LORD HAZARD.
MY LORD,

As you have thought proper (o (ake no notize of what passed the other
evening, when [ bad the hbonour of calling your lordship scoundrel, [
suppose you acquissce in (he jusiice of the (ermn:—/ shall (herefore, in
Ligare, speak of you 4s of a4 wrelch deseving prly, and though a lord,
beneath the notice of 4 genileman.

[ am, &c. PETER SNVAFFLE.

b, said my lord, this 75 (oo shocking (o pass. [ mus¢ break (he fellows
bones.”

Rather get a charman (o do 7, ' sazd Standtyst. [id not you waif at¢ the
rascalls house (wo hours? Where was he all that (zme? No, no, they think



you begin (o smell the maiier oul, and so are grown desperaie. Does not
all this contirm my suspicions?”

Bug s¢l, said my lord, there 15 something cursedly unpleasant in
latting such & scoundrel go on with impunily. [ am determined,’

continued ke, fo give him manuel chastisement whereever [ meet bim.”

Wot at all,’ criod Stondfast, (i he has escablished his credentisls (o

124

dispute & poin{ of honour with your lordship.” “Wel, well, perbaps you
are z97h¢, " sazd my lord, you generally see (hings very propedy. Let us

talk no more of the damned fellow; he has set my blood in & férment.”

The conversation was interrupted by & note from [ngog, in the ciy, with
whom—as the reader formerly heard fiom Mr. Standtbst—Lord Hazard
sometimes banked. The letter was concerning the (ranstér of some stock,
and other business, on which he required (o see his lordship at an early
opporiuntly; and my lord, 4s he was anzxwus (0 advise wih counsel whay
was best to be done with Mzs. O Shocknesy and her son, thought he could
not (ake a properer (ume than the present.

As bis lordship went alone ingo the cily, he bad lejsure (o revolve in Ais
mind the varmus business of the day, and in parrular the subject of the
legter fhom Spatfle, which he did no¢ enter info much befére Mr:
Standtbst: Enowing that an inclinatin (o indulge his féelings would meet
with every possible opposiion from that carefil fidend.

At the same time, however, that he gave Standfist credit for t(he
goodness of Ais mn{entions, he could noi help thinking the conjeciures of
that gentleman rather prescient than wise, carefid than certain. What
was all this mighty business? Why truly a hot-headed tellow bad insulted
bim wih greal acrimony, and wrrlen (o bim WAL greal imper(inence.

What were Standfbsts ideas of (his matter? That a plog was lazd (o
dis¢urb bis domestic repose. [n (ruth if appesred so by the assauli on Bis
lady, and looked something like 7 by the templing opporjunity (hat had
been given bim of sddressing & very beautiid woman. Well, # was so
perhaps: m that case the proper check had been given (o the fist; and,

as o the latler, he could see no rumous consequences (hay would ensue,



even were (hey (o carry (herr scheme mnfo execution. [e could not be
drawn o 4 marraage, and Cherefore an in{rigue was the worst (Aal
could be apprehended. Ihis 7t was bis business (o avoid; and he certainly
should do so: but was this any reason why he mus¢ pul up wih 4 most
provoking and mmpudent affont? No, no; he must beg leave (o undersiand
the etiquette of bis own bonour as well as Mr. Standtyst. He was no
school boy, and therefore (ook (he Iber(y (o disseny from (he necessiy of
having his aclions elernally mspected; and as (o the affron(, which he
netther could nor would brook, a4 proper (zme should cerqainly be (aken (o

resent 7.

Lord Hazard bad now arrsved (o (hat very piich where Standtyst wished
to conduct bim. The (utor knew (Ba no longer (o conlide in bim was the
only way (o keep him safé fiom sl consequences. e wazied with
malictous Joy 1or the moment when the patron would voluniardly exclaim,
Ch that [ had taken thy advice! Ob that (hy salutary counsel had been
tollowed’—and [ say (o the reader, woe be (o Lord Hazard if ever (he
moment should qrzive when such an exclamaiin shall be necessary. Bug
at present let us change the scene.

In the cowrse of his lordshipls business wih Mr. Ingot, & lady passed
through t(he room, whom he remarked spoke nothing bui [rench; for
there were (wo gentlemen with her, one of whom told Mz [zzgot, m very
broken Fnglish, that the lady wished him & good morning.

Aster they were gone, ﬁzgat (old my lord that there was something
sipgular o the ladyls story, which hbad been so inlerwoven wih 4
business concarning money he had been recommended (o (ransact for her;
that he could not but be perfectly acquamied with 1.

My lord, who bad never any improper curiosiy, seemed very indiférent
about hearmng #; saying there were 14mily maiiers i I noi proper (o be
Zivulged.

[zzgoc‘ assared my lord thay was nol the case ay al; on the conlrary, he
should (el 7z (o every  one he Anew; because # placed in 4 more glaring
pomnt of view the scandslous (raffic and shamefid selling snd buying of



consciences among (he papists (4 sect 1f seems for which Mr. Ingot had 4
grear iavetaracy) than any instance that had ever come within Ay
Lnowledge.

My Lord smiled, and Mr. Ingot continued.— “This lady, when she was
very young, Aaving unfbriuniiely an in(rigue with 4 stranger her rither
had & greaq gversmion (o, she was secluded in 4 conveny, bui whai conveny
her lover never could lesrn. Affer some (ime, bemg persusaded by her
Litends (hat her enamorato had played her 1olse, she was prevailed on (o
take the ved, and shug berself up, a5 every one (hought, for ever.’

About 4 year and 4 balf ago her father disd in Fnglond, having long
repented of his daughters il (reatment, snd made & will, leaving her bis
whole fortune, all vested in the Fnglsh funds. Mind the condifions: (o be
spent in France, Aalf for her own use, and Aalf in prous  donations —
provided & dispensation of her vow could be oblained. bul, in detbuli of
this, (o go to Fnglish chardiies.’

Here was manitest the cunning of the [Frenchman. He thought, and
22g40Ly (oo, the pous donatons in [France would procure mierest enough (o
obtain the dispensatin of her vow. Ay, ay, the Fope shall make 4
bargain with any Jew in Dakes—place.’

The dispensation was obtained, with (his single proviso—which indeed
grasped ai the whole foriune—ihat she should Iive pensioner m (he same
conventy, with Lber(y (o go out when she pleased.’

"These terms the lady accepted, and giving securdly for her return, she
was permifted (o come (o Fngland, in company with & person depuied by
the convent, (o srrange her father)s atthirs. [his she has now done, and,
in 4 week or ten days will re¢urn (o [rance.”

An  extraordinary business indeed,’ said Lord Hazard.” “Yes, yes,’
replied Ingot, with great archness; the church of Kome never rails (o
stregch s prerogaiive when inierest is in the case. [How Aappy are we
who live under the three estates and the protestant religion?”



Spoken as a cizzen should speak;’ said my lord. Foor lady, [ dare say
she repices at her ascape fhom capirvily. Whai does she think of
Lingland?”

b she Anows nobody here,’ cried [ngot. Fxcept one gentleman, she has
no¢ engquired for 4 sipgle creature. How she came (o Anow bim Is 4
mystery (o me. [t 35 St Sidney Roebuck. [ bave promised (o find bhim out
Lor ber i he be in town.” “Then [ can tell you, Mr. [ngot, (hat be 75 not,’
answered my lord. 1 recerved 4 leiter fhom bim (his very morning,
which induces me (o thmk 7 will be 4 fortnight 1inst; as he only (alks of
coming up by the meeting of parlisment.” “Well, wel, she will no¢ see
bim then, ' cried [ngof:—t 15 no great maiier [ suppose.”

Here the conversation drew (o an end: the lord (esiiVing greal pleasure
a¢ the ladys emancipation from confinement, snd the cizzen reprobaling
the f0lly of immwang healihy young gids, who oughi (o incresse (hex
speczes, and produce soldwers and sadors, and thanking his stars that he
did noy Iive under the mnfluence of an [{alian praest, no¢ Lall so good &
crzzen 45 bimselfl 4 fellow who, because he wore & (zaple crown, could
2045t and barbecue any of his peaceable subjects whenever he pleased, the
begter (o contiscale then forjunes.



2.7. CHAPIER VII.

THE IAST SUBJECT FOLLOWED UP—A LETTER FROM FMMA,
AND OTHER IMPORTANT MATTER.

THAT very afternoon Lord Haszard wrote an answer (o St Sidneys
lotter, the recempy of which gave the baronel such satisiyction, (hAay i
hastened his jowrney (o {own, where m a féw days he arraved; 1or 48
concerns were always in so regular a sitale, that he could ay any (umne
leave them with very shor( preparacion: snd Lady Koebuck, who was of
all women Lving the properesi wile for such & man, never requued much
warning (o 10llow him (hrough 4l his duties; for such he concerved every
one of Ais pursuis. [¢ was & dugy (o discharge sl (rusis, (o answer U
lettears, (o retarn 4l visds: but then he (ook care (o under(ake nothing
but what he could convenien(ly do, (o recerve no VISKS bul from those he
liked, and (o rgrect all unnecessary or mmperiimnent correspondents. It was
also with hLuin 4 duly (o be merry, and (o make others so; and he could
with equal esse—ay, and withoul any devia(ion from Ay asirious
extraciion, which [ have already said he was pregly proud of —walk &
mimuel with & duchess, on a buth-night, or crack 4 facetius jes¢ with a
cobler. He might be (armed an elegant oddiy; and (o bis peculisziizas, 1or
they were all amigble, did his lady accommodate hersell

Betbre they set out it was sgreed to leave the thnhttd Fmma with Liftle
Annette, who had nearly reached her fourteenth year, and was grown 4
most  beautitdl young creature. Lady Koebuck Iloved her with 4an
mteresting  and Ively (enderness. She had watched her growing
partéciions with a¢ leas¢ maternal care; for had she been (wenly (imes
ber own daughter, she could not have paid more ailentin (o her
education, or 1&lf more pleasure ai those dawning accomplishments wih
which she promised (o be remarkably gitled.

Fmmes said she bad perused her Litle mind with profound aiiention, and
though she was no finther than the miroduciin, 1 was prefyced with 4
promise of such delighifil maiier 45 could not 191 (o charm the hearis of



all readers. She could discern (hat (he subject was interesting, the moral
mstrucizve, and (Aat goodness and vaiue were strongly inculcaied in
every page.

Annette and Fmms then, and the whole village of Castlewick were leff
under the care of the guod Mildman, who had not sutfered at¢ al in (he
opinton of Sk Sidney, for having been (urned info & scarecrow for the
amusement of the Hockleyries.

St Sidney and his lady arvived in (own, at the perivd sbove mentined;
and 4 card was almost stanily dispaiched (o Lord Hazard, purporiing
that the baronel imnlended (o pay him & visil in 4 day or (wo, (o (alk over
the business of Lifcle Hockley.

The peer and t(he baronel soon came (o an eligible sgreement; and 4s
leases and (#le deeds were obliged (o be consulied in greal plenty, during
the course of (his negociation, 4 sor¢ of cordialiy grew between the lassor
and lassee. St Sidney acknowledged there was great foimess and
candour in the conducy of the peer, and rfacetiously remarked he was glad
¢o see so good an understanding between the upper and lower house. As ¢o
my lord, he looked up (o Sk Sidney 4s 4 being of 4 superir Kind, and
while he peneirated his amiable and benignant views, Ais only wonder
was that every man of ample possessions did not do the same, smce his
reward was so certain and S0 Immense.

The ladies, who [ have more (han once remarked were (o (hew husbands
what an echo 15 (o the vore, hLad also commenced something more (han
an acquainiance; which both the husbands sirongly recommended. Indeed
this intimacy had well nigh brought sbout & breach of the bargain
begween Lord Hazard and S Sidney; for the latter had proposed (o the
pear: (o wave signing the wrdings, and (ake wpon bimself the
arrangements of Liftle [Hockley. However, whether my lord r&lf the
superiorsly of Sk Stdneys qualifications for such an undertaking,
whether he thought # ridlicalous (o expect & harvest of vitue where he
had only planied vice; whatever i short was the molzve, he agreed only
(o refwrn (o Warwickshire with S Sidney, and give him possession of



4is bargam, by which means the famillas would pass some months i the
soctety of each other.

Fiven this was some acquisiiion, and St Sidney, in hopes of enticing his
lordship (o follow bis example, eagerly catched at the proposal. Schemes
of plessure (o be executed in the following spring and summer engrossed
much of therr conversaiion. Besides, Lady Hazard was with child, and i
was thought the country would be likely (o restore her strength, afier she
should have lain in; for she was i general very il upon (hose occasins,
and had never since Charles had a child—rthough she had borne in all
1our—1hay did not, affer s buth, pine away, and a¢ length di.

Hlessures were also chalked out for Charles and Annefte, who was
understood (o be S Sidneys daughter by & former marrdage, but that
her mother ded abroad; and the baronel did noy spare (o At (hal an
union between the prince and prancess of the (wo zval villages might
perhaps cement the general amnesty between all par(ies.

It will be easily seen that Standfist felf awkward in this socisty. He (oo
wel Enew Lady Koebucks prudence, (o suppose (hat she bad scqusinted
St Sidney with any of his (ricks, and 4s there seemed no coolneéss on the
parg of the baronel, these conjeciures were confirmed. lhus, supposing the
business would be concluded in & short (zme between bis patron and St
Sidney, he was so fhr perfécily at ease; but when he found the ladiss
wezre (o be consulted, he (rembled for the conmsequence. How to act?
Stuppose he (r7ed (o prevent ther meeting? but that was dangerous and
ditticaly. He once thought of binting 4¢ &4 distance that something bad
actually passed between him and the lady, which, i credijed, would
account for sny rancour in her; bug, upon maturer refleciion, any of (hese
would be (o deser his own grand prancgple, which was, (o be always
prepared with expedients, bui never (o use (hem excepl in cases of
emergency. [ would be enough (o defénd himself when hbe should be
attacked;, and al things considered, sice the lady had evidently kept the
grand poin¢ & secret from Si Stdney, I was possible, (hough barely so,

that she would not (a(ile (o any one else: yer (ha¢ cursed rémale vaniy——
In short, the gentlemans combay with bimself continued & considerable
while, (il 4t length the resulf was that he should make an excuse (o go



out of fown for & month, snd By (hal means gather from Lord Hazords
letters what was going forward. Besides be bad another resson 1or (aking
this resolutwn—indeed he had several reasons—which will m due (ime
appear (o the reader:—so, having mmparied his mieniwn (o my lord, and
gt permission for Charles (o accompany him, the (ufor and the pupd set
out 1or the west of Eﬂg]&ﬂd where business of a particular nature
demanded thewr presence.

Thus, most of the arrangements before related passed in the absence of
Standtys¢ and Charles, whom, as ther esxcursion has something
remarkable in 1, we will joan: after [ have related 4 maiier (hat
cursordly passed between the (wo ladies.

They were talking of Annette, and Lady Sidney, who was by no means
ashamed of contéssing so much of the (ruth as saved the honour of Miss
Le Clerc, mentined the matter exactly as it happened, simply with (he
addition of thewr beng privately marrted. ‘But, said Lady Hazard, 4re
you sure (hat the mother is dead?’ ‘Sure! said Lady Koebuck, what
doubt can there be of (hat? Besides, at any rqle, she 18 dead (o (he
world. " Perbaps not,’ said the other lady. Good God, have you any
reason for what you say?" crisd Lady Roebuck. Lady Hazard here made
a very sertous apology for her imprudence, saying, the greal similariy
batween the story she had hesrd fiom her ladyship, and one recently (old
ber by my lord, had struck hber so forcibly, (hat she had unwaridy
betrayed hersell into (hose unguisrded expressins.

Th3s redoubled Lady Koebuckls snxisty, and she entreated, in the most
earnest manner, (o know what all (his mystery meant. WNay, said Lady
Hazard, i 7 be as [ copjeciure, # mus¢ be known, for the lidy is
determined (o see Sk Sidney beftre she leaves Fngland.” “Who?—whag
lady P —criod her fidend, for heavenls sake Kep me no longer in
suspence. "

Lady Hazard, seeing she had advanced so fhr, made no scruple of
relating the whole story, as Ingo¢ (old 7 (o my lord, from 1#s¢ (o 14st.
When she bad finished, Lady Rocbuck asked the name of the lady, which



ber fidend contéssed she did not know, buf said (hat # would be very
easy to satisty themselves by sending (o Mz [ngot.

This was scarcely agreed on before Lady Koebuck recerved a lefter from
ber handmaid Fmma, which the reader shall bave in her own words.

70 LADY ROEBUCK.

MADAM,

YOU would no¢ bave beard from me so soon again, but for & circumsi{ance
which wesrs so much (he g of & romance, that, had 7 not been well
certitted, [ could not Aave belioved if:—obul

Dark and mysteraous are the ways of providence,
Fuzsled with mazes, and perplexed wih errors,’

As says my and Mzr. VOLTAIRE s favourdte Cato.—A lady called here
who cried over Miss Annette, and bas left & crucifis and several poprish

relics, whih [ cannol say pleased me, for [ have bated the Koman

catholics ever since [ read the account of the massacre of the Hugunots,

upon (he feast of S¢. Bartholomew. As (o the boly war, some of the Aings
of Fnglond were concerned in that, and therefore [ shall not be so
wanting in loyally as (o mentin #f; else [ could & (ale untdld —But (o
retun (o the lady. lhere were (wo French gentlemen with her, one of
whom, in very bad broken Finglish, (old me that he belisved she had an

1mpor(ant commission (o executs, bul he did not know the purpor? of 7. [
wish [ had understood French, [ would have made her all her pilgrimage
relate, 4s 15Ihlally as thello did his. After she was gone, which was not
il the gentleman had Kissed both my cheeks, [ questioned Miss
concerning therr conversalion, and she mformed me (hay the lady was
that very same she used to call Mammas Le Clerc in the convent. [he
Jewels she has left are for S Sidney, and as she bad not the pleasure of
seatng him, she did not (hink proper (o leave a packet of papers, bui sqid
she would endesvour (o find bim in (own, and there deliver #f (o him.

Lord, my dear lady, what can be the meaning of all (his? Miss Annette
was so confused and (errified, and indeed she did not undersitond hber



very well, for they spoke 7 seems a diférent sor¢ of [French, our young
lady having polished hers, and (hat of the stranger bemng & gvod deal
provincisl: but, as [ said, dear Misss confision—ithough very learned
wrdlers have doubied whether t(his admils of a genelive case, and
therefore, 45 [ am proud (o yreld (o greal authoriiss, 4 ought to say the
contiysion of Miss—was so great, that she had not the courage (o ask
many questions; so [ entreated her o go back and speak (o the [french
lady again, who appeared greally swrprgsed (o find that St Sidney was
married, and when Mzss Annette, at my desire, asked it she was ber
mother, she replied (hat your ladyship was now the only mother (o whom
she owed any duly, that she hoped you would (reai her Aindly, and that
Miiss would repay you with graiiiude.

My sweet Litle charge 15 very well, and comes on swprgsingly. [
entreated her nof (o wrife on (his subrect (il [ bad your advice. Her
letter could not avoid (5lling into Sk Sidneys hands. [his will seem only
{o concern household 4174zrs, and, 45 the poel says,

Fiscape the scythe by being low.’

[ bate 4 folsity, bug, wihhout & Litle laudable decerf, bow can we guard
against the evils of lie?—Minerva thought duplicily so necessary in the
conducy of her thvowrdte Ulysses, (hatshe condescended (o (each bim (hat
herotr qualiy herselt!

[ beg to Anow, my worthy lady, bow [ am (o ac¢ in (his affhr, and be
assured, in respect of all the requisife feminine virtues, no Fimma—om
Privrls nut-brown maid (o Fmma Corbet, can have & more extensive and

proper sense than
Your very bumble, And mast gratefi bandmaid, FEMMA DISTICH.

This legter seemed (o clear up the whole business, and 7 being upon
engquiry found (hat the name of (he lady bis lordship saw at Mr. [ogotls
bouse was Le Clerc, Lady Koebuck did not ballance & moment in her
mind, 45 (o the probabiliy of her being (he mother of Annette.



In this exigence she consulied Lady Hazard on what conduct she ought (o
pursue, who being, 45 we have seen, no fitend (o duplicily, though even of
that laudable kind recommended by Fmma, advised her, without delay, (o
wform St Sidney of the whole (ruth, (ellng hber she had wonderttlly
well succeeded with her lord by the same mode of experiment wilhin the
145t £or(nghT.

Th3s brought forward (he story of Miss Spattle, which the reader has
seen so fally mvesiigated, and which not being (old without the higheast
encomiums on Mr. Standféstls attachment and integrily, and an
mibrmation (hat his lordship had seliled an addizonal snnuily on him,
Lady Kvebuck (estifed (he greatest surprise, which Lady Hazard
pearcerving, said, you may wel shudder a¢ the worlds villany. [ wish [
could prevad with my lord (o embrace St Sz’a’zzqy’[s* offer, that [ mighi

Live always with you in relzement.

Lady Koebuck, whose shudderings had been at hearing of Standtasts
great mfluence i the family, was upon the pom( of saying something
which might have led (o an investigation of Ay conduct, no{ very
tovourable (o that gentleman; but tinding Lady Hazard had given her
surprase another motive, she contented herself for the present with 15ling
i with that ladys copjectures, and simply remarking that indeed the
expectations of villains were so inadequate (o the pains they (ook, and the
2983ks they run, (hal she wondered men became hnaves (o be infhmous,
when, by only being honest, they might be Aappy-



2.8. CHAPTER VIII.

THE HERO CLEARED A LITTTE FROM THE COBWEBS OF THE
LIBRARY:

[ MARFE no scruple to conféss that my leaving (he business of Miss Le
Clerc and the possibilily of Standtysts detection in such & state of
uncertamly as they appeared (o be ai the end of the las¢ chapler, 75
(aking 4 Lber(y with (he reader, and, whai is worse, with the ladies. Bug
the consideration of having so long forborne (o miroduce my hero, who, by
the way, would be the last (o excuse me 1o being guilly of the smallest
meillly (o the 14z sex, has got the belter of all others: —1or indeed the
cracumsiances in thrs Aistory are so varbus, and folow in such quick
successton, that really i [ do nof use some espediion (o bring bim
torward, I mighi a5 well have no hero a¢ all. Jusi so for however [ have
nothing to reprogch myself’ with; 1or, though hitherto he has said very
Zitle, [ can assure the reader he bas thought a great deal. 1o what
purpose will hereafter appesr. A¢ present [ sball proceed (o the
exammation of his good and bad qualijzes, & portion of each —ior [ am
atigid there 78 nothing perféct in t(his world—he certamnly had, and
hbaving cleared away the shores, and made every other proper
preparation—iror we may well give hbim 1o play—tandy launch bim on
the ocean of Life, where we shall se¢ bim steming many adverse gales of
Lfortune, 1 which #f will be dificull (o determine whether most (0 admire
45 distrass or Ais foririude.

[ cerqainly had some apprebensins (hat having sutféred & fowth part of
this work (o pass wihoul approaching (o such 4 necessary business, (he

reader might perbaps be given (o imagine that [ called Charles Hazard
the hero out of facetiousness, and merely by mférence and deduciin, and
S0 use bim 4s a painier dogs g4 layman, which stands i al the aiinudes,

bears the helmey, drgpery, or poll parrot of the herv or hervineg and yet,

though he play this respectable par¢, is never Aknown personally (o the
Spectarors.



75 say the (ruth, [ have offen been wickedly inclined (o wish that many
beroes [ have met wiah in my hfé had been so dealf wih, and if is not
1mpossible but some of my resders may retory the cowr(esy; for # so
happens that partrcular people find in  these said herves pariicular
qualiizas, which generally being advenirious, # 18 Ly (o one i’ & hero-
maker thinks of them, and, in the absence of thease qualiiies, though the
gentleman should be possessed of ever so long a catalogue of real and
pamanent vuvues, he sinks (o & noneniny, in the cpinion of such craics,
because he doas not happen (o be enlivened with ther favowrdle animaling
prancaple.

[ cannot give a stronger instance of whai [ Aave advanced (han by
producing the names of (wo of the greatest men in thewr way thai ever
Lved:—1 mean ALLXANDER of Macedon the great warrir, and
ALEXANDER of Iwickenbam the great poet.

ALEXANDER the waredor would not have given three—pence 1or all the
nogsy applause and bellowmng acclamations of the largest populace (hat
ever assembled, i they hbad not baded hbim son of Juphers and
ALEXANDER the poet—according (o Dr. JOHNSON—continually made
Limself wretched las¢ the world should fhncy bim (o be the son of nobody;

yer [ appeal ¢o any one if the Lghiing hero had been the offSpring of &
beggar, and the wriling hero the hew of 4 King, whether one would have
cuat throals, or the other %p@a’ numbers” in greater perfeciion. Nezther
of thase could congquer Ais 1yvowrdle 10ible, which #f 18 admirable o
remark proceeded in the warrdor fiom hope, and in the poet fiom 1641

7555 imaginary honour in one, snd blog i the other, nothing could effyce;

Lor vainly did ALEXANDERs mother ridicale (he preposterous (oly of
ber son, saying, ‘hush, bush, my dear boy, you don( consider you are
bringing me into & scrépe, 1or if you (4lk so loud sboul being (he son of
Juptter, you will make Juno angry with me:—and equally unsuccesstil
were the efforts of FPOFFES fdends, who 7t is said (old Aim 1 was
radiculous (o lament (hat he was (he son of 4 (radesman, when (he father
of BSCHINES, the Socratic philosopher, was but & sausage-maker:

A bundred instances may be adduced, parbaps a thousand, (o prove upon
what cobweb qualiiias the very essence of 4 herv offen depends; bui none



[ beliove can be found sironger than those [ have given. Let us (hen
seitle the dispute in this way: Let all maters relative (o Charles Hazard,
which qre (otally dependani wupon chance, be considered 4s out of Ais
power (o alfer or amend, and 4l qualiizas, good, bad, or indiférent, which
gre the resulf of his sertous reflections, be undersiood 4s his acl and deed,
and censured or praised accordingly.

Charles had been leff from hizs nfhncy in the quist and unwearded
parsuatl of every useftd and elegant accomplishment. AL these advantages
had been procured for him 4y home, under 4 (utor who certainly had
some (4ste, and a father who had more; both of whom were pertécily well
satstiod with Ais progress. [as ardour had been so unremif(ing, (Aal
patéction, by the help of parseverence, seemed (o be within his reach. [
theretbre lefl bim (o bimself] for why should [ interrupt bim in (he midsy
of so laudable & carcer?—especially when (hose very advantages are good

recommendaions (o (he reader.

Having untied bim, bowever, & Litle from bis mother)s spron sizings, [
shall now 1ondy (rus¢ bim (o the bent of his mnclination: —and (his Lor
several good reqsons:—one 1S, (A4l my veraciy 4s 4 historidn obliges me
to 1, for Standthst declared (o Viney, before he set out—tins¢ indeed
gIving him some other ms(ruclions—he should (ry whal melile the
youngster was made of!

Charles was at this time something more than seventeen, so (hat be (ook
the field young, 4s did his namesake of Sweden. He was not, bowever, at
all ke that great man in any respecy, except mndeed (hat no Charles the
Tweltth upon earth could be &4 more rigid observer of his word; for, as (he
Swedjsh Charles could never be perswaded by any body, the Fnglish
Charles placed an implicsi 1foith in every body, and 4s the fghiing hero
Lated the stght of & woman, the scieniiic hero was chirmed with every

woman hAe Saw.

Charles—tor there 75 no biding #—was very amorous, and very
credulous. s credulily, bowever, was not of ¢that kind begot by adulation
upon impudence; he was (oo modest (o be vam; bul when 4 plausible
appesl was made (o the sofiness of his manners, the strength of Ais



sensibilily, or the excellence of his heart, his expanded soul chergshed the
Lction because 7 wore the garb of (ruth; therefore, in him, credulily was
a vatue: and yei vatue would be in much less repute than 7 is—Lor
which there is litle necessily—if’ 7 mel with no better reward. s
propensily (o the soffer passions were, though so young, of 4 pre((y r0bust
bind, 1or he bad already aftacked, and (hat very briskly, 1ot Betty, who,
by force of armys, or rather £s(s, defénded her virtue. Nor was he less
solzezious with Lady Hazards woman, before whom, sbout & week previous
fo b1y jowrney, Ahis rfather found him on Ais Anees, which accident
produced the 1ollowing shory leciure.

My lord hbaving pre((y well shamed him, said— ‘Charles, [ am glad to
see this grace in you; [ never befbre spoke (o you with the harshness of 4
thther; hithearto you have bad nothing from me bul the mildness of (hat
character. [ am scarcely sorzy for whai has bappened, because # gives
me an cpporjunily of spesking on & subject which [ could noi otherwise so
well bave in{roduced.— You have beard of my excesses in my youth; they
bave cost¢ me reflections bi(erer than [ would wish my worst¢ enemy. [
am not bur¢ a¢ seeing you suscepiible, nor do I expect, as you grow wup, (o
keegp you eniirely coniineny. You are informed, your opinions are decided
ones, and you bave an understanding fir beyond your years, or [ should
not be so explicst. You have conférred on me one great blessing, which [
Lnow you will never deprive me of! [ mean & fonhtfal observance of your
word wpon 4l occasins. [t upon consuliing your heart, you can (ruly
make me the promise [ am going (o ask of you, these are the las¢ words
you shall ever hesr fhom me on (his subject. [ would natarally
recommend (o you (o t(hink of no idle amours; bui perhaps that is
zmpossible: i 7 should be so, chuse some other place than yowr fathers
hbouse: lot me know nothing of 7. [ should pily snd perbaps forgive the
f#ailizas of my son, but [ should shudder a¢ being bis confidant.’

“The promise [ exact fiom you 75 (o combay your inclinatins upon il
occaswons, but (o subdue them absolutely and enlzely when they lempt
you (o the seduciin of 4 wité or daughter, or any way (end (o disturb
domesiic bappiness.”



My dear fhther,” criod Charles, throwing himself on his Anees, and
taking Lord Hazards band, 7 promise you your advice shall be engraven
on my heart, snd so may [ prosper as [ keep or reject 7. "

Vinough, ' said Lord Hazard, 2bundantly enough; [ know you will ke

iz 4 iz L 4
your word, and therefore nothing can pass between you snd I upon (his
subject sgain.”

Lotbles our hero certainly had in plenty, but he had also many excellent
qualiies. Indeed they will be well exercised in t(he course of (his work,
101¢ though no t(emper was ever more (z96d, or mind more worked upon,
yet [ defy any one (o detect bim in the commission of eiber an

ungenerous or 4 dishonourable aciion.

This in common berves 75 nothing, for being made up en{irely of sterling
vaiiues, wihhout alloy, what wonder i they come oul of the fire of
temptation pure and undeminished?—obut for an elegant, handsome, fine
young fellow, unsuspeciing, mespertenced, sensible, accomplyshed, born (o
captivate and be capiivated —ror such 4 one nefther (o (wn out 4 puppy
nor 4 Anave, is 4n insiance (Aal dogs no{ every day aiirac¢ our

admraiion.

But [ bave often beld—and many will 4gree with me—7hal 75 75 45 €asy
(o do 2274¢ 45 wrong, and in my hero (his (ruth s dlusirated; 1or know
reader; (A3 young genlleman preserved his honour, nay perbaps his e,
by a strxc adherence (o one ruling principle, which, beimng so younyg, # 18
sipgularly admirable be should set down for bimself! It was (his: never (o
promise whay was improper (o pertorm, bui having made 4 promise never
(o bresk it



2.9. CHAPIER IX.

ABOTT BONDLING AND OTHER AMCROUS MATTERS.

STANDFAST s journey into the coun{ry was (o (he bouse of a4 young
dergyman, (o whom he was patron. Kead 7f ye greal, and conféss your
insigniicance. Your dependanis have then bangers on; your very (odd-
eaters bave ther (ools: nay, sometimes, you are thewr (ools yourselves. [as
not  your steward Ahis carridge, A4is countrys house, Ais hounds, A4is
partradge mews, and his doxey? and do no¢ you pay for 7 Nay he s, in
point of cerainty, so much betler off than you, thay, were you (o be
rumned, and even through A mismanigement, he could behold the wreck
from the shore, and get comfOr(ably (o a retreal which your bounly
provided for him.

7h3s young cdlergyman, whose name was [iggins, was ordginally 4
Bridewell boy. Standfbst¢ (ook a great fhncy (o him one evening, as he
stynalized himselt on & reporcing night. The peculisr address with which
he broke the windows of such as would not pui oul lLghts, and threw
sSquibs into coaches (o fdghten ladies, and burn then cloaths, evinced
such a proneness (o mischief] (Aat Standthst £8I¢ & congenial warmih, and
immediately determined (o select (his youth as a & ins(rument, in (me,
101 nobler daring.

It was necessary, however, t(hat he should add (o this unluckiness and
audaciy 4 necessary portion of sublidlly. He therefore asked bim several
questons, (o whwh he recerved such answers as pleased him; (hat s (o
say, fall of impudence and ambiyutly: and hesring him afterwards (el
one of bis companins that be bad quecred Raven (frey, his mind was so
made up (hat he determined—(o use his own phrase—upon patronizing

bam.

The reader however must not imagine that Mr. Standfbst laid bimself’
open (o his dependanty; the malier was apparently brought aboul through
the medium of 4 (hird person, indeed Mzr. Viney, (o whom (his hopeft/



youth was 4 distant relaton, and he was required, among other (hings, (0
consider Mr. Standfhst as an exemplary characier.

The tutor prevaied wpon & bishop, & fidend of his—I/ sincerely hope the
bishop did not Anow whai he was aboul—o ordamn (his spark; and (4is
was the very fidend he lefl in the care of Liitle Hockley.

A¢ the time Charles and his (utor paid this visit to Mr. Frggins, he was
n the possession of & vicarage near [Froole, which Iiving Standfist
procared bim fiom & noble esrd, in some respects however owing (o the
young parson s own conduct, £or hAe was so civil (o miroduce (o Ais Lordshp
& mear relatin, which cicumsiance ended in my lord)s making up, for 4
Large sum of money, & sukl which the young lady commenced 4gainst bin
for seduction, though the earl was about her thiteenth lover. (ne of (his
number, by her qdvice, quited the Amgdom lesy he should be (aken up
101 the forgery of & bank note, which, after he was gone, she chinged,
and put the money in her pocket.

Standtbsts business with Mr. Figgins was of a very pariicular nagure,
and perbaps the reader may somelzme hence jom with me in (A4l
opinton.— Whatever 7zt was, Standtist did not chuse (o (ransact # by
letter, # beimng one of his maxims never (o widle any (hing bul whay al
the world might read, nor make efher promises or declaratwons in the
presence of 4 third person.

[n conformzly (o (his lagier par¢ of bis mazxim, he very frequenily (ook
bis fiend Figgins with him either & walk or & ride, begying Charles to
(bke care of the ladias (il (herr retwn. lhese ladias were, fhs¢ Mz
Flggins s maiden aunt, & woman of exemplary character, an enthusiastic
admairer of [Drelincowr and & dram glass, and who her nephew very
bumanely mamiamed, upon her paying hbim down quarierly the sum of
elght pounds. Secondly Mrs. [iggins the ninth—tor, ILke Major
OFlaberty, be had them in all quarters, and all alive and merry; —and,
lastly, Miss F{qu‘zz,s; a young lady of beauly and accomplishments, bug
who had not yet got & husband—ihough she owned (weniy-seven—
becsuse the men were brufes, and her nalure was so delwalte (har the
least 7 (reatment would bresk her hesrt.



Charles found 7t no djsagreeable (ask (o entertain these ladias, in the
absence of his tutor; nay he made a (raffic of Ay complarsance, 1or he
wrzote an impromiu for & smile, and skejched then por(raz; 1or a AIss.
[ skl in music enchanted them, and (hey wished never (o par¢ wih
the young lord, as he was called.

As o Miss Figgins, had any one wiinessed her bebaviour at those
unguirded moments when he sung 4 pathelw au——7ihough, by the bye, he
was of that age when the voice sounds more like (hat of 4 raven (han 4
nightingale—ibe would have sworn she had ai once congquered her
aversion (o love and matrmony. 10 say (ruth, her vitue was of (he
rampant kind, which perhaps was one reason she continually (alked of
the great pains she (ook (o subdue zf. [ndeed she so prompied Charles in
that pary, which, i 7 had been the (ime (o act, he Enew withoul 4 cue,
that the young gentleman had a kind of rebellion (o quell, which gave
bim no Iitle disturbance. [n shorg, in spight of bis (eeth be was obliged (o
(ake a review of the promise he had made his father, and refleciing that
the sister of Mr. [iggins mus¢ certainly be & woman of honour, he
(raumphantly carrded the pomnt, and congraitulated himself on (his viciory
over 415 passins. Indeed the (erm sister was nof mncluded in  the
condiions, but # was cetanly mmpled, and # would have been
dishonourqble had he (aken advaniage of the omissin.

The lady however having made good her landing, determined (o lose no
opportuntly of improving (hat advantage; therefore, one day, while they
sat a¢ dinner, she sy shpt & note into (he young gentlemans coil
pocker, which contained these words both in form and subsiance.

Por hevven sake mete mee in the srburr, and let¢ mee, ho It mee,
unbuszum mygselt!”

Charles was (oo gallant not (o altend the lady. —Indeed 7 was very
much his wish (o have g4 Li(le conversatwon with her qloneg noy doubling
but when the pudly of Ay inlentions were honestly made Anown, the
young lady's quist would be restored, which at present he made no doubt
be greatly disturbed. [Having t(herefore ai((ended the aspporniment, he
declared (o her with the (ruest qnd mosy honesy simplerly, A4S



repugnance (o do that which he could nof consider otherwise than 4s 4
shameftl breach of hosprality. Ihe lady acknowledged (he generosiy of
bis sen(zments, and said, (hat as she saw her 1éars were unnecessiry,
they might now indulge in 4/ those liile innoceny fieedoms which (o
susceptible and delizate hearts gave such delghi.—/In short, affer much
szmpering,  stammering, blushing, and other indications of maiden
bashtulnass—he largese pary of which, especially the blushing, was most
manitést in Charles—she mformed bim (hat, upon cert¢ain condiions, he
should steal (o her bedchamber, and slegp with her that very night.
These conditions were esploined (o be exactly what [ am informed they
praciise very commonly, and very mnocently i America, under the name
of bundling.

FPerbaps Miss Flggins bad heard of Adbelm, who, (o (ry bis virtue, slept
several nights wah 4 vagin wihoul vilating A1 chasidy, and
understanding Charles was intended for a greal man, determined 7
should not be her 1hulf i he had not (his proof of Ais vi(ue in 45 gredt
parteciion 45 Ais pious predecessor. [f however these were her inteniions,
there was some bow or other an mfFactin in the (realy, for Charles snd
the lady so bundled (hat, at the end of & for(night, she intbrmed him, in
the most deceny manner so delicate a creature could musier up words 1or
the puzpose, 1hat she was certainly with child.

What a stroke for our bero! Mus¢ hbe begin already (o féel the bifter
reflections of having broken bis promise. How to act? Which way (o
concesal her shame? He could not marry her—which 4¢ some intarvals be
bad thoughts of—without consuliing his father, and the consequence of
such 4 consultation was dpparent. Yer be had ruined ber, and brought
ber o & sfuation (Aal marrdge slone could aione for. In so deing he
hLad already broken his promise, and why no¢ go farther, since there was

20 honourable means of re(rest.

[n this scate, chequered with plessure and compunciion, had he passed
several days, when Mz Standtbst one morning (old our hero (Aay some
damned thing or other bad come (o bis rfhtherss ears, who required (hezr
Immediste presence in (own.— ‘See there,” said he, shewing bim 4
letter he had (Aot nstany recered.



70 THE REV. Mr. STANDFAST.

If you bave the smallast regard 1oy my peace of mind, comeé post (o me
the moment you recerve (4.

HAZARD.

Charles not doubling but his amour and #is consequences had already
reqched bis fathers ears, without considering bow (he intelligence could
bave been conveyed, (old Ais (utor ingenuously (hat he was the cause of
7. M. Standfbst seemed greatly astonished 4y the declaration, and
demanded bow 7t could possibly be? The pupil exacting & solemn promise
tfrom A5 (utor that he would careftlly preserve (he mos¢ profound secresy,
lot him ingo the bundlhng secrel fiom [is¢ (o last, and concluded with
vehemently entreating his advice.

Standtyst looking very sagacivus, said this must be the cause of Lord
Hazard s myuncion sure enough, which # was a very proper (hing (o
comply with, for féar of rediating bim fhrther. As for the rest, he said 7
was 4 cursed unlucky 4115z, bui forfunalely the brother was under his
thumb, and his bes¢ endeavours might be depended on (o hush maiiers

wp.

L his fhther should mention #, he advised Charles (o deny the whole
business; though he had no douby bui he should use such srguments as
would induce bim not (o sqay 4 word about .

Charles was o raplures a¢ the Aindness of his (utor, who (ook care
nevertheless (o give the young genitleman 4 wholesome leciure, declaring
4is greal repugmance o (his duplicily of conduct, and protesting he only
consented (o # fiom the laudable view of preveniing 4 diférence between
rather sand son.

By this time the chaise was at the door; for Standfhst, sealous (o obey his
p&szzzls' mandate, had ordered #f previous (o (his conversalin with Ais
pupil. The latter therefore (ook & Ahasty, but tender leave of his
enamorgls, who exacied 4 promise that he would wrdle (o her, and, i’
possible, see her soon 4gain.



On the road, Standfbst encouraged Charles (o keep up bis sprigs. He (old
bim, 101 one thing, that his honour was in no scrape; 1for (Aay the lady,
hLowever she might have imposed upon Ais inexpertence, was nof 4 vestal,
nor bad been 1or & good (wenly years.

“Why she is but six and (wenty, said Charles:’ ‘and eleven added to #,’

replied the (utor. As ¢o the brag, if there should be one, we must see
whats (o be done with 7. [ have (old you all these matters, added he,
Zes¢ you should be mproperly drawn in, therefore you musy promise me
to be upon your guard. No indjscreer marrsges, nor any other Sieps
without 1t consuliing me. Cpon these snd no other (erms will [
undertcake this business.”

Charles eagerly promised every thing Ais (utor demanded of him, and
Standtbst redterated his fiendly proféssins. [hey both arrdved in {own

bowever with no Litle anxiety on (hetr minds. [hat of Charles proceeded,

as the reader knows, fom bis fear of Aaving made his fhther miserable.

Mr. Standtbst bad too hearty a4 contempt for every buman weakness (o
téel the intluence of any such hen-hearted sensatin. (Glordous mischief
begay his perplesxty, and all his uneasmess was lest the banguel
preparing for his inexorable senses should not be seasoned high enough

with domestic wrelchedness.



2.10. CHAPIER X.

CONVSISTING OF COMFPORT AND CONSOLATION, ADMINISTERED
BY THE FRIENDLY MR. STANDFAST!

77 was agreed, upon the arrtval of Charles snd bis (utor, (bat the la(ter
should go 1ist (o see how the land lay, 4nd (hat the young gentleman
should not see his tather—ihereby (o give thew project breath—ill he
bad paid b3 respects (o Lady Hazard.

Mr. Standtbst immediately sought my lord, and having very cppor¢unely
tound him, he was mfbrmed, with bul Ii(le previvus ceremony, (hay his
patron was undone—Llost—iaretzrevable lost, beyond all possibiliy of hope.

‘Good God!" excloimed Standthst, with (erzor in Ay countenance, whence
can this unespected blow have come? [{ 45 no diminution of your fortune

my lord?”

OFf my e, of my soul, of my honour! returned my lord. Oh that [ had
Lstened (o thy advice. Heavenly God! that a man should murder Ahis
peace, sell his Ltbs happiness, and render himself despicable for (he
bragal, villanous grajiication of a single moment! Wil you Anow t(he
extent of my misery? (he grddy precipice on which [ s¢ood, and fi9ghifil
abyss into which [ am plunged? Wil you know my {orment, my horror,
my despazr, my hell?”

Be calm, my lord,’ said Standtbst, with the utmost commiseration he
could convey ingo his countenance. ‘Calm! replied his lordshiy, yes, when
[ have desiroyed myselt, when the wreftches have added my death (o the
destruction of my peace of mind.” “Wretches! What wretches? cried
Standtbst eagerly.’ ‘RKeep me not on t(his wrack of suspence, last my
fgendiship (ake the alarm, and [ yrld (o my féars of ¢hay fhgal evil
which my boding hear¢ has so long anticgpated.’

Hear the truth then, said my lord, and le¢ all worthy men, lke thee,
detest me while [ utter #f. [ Aave lain with (hay mmfernal woman, she Aas



communicaied (o me a damned djsease, and [ have infécied my desr, my
innocent wits, that excellent creature, that pattern of her sex beyond al
example, who never had & blemish on her hear( or understandmg but
when she joined her unbappy fate o a worthless wretch like me.”

Angels of prty comfort me! said Standtbst.— Ab my dear lord, why did
[ go this curst jowrney mio the country? [f [ had been on the spot, [ am
sure [ should have saved you.”

I¢ would have been useless,’ cried my lord, star(ing from & chazr, nto
which he had thrown bimself! [ had ceased (o confide in you before you
left town, and was glad of & pretexy (o ge¢ z4d of your solicifation.”

Mr. Standthst now uitered & most warm and pathetic speech, lamenting
generdl depravily, and deploring most afféctingly bis fsends wang of
resolution. So excellent indeed were Ahis reasons, his remarks so hear(lel,

and hzs manner so persuasive, (Aay my lord declared there Lived not 4z
equil. — 70 say (ruth, this speach had 15 merty, and so #f ought, 101 ke
many other speecheas which are mtended (o swprise instead of convince,

7 had been some (mme in preparalion. And now the t(utor entrested (o
bnow the particulars of (his unftr(unaie business, desuvus perbaps of
bang satistied whether bis actors bad performed therr paris in (he
manner he had sef down 1or them, especially s he had such an

opportuntly of hearing thetr respeciive merds fiom & crage who would be
sure (o do them jusiice.

My lord bristly (old bim that being informed by Colonel [iily snd some
others that 4 gentleman named Snaffle was (raducing bim in every
coftée-house where he came, and (Aal one of Ais fitends who vindicated
bun had very mearly. goi inio & duel on his gccount, he made #f his
business (o seek after Snatile, but found only the sham sister 4s before
who 7t was plain was mstracted (o play upon bim' A¢ length he found
his man at home, when maiiers were very handsomely explained, and he
was i enough (o stay (o supper. lhe presence of (he sister; and the
bumpers with which he was drenched produced the res¢. “But, ' concluded
my lord, that a set of pecple should conspire (he ruin of & man so Liile
hnown (o them, and work the destruciion of A peace of mind, Is &



species of wickedness and depravily that [ cannot give edber moiive or

name.”

My dear lord,’ cried Standfbst impationtly, [ see & gleam of happiness
here, 4 celestial and benignant ray of hope.” “What do you mean?
exclaimed Lord Hazard.' “These pecple,’ crisd Standtbyst, have reaped no
pecuniary advantage from therr villany.” How should they? said Ahis
lordshzp.” “No, none;—if is a4 contravance then, cried Standthst, of Mrs.
OShocknesy; God send she may be disappomnted.” Heaven and earth,’
crted my lord, you have certainly divined the (ruth; if is that diabolical

72

wretch sure enough: who else could have (aken such unheard of pains (o

make me miserable? [ knew, [ felf, (hou wouldst comifort me. But sl 75
not the calomily the same, my desr Stondthsc?” Wot at sl my lord,’
answered his kind fidend very confidently. Are you sure of what you say
in relation (o your lady?’ From what [ may ressonably conecture i
maust be so,’ said my lord. O God! i [ could but Haiter myself (here.”
Well, well, hope for the best,  cried Standtyst. You forget my lord how
ar(fally the snare was laid for you. [ am sure i your lordship was off
your guard, (here is no prudence bul may be surprised. My advice 75 (5s:

[t for the sake of your ladys health, ma(iers should require an

explanation, hbonestly gie # her, and lay (he blame upon Mrs.

OShocknesy; [ would stake my Life upon the issue. And now my lord
throw off your chagrin; [ dare say your lady Enows no unedsmess upon

¢his subject but that which she bas 16l fiom seeing you miserable.”

She shall see me so no longer (hen, said my lord. By imilating thee [
will grow honest, and (hat shall (each me (o be cheartil.”

Laving so ror adusted matiears, Lord Hazard 16lf himself wonderttlly
relioved. As 101 Charles, all he could learn ffom his mother was, (Aot ber
lord had, 101 several days, appesred very il and very unessy; that i
cartainly was caused by some disagreesble news he had hbeard, ‘but,’
continued she, whatever 7 1s, we mus( unie (o comfor| bim. [ am sure

from me he desarves every thing, for his afféction encresses every day.”

Charles, convinced he was (he cause of bis father)s unbiappiness, (ook
leave of his mother 4s early 4s he decently could, (o gv in ques¢ of



Standtast, that common fidend in the family: for surely it is the office of
a fizend (o make pecple easy:.

The (utor was reqdy (o recerve him, and apparently anxwus (o pul Lin
out of pain, 1or he seized bim very cordiglly by the hand, and (old him
mallers were i such &4 swimming (rain, (hat he had only (o appear as i
nothing had happened, and he might be assured (hat his thther would nog

even meni{wn (he crrcumsiance.

Standtyst bad now restored (he (ranguilily of both father and son, and in
some megsure his own; 101 the latler par( of Ais conversqiion with Ais
patron was concerning Lady Koebuck, but 4s he could nog gather any
regson (o believe she had been (atling, he rhudly concluded she was afraid
(o attack him, or else perhaps, as chance had thrown him ggain in her
way, the lady had wisely adopted the proverb beter late than never; and
so promised hersell’ the accomplishment of what his vaniy mduced him (o

beliove she wished: so dificalt 75 7 for men of Mr. Standfistls twn of
mind (o credsl (haly any one can be aciualed by motives purely generous,

and merely disinierasied.

The triumphaont Mr. Standthst bowever bad never been so near detection
as while he was absent. That conversation between the (wo ladies which
ook 4 diférent (wrn, 4s the reader has seen, at the end of the seventh
chapiear, had introduced into (he mind of Lady Koebuck & number of
alarming fears 1oy her fivend. She could not ge Mz Standbst that
Implict; credsi which he seemed (o exact of Lord and Lady [azard, for
the active par¢ he had taken in the business of Miss Snatfle. Indeed,
Lnowing fiom her own expersence how Lile prejensions he had erher (o
gratiude, pranciple, or generosuy, hAer (ongue was very reluctanily remed
m whenever she heard any Ching in his commendation; bui a4y lengih,
copsiderang Lady Hazard was & new, t(hough a very intimale
acquainiance, and that the office she longed (o undertake was rather a
thankless one, she (ook a lLitle time for refleciion, during which mmterval
a4 crcumstance bappened which decided her wavering resolution. As
bowever #f was of sulficient consequence (o require that Sk Sidney should
be consulled, the reader is of course anxzwus (o hknow whal # was, and
the resulf of then deltberatins. lhe latter [ am very ready (o say was,



that (o arm Lord and Lady Hazard agains¢ the machinations of Mz
Standths¢ was (reading on very tender ground, and therefore (hey ought
not (o (ake any materzal sieps in so weghly 4 business (il thew qrzzval
n the couniry, where Sk Sidney said he would begin this Herculean
Labouzr. This then they resolved. As to the cicumstonce which procared
this resolution, 7z will come be((er herestter. 1o have meniimed if here
would have been prematiure, and nol (o have said something on the
susprcions of St Sidney and bis lady, would bave been (acily to have
accused the reader of 4 deficiency in penelration, for 7f 18 hardly possible
that any one who Anew Mr. Standthst should belisve him capable of
devoting himself so suddenly (o the praciise of reql viue, when Ay
whole Lifé had been an q1¢f4l study bow (o kegp up the qppeqrance of 1.

Standthst bas been seen very solicifous (o gel at the particulars of Lord
Hazards unfor¢unate in(rague, for which [ bave assigned (he resl molive;
and, to say (rath, he was nof pleased with the relation: for in AIs
absence—io carry on the allusion [ used ay that t(ime—Abis peice had
been muidated by the managers, and il pertbrmed by the actors; 4
matersal incident had been cul oul of Ais projeciing, and another, by no
mesns condusive (o the catasqrophe he wished (o take place,
ngroduced. —These alferations were prancipally owing (o (he heroine, who
1 real e, as well as upon the stage, 3 gemerally apt (o (ake (hese sort
of libertiss; and (hough Mr. Standfbs¢ had not been present ai the
representation of Ais performance, yetr, being 4 consummate judge of
ettecy, he saw plainly 7 would have had more s¢zdking success could he
hLave been on the spot (o have conducied 1.

76 drop this allusion, Standfhst plainly saw that Mzs. OShocknesy had
Caken the lberty (o alier his plan, no doubl 101 private ends of her own.
fe bad lefl orders for an snonymous legier (o be sent (o Lady Hazard on
the very evening his lordship should be engaged ai Snaffles, apprizing
her of the fhct. Ihis, 7 was plain (o Standthst, had been neglected; bug
that something, as we before observed, should be subsiruted in #s place,
the lady had, through the means of Miss Spatfle, conferred & fhvour on
bis lordship which she thought would sexve just as well (o communicaie
the secret to Lady Hazard. 16 say (ruth, this was & cogp o2& grace which
Standtyse, with all bis rascallily, had not meditated. [f was a vengeance



(ruly feminine, and greatly worthy t(he vindictive Mrs. O Shocknesy. —
How these conspirators answered (herr conduct (o thew ringleader will by
and by be seen. At present [ shall only say that Mrs. OShocknesy
deténded herself’ by an argumeny which will at least prove her (o be 4
proper coadyutor of the great Mr. Standfhst. [t was no less than that the
Enowledge of Lady Hazard s pregnancy induced her (o (ake (hag barmlass
step betore mentirned, without her prancipal’s prviy; a¢ which he was a8
much mncenced 45 was Hecate agains¢ the wiches, who dared (o prompy
Macbeath in his miguily without her orders.



21l. CHAPIER XI.

PERMANENT HAPPINESS AFPFEARS 10 BE RESTORED, AND
THE WHOLE SOCIETY SET OUI OV THEIR JOURNEY 10 ITHE

COONIRY:

L7 will now be proper (o speak concerning Miss Le Clerc, whase whole
bistory, as thr as Mr. Ingot knew iz, Str Stdney learnt much about the
tzme the (wo ladias were reading Fmmas letter; for (he good criizzen
beang, as [ observed, Lord Hazards man of business, they were in &
manner obliged (o consuli him upon several pomnis relative (o (he proper(y
of Li¢le Hockley. COn the fizs¢ of these visis every (hing naturally came
out, and when the baromet and his lady met, both were rgpe for (he
discovery of what was no secref (o ether.

The story of Annette was no mystery, but 7 bas been shewn in whai way
i was told, and i Mzss Le Clerc was St Sidney s wits, what then was
Lady Roebuck? This was a consideration of & mos¢ sertous nature, snd, in
Justce (o so amiable & lady, @ was admited (hat @ ought (o be set (o
297h¢s. —Lord and Lady Hazard being therefore the only persons who had
7 in then power (o make 4 single comment on (A8 subject, and (hat
nobleman and his lady baving by (his (ime, for many ressons, become
greqt rfavowdies with these (wo fidends, they were, without the alferéaiion
of 4 single circumstance, infbrmed of the real (ruth. [his led (o (he
astablishment of 4 most intimale and binding fidendship between the (wo
couples, and the baronet and Lady Roebuck rféliziated (hemselves upon
the certamnly, as they now concerved #, of that plan which they had
formed of making Lord [Hazard the reformer of his own village. As
preaching however cannoi have half the etféct of example, they resolved,
as the reader has seen, (o reserve ther grand a(iack (il they should
arrtve a4t the place of actin, when Ais lordship should be assailed in such
& manner a5 would deprave him of the means of defénding himsell] and
oblige hbim—especrally as bis lady was already gamned over—io swrender

at discretion.



Lord Hazard very soon gof pertécily restored (o health, and s there were
no regsons (o belzeve thal his suspreions concerning his lady had any
1oundation, he by degrees regained hzs ususl eqse and (ranguiliy.

As to Charles, he recerved & quire of le(ters fiom Miss Frggins, fall of
sprbas and wows, ond ommzhg 2rys but, convinced (Aay under the
guidance of Standfhst, all he mcurred was 4 (raing expence, he rather
18l¢ proud of the business, and was nof 4 Iile plegsed that, at an age
under eighieen, be had given such notable proofs of his manbood. He 1ol
hLowever very gratefully (owards both Ais parents, who he was convinced
hnew of his nregularry, and had the Kindness not (o upbraid him with
Il; and, 48 this mmaginary conducy of thens induced him (o (real (hem
with (he most dutitd and minule 4((eniwn, so # endesred bim (o (her
notice and regard (en (imes stronger than ever. Sk Sidney was not an
idle spectator of (his. He was charmed with Charles, and really began (o
medrate sermwusly thay allignce which #f may be recollecied he meniioned
Lormerly in jest.

These projects, which were intended (o blossom in the spring, and produce
Liutf in the summer, laid ai present dormant in then minds; we will
therefore pass over the bwry of (he winter, and bring them (o (he sign
of the John of Gauntls Head, an inn in therr way to Warwickshire.

The landlord of (his house, who was & greal favowrdle of St Sidney,
praded bimself’ on Aaving as distinct and ample a4 genealogy as any lord;
nay he looked upon himself’ 45 supertor (o many who boast (hat (ile: 1o,
said he, “What are lords, t(he creatures of yesterday, to (hose in my
fomily of three hundred years standing? adding, alack & day! buman
creatures are buckels i & well, one up, and (other down.”

Th3s landlord was not a litle proud of having been & substantisl yeoman
of Kent. He had been indeed a considerable thrmer, but having & s(rong
mclpation (o mndulge himself in (hat hospiialiy i which # was not
within Ais cueumstances (o cat any (olerqble fgure, he had entertisined
S0 many poor gentlemen of high extiractin, (il ai length, as the phrase
18, he ran oul; qnd, leaving off’ farming, leff also Ais own country, and
fook an inn no¢ for from High Wickbam.



The bouse bore sl the insignia of s masters foncied consequence, and
the religues of those mighly deeds which were pertormed by Ahis
ancestors, and in which he (ook so much plegsure, as he say in Ais
chimney cormer, (o record, were distribuied sbout wherever he could find
4 place for (hem. Shidds and spesrs gliftered in the Aifchen instead of
potlids and spris; helmets and cuisses, i the place of s¢agls horns,
adorned the Lall, and mismaiched places of (qpesiry covered the walls of

every zoom.

Lord Hazard insisted wpon being in(roduced in form, and Sk Sidney
underiook (o be gentleman usher upon the occysion. My lord contéssed he
could bogs¢ but of very recen( extractin, bemng, 48 one mighi say, &
Junior branch of the nobiliy. "Why (ruly’ answered (he londlord, you will
pardon my joculardly my lord, there is & spot of Kusg on your eschuteon
which pabaps, by [Zozird may be rubbed oug.”

Zhe archness as well a5 frankness of (his reply pleased his lordship so
much, that he entered into 4 long conversation with the landlord, (hat
ended 1n an explanatin of 4l the warlike (rophies before mentined, the
bistory of which contamned & Aind of summary review of (he Aistory of
Fingland, we shall therefore forbear (o recife any part of whai passed,
except one remark. [hey were examining & rosary, which was said (o
bave belonged (o the unfortunate Mary, (ueen of Stogs. My lord said that
bers was & lamentable fhte. Lamentable, ' said the landlord, shaking bis
bead, If she bad not been an angel upon earth, Bess would nof have been
so ready (o send her (o make one in heaven.”



2.12. CHAPIER XII.

A NIGHT SCENE, WHICH ME. FLUSH WOULD HAAVE CALLED A
VERY VARIETOUS KIND OF A THING.

A7 the inn where our (ravelers lay had arrived (wo musiians, jast
betore dark, who were going (0 4 nobleman s scat in the netghbourhood,
upon 4 Summer excursion, and where there was (o be 4 grand concert the
next day. Che of the gentlemen, an [talian, had the day before been
sezzed with 4 violeny féver, bul being t(old (hal his patron had sent
exprass 1or him, he determined (o go in spight of A indisposiion,
aspaczally gs he knew he should be (aken greater care of at the house of
435 benethctor than a¢ home. s companion came (o acquaint bim (At
be had recerved & similor summons. Ihis pat (he finjshing s(roke (o the
ltalizn s determination; for they were both famous performers on t(he
(rumper, and seldom played ssunder.

At this meating the (wo musizisns (alked sbout what fshing and shooting
they should have, and, above all, whai delcrous burgundy they should
Caste ai his lordships; nor did they fod (o enjoy, By anticapaiion, ceriain

Jokes which the [ialian, being & wag, had 7 in contemplation (o play some
of 4is lordships retinue. Cne in parzcular be concerfed, which was (o
ridicule & black servant, for whom the [talian had an mmveterate aversion,

becsuse he could not blow the french horn in (une. “Ferdi' cried he 7
tink [ see do villain cavalioro vid Azs vite orse and plack visqge make one
tammed nise ob [Driavolo.” For 7t should here be known that his lordship,

though he had constantly 4 (roop of musiciins after him, and some of
them men of distinguished (4lents, would rather bave been called in 4t
the death of a 10x, by the dissonant belching of his rfovourdie horn, (han

bave Lstened (o the best chorus of HANDEL, pertérmed by five bundred
and ffly-three persons, cqpable of realizing a4l (hat celestisl raplure of
which Doctor BORNEY dreamt.

The Fnglish musician ook his leave of the [talian recommending him (o
(ake 45 much rest as possible before (hey should ser off! In conformily



wrh (his advice, the [talian betook himsell (o sleep, and passed the nigh(
1 golerable (ranqguiily, excepy thal he had 4 shght deluzum, in which he
toncied the sbove mentimned black pursued him, on his while horse, and
that he escaped fiom him with great difically; and much more such
statt] evidenily the etfoct of 4 distempered brain. Having, bowever, shook
off the phantom, he afferwards oblained (olerable repose, and &l himsell’
precty well recovered when his fidend, (he Finglish musician, came (o call
bim up.

[ thought # necessary (o premise thus much, (hay the reader might the
better account for 4 distarbance that happened ai the inn. The house was
buazded in & (otal silence, when the [talian, whose distemper had recerved
no mifggation fiom efther the journey or a Shower of ramn which had
1ollen in the aftermoon, all of & sudden awvke from & horrid dream, in
which his inveterate enemy, the black, appeared (o him on his steed, as
before, but with the addizon of & large sabre, with which he threatened
(o put him instantly (o death.

Fzz’gﬁzfexzecz’ ac¢ the specire, like Chémont, he rose and colled 1oz Lghs,
which indeed he need not hLave done, for there was & soldary candle
glimmering in t(he chimney corner, by the help of which imperféct
luminazry, every (hing could fointly be discaned. Leaping from the bed,
the fins¢ object Ais eyes encountered being a fgure in the (apestry of
Fdward (he black prince, mounted upon & white horse, and giving
drrections a¢ the batile of Foictrrs, he ran in 4 mos(¢ [Fanfi manner
along the gallery, and, owing (o Ais corpuleny form —which ex(remely
resembled 4 brandy keg, or & nmnepmn, made & rapid descent (o the hall
underneath. Ilhere, being in (otal darkness, hbe groped about for 4
considerable (1ime, (o no purpose, in hopes of finding & door mio the yard.

ALl this time the féver being at an alarming height, every thing he
Couched seemed (o be the (bling siroke of (hal monsirous ms(rument of
death wislded by (he fgure in the (apesiry. A¢ length, bellowing like 4
bull, qnd bounding fiom one table (o another, like & (os¢ pancake, or 4
Licked football, he dijscovered, &s he imagined, the door. A faint
glhmmering of Lght that beamed on him rfacilifated (his welcome idea,
and hbe s(rove, bul in vain, (o find Che lock. EXp]ozz’zzg this mmpervious



gloom, which, as far as his scattered recollection gave opport(unily” (o
notice, appesred the seat of sorcery, wheare 4l the demons of hell were
assembled (o (ormen( bim; for 45 (o bemng in an inn, I never once
occurred (o A5 imagmation, something (har 1elf lLike down, and smelf
miolerably bifter, r&ll aboul Ais ears, and (ormenied bim (he more in
proportion 4s he altempied (o defénd himself fiom If. And now, hbaving
4is  eyes, mose and mouth precly well filled with this suffocating
annoyance, which, contrary (o the an-drawn dagger of Macbeth, was
sensible only (o the féeling, he stampy, rubbed his fice, raved, spuiiered,
and straggled, (il at las¢ he got out of the vor(ex of this den of Frebus,
(o whh he seemed (o have been drawn by 4 hellsh 4und invisible

mtluence.

Litting however his hands in an extreme of djstraction —indeed exacily
as St Faul s drawn preaching at Atbens—something (umbled from
above which fited bimself’ completely, like 4 coal of qrmour, without the
casque or cuisses.

ﬁz]]j’ persuaded the demon (hat pursued bim had now goi bLim in his
cutches, he stormed, howled, foamed, and squesked outl 4s incongruous
and marticalate 4 reciiative as ever Hannibal or Stapto did af the operd
house.

At this moment one of the wadlers, who had been (o pay a vis# (o the
bed chamber of the cook maid Molly, and who of course was (he most
waichrul in the house, entered the hall with 4 lLghied candle.

The [talisns singular jeopardy was occasioned by bis mistaking (he
chimney for (he door. [here, struggling to get out, he had made himself
as black 45 4 soot bag, and, wupon his retreat, fondy invesied himself in
the strange manner 4bove meniion, with 4 bull jerkin, which my landlord
had recerved as a legacy from his father, who affirmed and verdy
belisved that 7 was the same worne by Guay, Farl of Warwick, when he
Llled the dun cow.

No sooner hbad the watier seen (his precivus religue of his masters
ancestors i the hands, or rather on the back of the [talian, (han, taking



bim for & (hief who wanted (o b (he house, he ran (o féfch his master.
The [talian, (o be even with bim, wpon descrying the Lght and an
oppostie door at the same (ime, ran rapidly up another pai of S(4Ls. s
precapprtate ight confhmed t(he watdier in Ais suspicions, and faciliiated
bis return (o Ais master, who, by (his tume, alsrmed by the noise, had
Just ssued fiom A1 apariment.

The Iandlord Laving heard the malter fiom his man, swore by the glory
of bzs forefathers he would cul bim up alve, and invoking the manes of
Fidward the black prince, and Jobn of Gaunt, followed muttering curses
all the way to the chamber of the Fnglish musician, whither the [talian
bad by accident directed his light, and (o where his distracied bellowing
prloted both man and masier.

[n the mesn (ime, (he [talian hbad resched Abis brother proféssors
apartment, and hid hLimself] bulf jerkin and 41, under the cloaths. The
Loglishman, disturbed by the nojse, and still more by the [talianls
touncing ingo bed, waked in an instant, and before he had (ime (o
recollect whaiy could occasion 50 eX(raordindry 4n Imnirusion, SAw in 4
confised manner, by the help of the lght which dimly gleamed through
the passage, what a sirange hedius fgure he had in bed with him, on
which he had no sooner cast his eyes, than, m a dreadfid f4ghl, he sl of
4 sudden lesped fiom the bed, and goi under 1.

The [talizn, who began (o percerve the Lght, and concluding his
companton had seen the man and horse which he had no douby stil
pursued him, 10llowed him close ay Ais heels, being under the bed almost
as soon 45 bim. The Fnglish musician being pressed hard by the same
abominsble fgure, Aallf dead with the fidght, crawled out on the opposiie
side, which bappened (o be nexy (o the door, sl followed By the [ialisn.

The landlord and the wailer now came up with (hem, and the candle
bemng produced, the appesrance of (his quadrumviraie was beyond the
power of (ongue or pen (o desciibe. The distraction of the [talisn, (he
astonishment of Ais companibn, the paralyiic réar of the landlord, who,
sprght of the examples of his ancestors, (rembled fiom head (o 1bof, and
the constangtin of the watler, composed in then différent counteninces



such a set of unbrageous, olive, Lvid and cadaverous (inls 4s Swrely no
thces ever before exhibried.

The Eﬁglz;gé (rumpeter, as he¢ encountered the landlord, was over(urned,

and now lay flat on the floor. The descendant of Hengis¢ had gathered
Limselt’ up ingo 4 grojesque a(idlude, looking 4t the 14llen musician, snd
the walfer was pushing the candle forward, under bis masters arm, (o

see what was the maiier, while the [ialisn had crepl (o the other side of
the bed, and having searched 101 something (o deféend bimsell] catched up
bis companins (rumpet, who had brought (hat instrument in{o bzs
chamber, (o have # safé. Wih t(his weapon he leapt upon & chest of
drawers, and whether he was now wrought (o Such g helght of phrensy
as not (o know whai he dud, or whether instinct conducied the (rumpel (o

4is mouth without Ahis Anowledge, certéin if s that Ais siretched
companion had scarcely” demanded what was the maiier, and the landlord
thundered oug & volley of execrations, ending Wik ‘give me my jerkin,”
than the I[talian sounded & charge, and (hen & defiance, and (hen &

parley, 45 1hst as they could succeed each other.

The moment the Fnglsh musician heard the (rumpel, he Anew Ais
titend a5 well 4s i he had spoken (o him, and instantly guessed (hat the
confusion must hbave been occisioned By the [talianls ilness, who hbad
become delzrwus, and Chus alarmed (he house.

fée]z'zzg, bLowever, 101 the sartély of his (rumpel, which same provideny
sensation impelled the landlord in relation (o the Farl of Warwick)s
hLabiliment, they both approached him, where he stood, (rumpel in hand,

Lke another fome in 4 bulf jarkin, and were wirihin an inch of thew
prey, when the [talisn 15udly made a spring over (heir heads, darted ouf
of 'the door, and ran along the gallery, then down stazs, aftewards out of
the back door o the yard, sad lasily a4 over the village, blowing away
almost withoul any cessaiion.

This was & partial las¢ (ramp (o (he village, for all but those in their
graves immediaiely started up (o see what was the mater. As ¢o ¢he inn,
Imagination never formed so singalar a confiysin. [he musician raved for
4z (rumper, the landlord stormed for his buff jerkin; here 4 warler



appeared with Ais cloaths (umbled o the (ai of his shut, which he held
by way of an apron; there 4 maid sezvany with a petiicoal (ded sbout her
head instead of her wais(; here Jobhn (he ostler appeared in Sukeys night
cap, and Sukey in Joknls wizi—In shor¢ (here was noi one person in (he
house—itor all agreed (o put o [...] manly thmness, and meet in the hall
together—even (o S Stdney and Lord Hazard, that did not cut &
Lladicrous fgure, while the village cried out some & fghy, others & fire,
and all with Aas(y sSieps ran (owards owr inn, which (hus, m & 1féw
mimuies, was flled, in addizon (o s own company, Wih the mapor pary
of the village, among whom were noy a rféw fémales with clouts about
then heads, and children in thew armgs, 4 sor( of spectaiors who are Sure
to be foremost ai every sight, be 7 a boxing maich, & lord mayor)s shew,

or 4n execulion.

The Fnglish musicisn, ge(ting upon the great (able, now begged (o be
heard, and having a¢ last obtamed silence, very naturally accounted for
every thing t(hat had happened, fingshing with 4 declaration that he
apprebended the [(alian mus¢ now be so for gone, (hat the landlords
Jerkin and A5 (rumpel were cer(amly i danger of being spoiled.

oz gone! cricd a country féllow, why [ zeed un myzel at the back of
Master Clover)s barn, and thatls only bebind thick here orchard. (ons, do
but I5¢ a tiny bty dos¢ not hear un?’ 7 do,’ excloimed the musician, [
do, and my dear (rumpet is as sound s ever! Lounds, [ know what [ will
do: shew me (o his bed chamber:"—a¢ which be jamped down, and so
scampered up stans, that the spectators began (o féar lest he should be
infécied with the same phrensy as bis companion. A very few seconds
bowever brought Abim back again, wiah the [talihnls own (rumper,
bollowing out, “This will do, this will do; here s (hat shall bring him
back agamn.” He now bastened (o the yard door, and, puiting the (rumpet
to bis mouth, sounded a defisnce, which was mmmediately answered a¢ &
discance. In bis nexy assay he was answered somewhal nearer. (pon (wo
or (hree repelZiions the [talian came down the sireer, sounding &4 (he
way g parley, (i at¢ last he was caught, held 14s¢, brought mnto the house,
and the (rumpel and but¥ Jerkin restored (o thew respeciive owmners. As
{o the poor devil himselt] he was an object of the (ruesi compassion. His
eyes darged fire, he roamed 4¢ the mouth, and raved like & bedlamige.



A¢ the desire of his fend, the [talisn was conveyed (o his bed, which, in
& most emacrated condriion, he made sbit (o leave in somewhay lass (han
five weeks.

END OF THE FIRST VOLOME:
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